i

For Love or Money
Understanding The 2nd Parable:

Gold
Book Three
James Jay Ferris

Previously Published as
Are You Worried Yet?
Where Is Money Taking US?
by
www.PTWpublish.com

ii

Original Date of Publication: 9/28/2008
The Biggest down day in the history of the Dow

777.67 Pts. down

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the King James
version of the Bible.
Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL
VERSION Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Usage by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.

About the Cover
The cover background is an engraving by Gustave Dore (18321883) of a well-known scene from the Bible, perhaps best known as
“Fallen Babylon.”
Our title, “For Love or Money Understanding The 2nd Parable:
Gold,” we trust will serve as a contemporary wake up call, in the distress
of the days immediately following the credit collapse of 2007-08.
We had hoped to get this to you sooner, and remain somewhat
perplexed in the face of all the obstacles which have prevented our doing
so. In any case, we are hopeful that, by now, the reader is getting a
clearer picture of the end of the economic world as we have known it.

iii

Book Three

iv

Keynote Illustrations

Out of paradise, the Garden of Eden, our illustration setting off
Book One, and Out of Babylon, our illustration setting off Book Two,
we have now come to Book Three. For the illustration setting off Book
Three we have chosen yet one more engraving by Gustave Dore,
(1832-1883) his understanding of “The New Jerusalem.” His
rendering is known by that title. This is where we are headed in Book
Three.
This is a particularly suitable illustration for Book Three, as it is
just here, where we are forced to make an enormous leap of faith and
understanding. Gustave Dore has done us the service of providing,
even illustrating, a long standing problem. At the root of the change
between what God called Church in the beginning, and what has been
calling itself “church” for most of “church” history is a lack of Biblical
perspective. This problem can be seen as early as the last time that the
apostle Paul left Ephesus on his final trip to the old Jerusalem.1
The first chapter of Book Three addresses this problem under the
title, “Time Out for a Brain Adjustment.”
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Book One
Chapter 1 – An Overview
Background and personal observations
Personal history related to the subject, including the when,
where and how of the insight on which the book is based. The
origins of money, and the introduction of the Bible into the author’s
understanding of the nature and history of money. The place of
money in human relationships, and the warfare that has gone hand in
hand with money in the economies of this world. The Author’s view
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and understanding of the Bible, and the inspiration of its writing is
also presented, along with some observations on translation, and
study helps. The economy of love is introduced as one of three
“systems:”1 justice, injustice, and grace; three peoples: Jews,
gentiles, and Christians; and three kinds of coins: substance coins,
image coins, and the Love of Christ, the coin of the realm in the
Kingdom of God. Related Biblical themes are introduced and
explained.
Chapter 2 – Beginnings
The Genesis of gold
Introduction to the purpose of God in creation, what became of
it, and a revelation leading to a way back to God’s original intention.
An explanation of the difference between the love known to history
before the cross, and the love that was first revealed at the cross;
“The Love Patent.” Some observations about the facts of life. Gold
as the provision of God for a fallen humanity. Qualities of gold that
make it better than graven images. Some thought about force,
including the difference between “take it or leave it” and “take it or
else.” Three important aspects of money: medium of exchange, unit
of account, store of value. What’s wrong with going from gold to
paper to blips (digital liquidity).
Chapter 3 – Love Tokens
Romancing the gold
Gold as the token metal of God’s love and ownership. What
man has done with the expression and the provision of God; from
golden earrings to a golden calf. The introduction of the images of
mammon or money.
1

“System” is in quotes, because the truth is that grace is not a system. Both
justice, and injustice are letter bound. Grace is the provision of the Spirit, and the
Spirit is not bound.
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Chapter 4 – An Affair to Remember
Personal intimacy
An introduction to the divine romance, as presented in Ezekiel
Chapter 16. Money as the link between “working for a living,” and
the provision of life. A deeper exploration into the love of God, and
opening the relational dimension of God’s love, and provision. The
bride and the prostitute are introduced, as well as the conflict
between Spirit and system. Looking into romantic love for clarity on
the love of God. Circumcision as a prerequisite for intimacy with
and in God. The matter of personal exposure or nakedness is
introduced. Are we exposing ourselves to God or the central bank?
Chapter 5 – Fouling Up the Works
The course of true love
Substance vs. images, what is it that we are really after? An
overview of the Biblical prohibitions of graven images is presented
as well as monetary history’s systematic violation of graven image
prohibitions. Body parts as billboards revealing the content of the
human heart. The connection between idolatry and the love of
money is discussed. Gold as a parable of the provision of God is
touched on. The cross is introduced as the foreign exchange window
of heaven. The Bible’s use of word pictures related to sex, the
sexual parable, is probed a little further. Types and subject matter of
images are discussed and supported with images of early coinage as
examples of the problem of idolatry associated with coinage. The
monetary or coinage history of the western world is “in God’s face!”
The end of the matter is touched on.
Chapter 6 – New Pictures on the Money
Rivals – the history of coinage
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The history of coinage is further discussed, and its relationship
to idolatry as well as the beginning of images of men on money and
the emergence of the claims of men to be gods. More images are
provided including the first coin of the Roman Empire, the image of
an ox. The relationship between specific image prohibitions, and
violating coin images is presented, as well as the introduction of the
Biblical significance of numbers, particularly where the number “6”,
and multiples of the number “6” are concerned. Where is the
placement of our trust?
Chapter 7 – The Authorities of This World
An introduction to adultery
Authority and control are discussed, including the origin of
earthly kings over the people of God. The Biblical contrast between
two kinds of women is touched on and used in helping to discover
our present position at this time in human history. As believers in
God, what is our appropriate response to external authority in
general, and the kings or governments of this earth in particular?
When do we say “yes,” when do we say “no;” when, and where to
draw the line. Betrayal is looked at, along with “taking the 5th.” The
mistaken notion of “this is a Christian nation” is addressed. The
experience and intention of the founding fathers is looked at. The
dollar sign.
Chapter 8 – Government Programs
An invitation to heaven or hell?
The nature, types and fruit of government programs are
discussed. Israel as a nation exemplary of the Kingdom of God. The
principles of governmental purpose and limitation as set forth in the
Declaration of Independence” are touched on, and particularly “The
source, and nature of authentic human rights along with a discussion
of today’s confusion in the matter of individual or human rights. The
xi

idea of numbering and taxing the people is looked at in light of the
Bible, including the connection between the two, and how it all
ends. The beast in the Christmas story is looked at as instrumental in
getting the people of God positioned for His appearing.
Chapter 9 – Corruptible Things
How to mess up a good thing
The meaning and methods of corruption are discussed. What
does the Bible mean by corruption? How have governments fallen
into it? The focus is on the depreciation of money; the real source or
best definition of “inflation.” The significance by association of the
“6” numbers in the Scripture is looked at for its deeper significance.
The history of monetary corruption is held up to the Biblical
revelation. Governmental refusal to pay debt obligations is looked at
as well as Government/central banking alternative means of debt
liquidation; destroying the accounting units. Some historic
inflations, and monetary reforms are discussed, and images of
associated paper currency presented. The technology of monetary
destruction is also revisited. Crossing national boundaries with
common accounting units, Euro, etc. The nations of the earth
drinking from a common cup of defiled money.

Book Two
Chapter 10 – Deficit Spending
A national “pig out”
As this is written, the world economy is caught in the throes of
a liquidity crisis by gluttony, and banking chicanery in the U.S.
housing/real estate industry. The central banking system continues to
feed into the gluttony in a way that hurts those who can least afford
it. Rampant indebtedness and wholesale theft. Something Leonard
Read of the Foundation For Economic Education used to talk about,
the addiction to something for nothing; S.F.N. is discussed as well as
xii

various remedies for addiction. “Just say no,” is contrasted with the
“comfort” of God as solution for the problem. S.F.N. is compared to
“original sin.” The role of the Federal Reserve system is discussed
as well as the Fed’s need for deception and cover-up. The war
against “principalities and powers” is discussed. And The book of
Revelation is looked at, particularly Chapter 13, and the two beasts
that are revealed there as examples of political power, and money
power.
Chapter 11 – The Depreciation of Money
A national “wipe out”
The effect of depreciating money on savings and investment is
discussed as well as the importance of capital formation and tools
where productivity is concerned. The productivity equation of the
American Economics Foundation is introduced and explained. The
relationship between depreciating money and the wholesale increase
in gambling is looked at. The relationship between the destruction of
the currency and the rise of tyranny is also touched on. Remedies or
apparent remedies for addictive spending habits are looked at in
greater detail, comparing various forms of Government controls and
regulations that are imposed as prices begin to reveal the result of
currency depreciation. The Biblical Jubilee is introduced as God’s
alternative provision for the oppressiveness of excessive
indebtedness. It is noted that, while the Jubilee is a shadow or
picture of the debt release available in Christ, there is a counterfeit
debt release provided by the antichrist.
Chapter 12 – The New Coin of the Realm
Getting the point
Detailed explanation of the medium of exchange found in
Christ. The source, nature, and economy of the community
described in the book of Acts probed. The vitality of that community
is contrasted with what has been calling itself “church” since that
xiii

time. In the beginning it was a community of reigning grace. The
key to community is presented from The Gospel of Luke; “Those
who are forgiven much, love much.” The key to love is revealed as
resulting from release from monetary indebtedness. Monetary
indebtedness is a picture or representative of every kind of
indebtedness, and used to make a point about love. It is at this point
that we are weaned from the stuff of this old creation to the spiritual
realities of the new creation. In the politics and economy of Jesus,
the man is Christ Himself, the message is love, the platform is the
cross. The power of love is discussed.
Chapter 13 – Getting Liquid
Positioning for the long haul
Positioning for the liquidity of heaven. This is a matter of
selling one’s value system short, and buying long in the value
“system” of heaven. Here we assess the costs and the benefits of
saying “yes” to God. To move toward God is to move away from
relational dysfunction; it is to be better able, not less able or less
willing to get along with others. What has been passing itself off as
religion is clearly taking people in the wrong direction. A story
about a time share presentation is used to illustrate the point. In the
telling of that story, it becomes clear that before the antichrist burns
Babylon, Christ burns the Babylon that is located in our hearts and
between our ears. It’s all about the content of the heart. Driving out
the Canaanites prefigures the liquidity of lovers, not merchants.
Guns and lovers, two very different approaches to redistribution.
Living with the wisdom of two different worlds.
Chapter 14 – How Did the State Become Savior?
“Nothing you can’t get with a kind word
and a gun in your hand”
Here we explore various influences outside of the government
itself that have pushed it in the direction of becoming the savior
xiv

state. In this connection we have paid particular attention to the
influence of what’s been calling itself “church,” and representative
of God’s position as revealed in the Bible. Caesar’s image on the
coin is noted in connection with the money of the last Caesar, the
image of the beast. God has his way with both Caesar, and the beast.
Again the connection between numbering and taxation are looked at
more closely as well as the futility of government programs for the
production of life. Life begets life. Program begets program. Life is
the real difference between the “haves and the have nots.” Freedom
and slavery; who is your mother? When money never changes
hands; the real basis for tax exemption. Church and state – going to
bed with Caesar.
Chapter 15 – A Day in Court
Who’s representing you?
Ending up in trouble for doing the right thing. We can run, but
we can’t hide. Questions of purposeful evil are discussed including
the role of conspiracy. Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is touched
on. Again, war with the powers that be is looked at in the context of
blasphemy. The lovelessness of law and unforgiveness as revealed in
monetary terms is explored as well as outward signs of the true
content of the heart. The ultimate problem with keeping track of
debt. An in depth look at the meaning of “The abomination of
Desolation” spoken of by the prophet Daniel, and its relationship to
the 666 of Revelation. The tribunals of earth versus the court of
heaven.
Chapter 16 – Break the Bank
Black Monday and the fall of Babylon
Here we take a closer look at the Biblical perspective on
economic collapse. Of particular interest is the relationship of the
fall of Babylon to the revelation of the antichrist. Biblical types and
figures, as well as spiritual counterfeits associated with the second
xv

coming of Christ are examined. Babylon as indicative of man’s
compulsion to make a name for himself is discussed. Why Christ is
the stone that the builders reject along with man’s perversion of
God’s plan. Systems of economic distribution, and redistribution are
talked about, socialism, communism, fascism, etc.
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Foreword
(Quoted from Inflation: the Ultimate Graven Image)
Since the Fall, when man was tempted by the serpent, history
has been replete with efforts by individuals and elites to “be as
gods.” And if man is created to serve God, these usurping, sinful,
mortal pretenders have unrelentingly attempted to make the great
bulk of mankind serve them under all sorts of specious
rationalizations.
In an earlier day, monarchs claimed to rule by “Divine Right.”
Khomeini invokes religious sanctions. The descendents of Karl
Marx find mysterious “historic forces” to buttress their efforts to
legitimize tyranny and denial of life, liberty, and property.
It is an ancient and titanic struggle between the Prince of
Darkness and the Prince of Light, between good and evil, between
slavery and freedom.
Ferris understands that our sacred and inalienable rights derive,
as Jefferson noted so eloquently in our Declaration of Independence,
from our Creator. As God authored man, He is the sovereign
authority behind our rights to life, liberty, and property. The
pretenders have come and gone. They have, with sorry consistency,
drenched the pages of history with human blood, misery, and
bondage.
But the truth can set us free. Ferris explores, from a Scriptural
perspective, those forces in society that would undermine our Godgiven rights.
Knowing that economic and political freedoms are indivisible,
he stresses the role of inflation, “the ultimate graven image,” as a
malignant subverter of our rights and freedoms.
Inflation, or debasement of the fruits of our labors, is a subtle
means of enslavement by those who would “be as gods.”

xix

Ferris wisely observes that freedom requires a stable medium
of exchange, unit of measurement, and store of value. Gold has met
that requirement throughout the span of recorded history. Its value
cannot be diminished by political and economic manipulators.
But all of these questions are secondary to the fundamental
question raised in Ferris’ book: the question of salvation.
Man’s relationship to his fellow man and his relationship to his
mortal institutions are secondary, though related, considerations to
his relationship with God Almighty.
Ferris' book is no secular polemic. It is, rather, an appeal to
readers to respond to God's call. As Ferris says repeatedly, “What's
keeping you?” Ferris has found his peace . . . and wants to share it.
Congressman Philip M. Crane
U.S. House of Representatives
1969 – 2003
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Introduction
Words... There is a place beyond words, even beyond
knowledge. A wonderful book was written about that place. It's
called "The Bible." Fortunately or unfortunately, it fell into, and was
preserved by, and passed forward through history in some dull
hands, hands that historically were not always capable of hearing,
seeing, and understanding. The result was a latent, and then finally
an overt offendedness that brings us to this time and "paradigm
conflict" in history. So badly mishandled, the Bible is no longer of
interest to a post Christian world.
Offended by a Book so badly misrepresented, the culture has
gone elsewhere in its pursuit of, or aversion to truth, as the case may
be. An early alternative to the Judeo/Christian faith was/is Islam,
born out of the same offendedness in its own day. (It's interesting,
not to say "terrifying," to see what happens when love falls into
wounded hands, whether the hands of the offender or the offended.)
Even prior to that reaction to misrepresented love, there was
middle eastern religious thinking with a lingo all its own. It seems
all three have found themselves grid locked in the intersection of our
own day. It's not pretty, and the traffic jam is not easily cleared. It
appears all the traffic in the intersection has been discipled in
offendedness, each with its own special lingo, all of it offended and
offending.
Most of the "new age" traffickers have been offended by
what's been calling itself "church," but they're not the only ones.
There are many who are dropping out of institutional/organized
religion, including the big brand names of Christianity, who have
not yet abandoned Christ. This exodus from "church" is enormous –
trying to escape what is wrong with "church" without fleeing from
Christ.
A big problem in the intersection of all these various interest
groups is words. On their best day, words have a difficult time
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communicating what is actually going on in one heart and mind to
another. Once words have become so loaded/offensive, their task
becomes nearly, or perhaps actually, impossible. As I understand
our challenge, it is the need to place the Bible in its proper place of
honor, in the present pursuit of truth.
Going back, way back to a better time; the day before the
woman was removed, reducing humanity to two hearts where there
had been only one, we can only imagine how unspeakable that
unbroken intimacy must have been. We can even take pause to
explore the cause of our groaning desire to return once more, and
finally, to that place that surpasses the fallen knowledge of our
present wounding.
My very strong impression is that it was in and by the Creator's
removal of the woman that the whole creation became subject to
frustration, (Romans 8:20-23). We are told that the creation was
"frustrated in hope." What is the hope, and what is it that we are
hoping for? I'm reminded of the wonderful line from Kipling's "If"
poem: "...If you can see the things you gave your life to, broken and
stoop to build them up with worn out tools..."
There are centuries of wounding in the "baggage section"
between "post Christian," and "new age." All the baggage has the
same tag: "Offended!"
Perhaps if what's left of "Christianity" would just go away, the
gurus of the middle east could negotiate a peaceful settlement
between Islam and new age, and those three paradigms could march
off into the sunset at peace with each other.
As for me, I don't think so, at least not before the last Bible has
been burned. The Bible presents a different scenario, one that's very
difficult to dismiss for those who take the time to read it with the
same Spirit with which it was written.
Only after the completion of the main body of this work did it
become clear the warning this introduction should contain!
This book is not about information!
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A number of things drew me to this conclusion. A vast amount
of time in cyberspace, researching multiple thousands of facts and
details on the history of money, along with many patient supporters
who encouraged me to push deeper, bringing even more to light. As
a result I have gone far beyond what I had intended in making my
perception clear.
Thus it is that place beyond words, beyond knowledge – where
the author must invite the reader to go.
One chapter removed from the beginning, it is written: "This is
now bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called
woman, because she was taken out of man.' Therefore shall a man
leave his father and mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they
shall be one flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his wife,
and were not ashamed" (Genesis 2:23-25). One chapter short of the
end, it is written: "And I John saw the holy city, New Jerusalem,
coming down from heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband" (Revelation 21:2). Somewhere between the two, we find:
"This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the
church" (Ephesians 5:32).
Sad to say, what's been calling itself "church" has managed to
keep this "great mystery," well hidden from the eyes, ears, hearts,
and minds of those who are described as "... walking in darkness"
(Isaiah 9:2). The truth is that all the rest of the Bible has to do with
this great mystery!
Since my first wrestling with God’s position on money as
revealed in the Bible, there have been many conversations on this
and related subjects. Many of those conversations have been with
those who could be said to have a greater than average spiritual
intelligence.
Again, over the years since first looking at the subject of
money and the Bible, I have experienced and written much about
spiritual intimacy and relationship. I have concluded that even sex is
a parable. I see it as the 1st parable.1
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Should I survive this latest effort on the subject of gold, there
may yet be time to publish one last book, a book about the 1st
parable, and likely titled, “In Other Words, Sex Is a Parable.” By
now the writing of it is nearing completion.
Where our failure to get the point of these two parables is
concerned, it is difficult to say which failure has caused the greater
problem. In either case, it should be very clear by now to even the
dullest of observers, that the disaster – and near disaster – is
monumental. While the institution of central banking has gotten
stronger, the institution of marriage has been all but destroyed.
I will have something more to say about the necessity of
understanding these parables shortly, but for the moment I mention
them both only to make this disclaimer concerning our ability to
understand the second – the parable of money, or gold.
Our understanding must finally come down from above. I have
done all my feeble powers of communication can do even with all
the expert help received, and have been brought to a paraphrase:
“Save the Lord brings the understanding, the scholars search in
vain.”2
Having done what I could, I give you this helping hand to
know what to be looking for:
God is Love.3 God is not a merchant.
The difference between the two is a matter of the condition and
content of the heart. This difference in heart’s content is so beyond
the scope of how we have thought about the subject of money that
even theologians must be staggered by our failure to get the point.
When God chooses to reveal the truth of His love to human
history is the moment when “Kings will shut their mouths.”4
Yet for those who will hear and understand the “unspeakable
intimacy” of God’s love for each of us, this will be a new day, and a
new
beginning
relevant
for
this
critical
time.
1

Romans 1:18-27, Ephesians 5:31, 32
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Psalms 127:1
1 John 4:8
4
Isaiah 52:15
3
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Abstract
While reading a book titled, "Faith and Wealth - A History of
early Christian Ideas on the Origin, Significance, and Use of
Money," by Justo L. Gonzalez, something very powerful struck me.
It took place on the first resurrection Sunday, and concerns two
disciples on the road to Emmaus.1
In a nut shell, this is what I saw: doctrine, (information)
without the power to live it, is not worth leaving town with! The two
disciples had all the information then available, but left town too
soon.
Between Luke's gospel, and the book of Acts, his other letter to
his friend Theophilus, Luke gives us a good window into the days
immediately following Jesus’ resurrection.
"It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of
James, and other women that were with them, which told these
things unto the apostles."2
Luke's story about the two disciples on the road to Emmaus,3 is
about the day of Jesus' resurrection.
Luke ends his gospel with something that Jesus said later on
that same day: "Then opened he their understanding, that they might
understand the scriptures, And said unto them, Thus it is written,
and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the
third day: And that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
And ye are witnesses of these things. And, behold, I send the promise
of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye
be endued with power from on high.”4
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Luke finally ends with something that happened forty days
later:
Jesus “… led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up
his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he blessed
them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. And
they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: And
were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen."5
Luke then begins the book of Acts with this review:
The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that
Jesus began both to do and teach, Until the day in which he was
taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given
commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: To whom
also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible
proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things
pertaining to the Kingdom of God:
And, being assembled together with them, commanded them
that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise
of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly
baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost
not many days hence.
When they therefore were come together, they asked of him,
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel? And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or
the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But ye
shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he
was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while
they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee,
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven.
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Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey. And when
they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode
both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas,
Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon
Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. These all continued with
one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary
the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren... (the number of names
together were about an hundred and twenty,)6
"And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all
with one accord in one place."7
Apparently, Jesus spent forty days, with the eleven, and shared
almost exclusively about the Kingdom of God.
In Acts 1:3, Luke writes, "...unto the apostles whom he had
chosen: To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by
many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days..."
While He opened their minds concerning His suffering, it is
not so clear that He opened their minds about everything. A careful
reading of the New Testament record indicates that the apostle Paul
had some additional "mind opening" work to do even with the
eleven/twelve. Much of Paul's work was in the area of opening their
minds, or broadening and deepening their understanding of the
Kingdom of God. For instance: "...from now on we know no one
after the flesh..."8 or “… from a worldly point of view.” NIV
In any case, after forty days, they ask Jesus a question on the
subject about which He had been teaching them:
Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel?9
Before addressing the apparent disconnect here, between
Jesus’ teaching and their “need to know” agenda, we need to
paraphrase for economic or monetary or financial purposes, this
question of His disciples:
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"Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again gold and silver by
weight as the coin of the realm?"
It is worth keeping both of these questions in mind as we try to
understand Jesus' response.
It is also worth considering the possibility that there may have
been more than the eleven who were in Jesus' forty day seminar on
the Kingdom of God.
Speaking of the two disciples who had left Jerusalem, heading
for Emmaus, Luke tells us: "... they arose that very hour and
returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and
those who were with them, ...And they began to relate their
experiences on the road and how He was recognized by them in the
breaking of the bread. And while they were telling these things, He
Himself stood in their midst... Then He opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures (you have to believe that helped a lot!),
and He said to them, '... you are to stay in the city until you are
clothed with power from on high."10
Please note that Jesus did not arrive in the room until after the
return of these two disciples. One of the two disciples was Cleopas,
who may have been the husband of one of the three Marys, who
were at the foot of the cross.
John wrote: "... there were standing by the cross of Jesus His
mother, and His mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene..."11 (The way the New American Standard has it, one
could get the impression that Jesus' mother had a sister named
"Mary." That seems doubtful, and invites us to wonder who this
unnamed fourth woman might be. Perhaps it was Joanna.12)
Later on Luke writes: "These all with one mind were
continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women,
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and His brothers."13
Again, there may have been more attending Jesus’ forty day
seminar than just the eleven, among them, Cleopas. This to say that
there were other than the eleven who were significant to Jesus, and
who Jesus went after, apparently to be sure they were back in
9
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Jerusalem when he appeared again to Peter, and for the first time to
the others.14
Days go by, and Jesus spends those days, days that rolled into
weeks, with His apostles/followers, teaching them about the
Kingdom of God. It is not my understanding that Jesus blew off the
question of His disciples concerning the establishment or
reestablishment of the kingdom to Israel.
Their concern for the condition of Israel was understandable,
given their heritage, but they were still not thinking much beyond
that. We need to remember that this was the same group who, a little
later, criticized Peter for going to the house of Cornelius, a Gentile.
(Apparently, it was after that that Peter decreased and James
increased).
Their thinking was still earth bound, race bound, culture
bound, gender bound, “worldly,” and either Jesus didn't open their
eyes to understand the Kingdom of God or, having done so, they still
couldn't see it because they still lacked the necessary power to
understand it. (From what Jesus said to Nicodemus, they may not
have been born of The Spirit yet).15
When Jesus said "...ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth," He certainly had the spiritual equivalent of
political power in view as well.
It was an altogether different kind of political power, however.
It was not the power of taking lives, but the power of laid down
lives; not the power of killers or controllers, but the power of lovers.
Love empowers its object. The object of God's love was the
community of those who would receive it. The power of the
citizenship of the Kingdom of God is the same as the power of
economy, and the medium of exchange of the Kingdom of God. It is
all wholly other! It is the power and work of the Holy Spirit.
The wholly other power of the Kingdom of God turns out to be
the chemistry of the Spirit. There is nothing to do, and no place for
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flesh and blood in the Kingdom of God.16 The Kingdom of God is in
the Holy Spirit!17 Nothing else will function there. Nothing and no
one outside of the Holy Spirit is capable of explaining it for the
purpose of human understanding. If that could have been done, then
forty days with Jesus, the greatest teacher who ever walked the earth
as a man, should have had a better result. The things of the Kingdom
of God are spiritually discerned, and the carnal mind, no matter who
the teacher, and how much is taught, is incapable of grasping the
most elementary dimensions of the love of God.18
I wrestled with God for about seven years concerning the
subject of money in the Bible. I began that seven years of research in
the Word of God with a prayer, "Lord Bless me to know your
position on money," and I believe, at least in part, He did. While I
leave it to the reader to judge, it is just here that the required
paradigm shift so necessary for spiritual discernment becomes
apparent.
What needs to be said in the context of our current discussion
is that kingdoms have economies, and the Kingdom of God is no
exception. In fact, the economy of the believers was one of the first
things mentioned about the early Church:
And all that believed were together, and had all things
common; And sold their possessions and goods, and
parted them to all men, as every man had need. And they,
continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and
breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat
with gladness and singleness of heart."19 "And with great
power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. Neither
was there any among them that lacked: for as many as
were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and
brought the prices of the things that were sold, And laid
them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was
made unto every man according as he had need.20
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There was a thriving economy in the Kingdom of God, and the
medium of exchange was love. When I first saw this truth, I had
something like mental whip lash.
"How can love be money?"
I was not able to receive it easily because I was used to the
kind of wealth that was the power of those who possessed it. This is
the power summed up in the expression, “Money is power." Love,
however, empowers its object.
To help us understand this, consider the love of a parent as the
wealth of the children. The love we have for one another is the
wealth of one another at the point of receiving it.
This is very powerful. There is no wealth that can compare
with being loved and knowing it. That is faith’s response to the
gospel.21 God's love is not reactive like the kind of love that is only
good for friends. God's love is redemptive. It has the power to
change the lives of those who believe it.22
Another thing about God's kind of love is that it is not
quantifiable for tax purposes. Those who are loved are tax exempt in
the most important sense of exemption.
In any case, once I saw this, it was very easy to see that both
the kingdom and the economy of God had come to earth at
Pentecost. Remember the question of Jesus students/disciples:
“Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?"
Restore at this time the economy of Israel? The financial sovereignty
of Israel? Not in the way they were thinking, and, for the most part,
not in the way we have been thinking for two thousand years now
with our carnally minded, earth bound point of view. God had
something better in mind. Much better! But it was only available
after the Holy Spirit came upon them.
Information/teaching/(doctrine) is not enough, not even when
you get it from the Word of God. Understanding only comes with,
and in the Spirit of God.
If we grieve the Spirit, we are bound not to get it!
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Around the turn of the century, I had been wrestling with
"what came first: the Spirit/chemistry or the body language?" or
rather, “the Spirit or the community?” That brought me to the
circumstances that positioned the early Church for Pentecost.
Perhaps Jesus hung around for forty days because He knew
they would never make it in the upper room for fifty days. (The
wonder is that they made it for ten.)
It's not nearly so important what we know as it is who Jesus
knows: "Get away from me, I never knew you."23 "Now that you
know God or rather are known by God..."24
That may have been the last time that the Church ever got into
one place in one accord. The thing that keeps us from being in one
accord is all the stuff we think we know, and even the stuff we
actually know. What is needed is the gift of stupid. We need to
become as little children. The problem is that we have been trying to
substitute knowledge for the power of the Holy Spirit -25 information
for affirmation.
In the beginning, they didn't know anything but Jesus. They
came together and wound up in one accord. The Chemistry of God
fell on them all. Then they began to get to know things. They
especially began to get to know Jesus. Sad to say, it wasn't long
before the chemistry got smothered. It is the same today. Very soon
they knew too much to come together again, let alone in one
accord.26
In short, we really do need to know "…nothing, but Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified."27 That looks to me like the only way that
we are ever going to return to the upper room. Knowledge not only
"puffs up,"28 it blows us right out of the Kingdom of God, the
Church. “Systematic theology” is an oxymoron.

God is not a system!
It is a matter of doctrine versus life. We could wish it were
only "as distinct from life," but, sad to say, it really is "versus life."
This doesn't have to be true if our doctrine is Christ, but more often
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than not, such claims only turn out to be more lectures and letters;
and, oh yes, even books.
After three and a half years of being taught the doctrine of
Christ, by quite arguably history's greatest Teacher, they still didn't
understand. Not only that, but after the resurrection there were forty
more days of post resurrection teaching focused on the Kingdom of
God, taught, not just by history's Greatest Teacher, but by then,
resurrected. (That's got to be more riveting than a Ph.D., at least,
where undivided attention is concerned.)
They flunked the final, Acts 1:1-7. Or, was it only the midterm?
In a portion of his book, titled, "The Old Catholic Church,"
Justo Gonzalez examines the writing of Irenaeus, Clement of
Alexandria, Origen, Tertullian, Hippolytus, Cyprian, and finally in
Chapter seven, "Preparing The Way For Constantine," he looks at
the contribution of Lactantius. His object is to glean out of their
various writings, their positions on wealth, and the appropriate
Christian response to wealth.
If you are one of those who have wondered what became of the
early Church, it would be well worth your time to read Dr.
Gonzalez’s book.
While he has focused his attention on wealth and money, he
has provided us a very well documented window into a much
broader understanding of what happened in the post-apostolic
period. He has given us a step by step guided tour into the transition
or development in post-apostolic thought. He has gone a long way in
answering our wonder about what happened, and how such an
amazing community of light so quickly became the “Dark Ages.”
He has provided us with a very valuable summary of their
thoughts on the subject of wealth and money.
The whole approach became doctrinal. In reading what Dr.
Gonzalez has shared in his book, it becomes very clear that these
early "church" authorities took the Church in that direction. They
tried to reduce to a letter that which could only be lived out in the
14

Book three Abstract

power of the Spirit. That is how it’s done, and it always seems to
work. This will turn light into darkness every time. Take the work of
the Holy Spirit and reduce it to words, and presto: darkness! Then
call it “Theology,” and the job, devaluation, trivialization,
emasculation, enervation, even dissipation is done!
The letter kills but the Spirit gives life.29
Darkness that thinks of itself as light is the light that Jesus
spoke about when He said, “… if therefore the light that is in thee be
darkness, how great is that darkness?”30 It should be noted that
Jesus said this in the context of teaching about religious hypocrisy,
and that just before his summary statement, “you cannot serve God
and mammon.”
Little wonder that we, (the "church") fell so far from such a
great height.31
Professor Gonzalez gets us as close to understanding as we can
get, without the power of the Spirit. “Getting it” is only available in
the Spirit. It is the same with love; when words and explanations
have done all they can do, when you fall in love you will know it.
Gustave Dore’s rendering of “The New Jerusalem” is a
graphic example of our problem. His rendering comes short of what
the Scripture itself is very clear about, the difference between the
earthly Jerusalem and the “New Jerusalem.”
Here is what the Scripture says about “The New Jerusalem,”
as revealed in the book of Revelation:
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven
and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.
And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband…
And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the
gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the
names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel:.. And the twelve
gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and
the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.
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And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the
Lamb are the temple of it.32
Dore’s rendering has more than one street, and appears to
include a temple as well. Our point here is that we get so used to
seeing things according to our traditions and theologies that we miss
what God is wanting to tell us.
There is only one Street in the city of God. It is not "the
information highway.” It is not even Wall Street. In a very important
sense, it is a street called “Stupid." If we are running around in the
street trying to look smart, we can be sure that we are on the wrong
street, and from the wrong city.
This matter of street is about a battle with system. It is not a
battle with flesh and blood,33 but rather with fruit born of eating
from the wrong tree. This has been going on ever since Jesus’
disciples missed the point after their forty day workshop with the
resurrected King of Kings.
"For one brief shining moment..." like a flash bulb, the Church
of Christ was a blinding bright light, much too quickly extinguished
to all but a smoldering wick by those intent on leading disciples
away after themselves.34 The focus of Dr. Gonzalez’ book is on that
external gold and wealth which is not yet Christ. As such it is of
great value in helping us to see how we got where we are.
Unless, and until we get beyond our earthly perspective on
these things, our community of faith will continue to be a
community of denial. Denial can only guarantee defeat. In short, the
focus has been and remains in the wrong place. And looking at the
wrong person; "the big me," rather than "The Great I Am."35
… This is the victory, that overcometh the world: even our

36

faith.
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Luke 24:13-35
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Chapter 17
Time Out for a Brain Adjustment
Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding
count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a
man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.1
Before going any further in our study, wisdom suggests the
inclusion of two Biblical parenthetical admonitions: “whoso readeth,
let him understand,”2 and “Here is wisdom. Let him that hath
understanding count the number of the beast: . . .”3 In short, we are
warned going into this next subject that understanding may be a bit
of a challenge but it is vital to our quest.
This beast of Revelation chapter 13, is a very difficult subject
and “entity” to get clear about. In fact, there are two beasts in
chapter 13: the beast out of the sea and the beast out of the earth, and
neither one is easily understood. For the present we will focus our
attention on the first beast, the beast out of the sea.
There are many aspects to his personality. This beast is a
“person” with no God consciousness. That’s just the way beasts are.
We could focus our attention on his being the last world dictator,
more terrible than any previously known; or we could concentrate
on his being a usurper, one who would posture in the place of Christ,
even the second coming of Christ. These are all aspects of this
“person” that deserve our time, attention, and understanding. But,
for the purpose of this chapter and the next, given the object of this
study, we are constrained to focus our attention on his role as the
ultimate money changer.
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Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count
the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man;
and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.4
Now, let’s move on to looking at this “person,” whose name is
a man’s number.
We can look at him as a “person,” even a flesh and blood
literal person, who exists some time in history before the end of all
things. We could look at him as a person of the past or we could
look at him as a person of the future.
We could also look at the beast in other ways. The beast is one
who is given to making war against the saints, and worse, given
power to overcome them:
And it was given unto him to make war with the saints,
and to overcome them: and power was given him over all
kindreds, and tongues, and nations.5
Clearly, this is a very significant war, and, on at least one level,
a war not easily won by the saints. What we would like to do here is
to explore this war on another level, one that holds out some hope of
encouragement for us.
On the one level this is a war with and against the flesh – what
flesh wants as opposed to what the Spirit wants. On that level, the
saints are overcome. On another level, this is a spiritual war, one that
is waged against the mind and spirit of the saints.
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after
the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of
strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ; 6
On this level we need to look at this beast as a spiritual force of
wickedness, one not limited to a particular time and place. On this
level our attention is focused on this spiritual warfare that Paul tells
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us requires special weapons, and where the saints are not numbered
among the losers.
It is on this level that we find great encouragement:
As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day
long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay,
in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.7
There is another possibility that we need to take into
consideration, and that is a combination of these first two. It may be
possible that we have an ongoing struggle on a spiritual level with
this beast, and from time to time, and certainly in the time of the
end, have a flesh and blood struggle with a flesh and blood beast.
Many saints throughout history, as well as in our own day,
hold to one or more of these possibilities.
With these possibilities in view, we turn our focus to the beast
as the ultimate money changer. Earlier we looked at the monetary
history of the world and examined particularly the evolution of gold,
silver and graven images. We also looked at the medium of
exchange of the Kingdom of God, and we have come to appreciate
that this, too, has a history. This is the love of Christ, first introduced
to human history at the cross.
The warfare, in connection with this monetary history, has
been a bloody business, but, as bad as it has been in the flesh, it has
been even more violent in the spirit. The following passage is
illustrative of several points here, including the nature of the
violence.
On the one hand, Jesus speaks of two generations, the first of
which is that “born of women,” and He also speaks of two
kingdoms, the second of which is the “kingdom of heaven.” There
20
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are two populations, citizens of two kingdoms, and born of two
different sources. Jesus introduces a lot of information in one
sentence:
Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of
women there hath not risen a greater than John the
Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom
of heaven is greater than he…8
Jesus then goes on to share about the nature of the transition
from one place to the other:
… And from the days of John the Baptist until now the
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent
take it by force. For all the prophets and the law
prophesied until John. And if ye will receive it, this is
Elias, which was for to come. He that hath ears to hear,
let him hear...9
Noting what it takes to get His point, “ears to hear,” He
makes it clear that understanding what He is saying here does not
come automatically. For instance we have no evidence that between
“the days of John the Baptist” and the day Jesus said this that there
were overt violent skirmishes going on between the kingdoms of this
world and the kingdom of heaven. This suggests that we have to
look a little deeper to find the nature of the violence that Jesus is
speaking about here.
… But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is
like unto children sitting in the markets,10 and calling
unto their fellows, And saying, We have piped unto you,
and ye have not danced; we have mourned unto you, and
ye have not lamented...
Referring to the generation born of women, Jesus says they are
like children. Keep your ears open for mention of a second group of
children born of a different paradigm. He also has this first group of
children sitting in a context, “the market,” (a place of buying and
selling, promotion and competition).
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… For John came neither eating nor drinking, and
they say, He hath a devil. The Son of man came eating
and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous,
and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners...
“They say,” these are the children sitting in the market. They
have their opinions about John and Jesus, opinions rooted in where
they are sitting. They have wrong perceptions, rooted in a wrong
paradigm. The paradigm is between their ears.
… But wisdom is justified of her children.11
Here we have the second group of children, children not born
of women. These are the “children of wisdom,” citizens of a
different kingdom, seeing and hearing according to a different
paradigm.
The “violence” Jesus is speaking about here, at root is all
about a mind change.
Turning the tables on the money changers is a picture of the
mental/heart change required to get from one “generation” or
creation or kingdom to another. Those who seemed to get what He
was saying may have run away when it was time for Jesus to die, but
the others, those who didn’t get it, were in the crowd shouting,
“Crucify him!”
We have included the larger context in the quotation above so
that we don’t miss the word picture Jesus uses to make his point.
The men of this generation being like children sitting in a “market”
seems to be speaking about or directed at the religious experts.
This mind change or paradigm shift is of such monumental
proportion that it is difficult, perhaps impossible – even illegal – to
try to explain. Ultimately this is the difference between the mind of
Christ and the mind of antichrist. In searching for words that might
help us to understand the difference, the word, “grasped” comes to
mind.
Here it is from a passage in Philippians that describes the mind
of Christ:
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Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in
Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of
God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bondservant, and being made in the likeness of men. And
being found in appearance as a man, He emptied Himself
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death
on a cross.12
The mind of the antichrist is just the opposite:
Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day
shall not come, except there come a falling away first,
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;
Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is
called God or that is worshipped; so that he as God
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is
God.13
It is this element of “grasping,” this fallen attitude of mind that
comes from feeling “less than,” this desire for more, that is our
unstated or hidden agenda as we relate to others. It is a selfconsciousness that is contrary to the other-consciousness of Christ.
Lovers at their best are not self-conscious; they are other-conscious.
While we are here looking once again at the difference
between “less than” and “more than” in the present context, we need
note where we began. In our brief description of the Dore illustration
we touched on the economics of scarcity and the need for money.
The old creation is a place of scarcity. John the Baptist represents
the best of it, … Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of
women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist:
notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he…14
The best of the old creation is “less than” the least of the new
creation. The new creation is born of the revelation of a love that
makes the least of the new creation “more than” John the Baptist.15
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It is self-consciousness that takes us to the other city –
Babylon – (which is another way to think about relationship with
others) for what’s in it for us. This is the mind of fallen man that has
no awareness or revelation of the transaction or meaning of the
cross. This is a mind intent on merchandise rather than love:
Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have
set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God;
thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones
of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that
thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. By the
multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of
thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will
cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I
will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of
the stones of fire. Thine heart was lifted up because of
thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of
thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay
thee before kings, that they may behold thee.16
In this old fallen creation we are very much taken up with
markets (hopefully, free markets) and grateful for the merchants who
bring or supply to those markets the necessities of life. We ourselves
may be so engaged, but in the new and everlasting creation, there is
another economy and another mind set. The gold that backs this
other economy is the gold of God’s love in Jesus Christ. This is the
gold that is only available in the Spirit.
The magnitude of the paradigm shift is only part of the
problem. The other part is that this shift is only possible in the Spirit.
The Spirit prefigured in the water coming out of Eden17 brings to us
the gold that is Christ. It is not available any other way nor can it be
retrieved any other place. There is an altogether new economy in this
place in the Spirit, the economy of God. Getting there and staying
there is a matter of spiritual warfare.
Like the gold of the old creation, the gold of Christ, the love of
Christ has power in and of itself. Without exchanging it for other
things, it has the power to change our sense of being and our sense
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of value. There is a personal identity in being rich! A sense of power
and peace are two of the attributes that come to mind. In the love of
Christ, it is finished; there is nothing more to possess. This is the
treasure, the riches of “new or first love.” It was on the cross that
this great love was first introduced to human history.
But there is more here; “first love” or “new love” are phrases
that bring to mind the chemistry of romance. This is the kind of
wholly other love that has no consciousness of self, not even selfinterest. This is the love that is so powerful that it will die for the
other even when the other is taking its life. This is the power of
chemistry; this is the power of the anointing. This is the power of the
Anointed One! This is the power of the Spirit of God, the life-giving
Spirit of Christ, the second or “last Adam.”18 To be immersed in this
kind of love is to have no conscious need for any more or other. In
this love, “it is finished!”
After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now
accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith,
I thirst. Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and
they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop,
and put it to his mouth. When Jesus therefore had
received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.19
In that moment, viewed by the mind of Christ, everything was
“finished.”
Be that as it may, Satan is still intent on making a marketplace
of God’s house, the Church, Christ’s body. This is what Satan has
done and is doing in Babylon. In the description of Babylon and her
fall, the marketplace is predominant. As MYSTERY BABYLON is
Satan’s house, the body of Christ is the Lord’s house. Satan in the
person of the beast has made a market place of his own house. He
would also like to make a market place of those whom God would
have to be His house. Jesus died to have a house full of lovers. The
beast lives to have a house full of merchants.
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This is not to say that merchants are evil. They are not evil,
just not good enough or necessary in the Kingdom of God. This is
not to deny or criticize the realities or facts of this present life. This
is about a change of mind from one economy to another; the
economy of the Kingdom of God.
In Chapter 13 we talked about the Old Covenant “Promised
Land.” In the first instance it was the Land of Canaan. It was
occupied by the Canaanites. God’s chosen people were instructed to
drive out, even utterly destroy the Canaanites. We also noted in that
same chapter that “Canaanite” means “merchant.”
To borrow an expression from another kind of time and space
program, “Houston, we have a problem.”
When we arrive in the writings pertaining to the New
Covenant, once again we come face to face with the problem, as all
four Gospels record the “cleansing of the Temple.” Let’s look at
three of these, from Matthew, Mark, and Luke (we’ll discuss John’s
version in the next chapter); and in the case of Luke’s version, we’re
including some of the contextual material that precedes the story of
the cleansing in order to underscore Jesus’ concern for their
complete lack of understanding of the things that make for peace,
their failure to understand what time it was, and most importantly,
who Jesus was, and what He was all about.
And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all
them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew
the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them
that sold doves, And said unto them, It is written, My
house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have
made it a den of thieves.20
And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the
temple, and began to cast out them that sold and bought
in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the
moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves;
And would not suffer that any man should carry any
vessel through the temple. And he taught, saying unto
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them, Is it not written, My house shall be called of all
nations the house of prayer? but ye have made it a den of
thieves. And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and
sought how they might destroy him: for they feared him,
because all the people were astonished at his doctrine.21
Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this
thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now
they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come
upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about
thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every
side, And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy
children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one
stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of
thy visitation. And he went into the temple, and began to
cast out them that sold therein, and them that bought;
Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of
prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves. And he
taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests and the
scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy him,
And could not find what they might do: for all the people
were very attentive to hear him.22
Clearly, Jesus is not pleased when we turn His Father’s house
into a “house of merchandise.” And of course it’s easy to understand
his anger when we look at the three problematic activities that were
taking place there: buying and selling, money changing, and
thievery. Substituting the corrupt for the incorrupt is one of the
things that money changers are in the best possible position to do.
When Jesus threw the moneychangers out and spoke of a
transition from the Old Testament temple to the New Testament
temple, He clearly showed that a buying and selling mentality or a
preoccupation with money among believers is a violation of God’s
house. There also seems to be something inherent in their buying,
selling, and money changing that involves thievery. Jesus is intent
on lovers, not merchants. It is certainly possible to be both a
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merchant and lover, but to be both at the same time is called
prostitution. In Christ we are called to be lovers in training.
In the face of all this, we not only have cause to rejoice, but we
also need to take a hard look at ourselves. 1 Corinthians 11:28, 29
states,
But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of
that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to
himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.
We need desperately to understand the transition that Jesus
brought about, the transition resulting in a change of mind and heart,
and reflected in how we are with each other. 1 Peter 1:18, 19 says,
… Ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things as silver and gold, from your vain conversation
received by tradition from your fathers; but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot.
So far from substituting the corrupt for the incorrupt, it was,
and is supposed to be, just the opposite. In our dealings with each
other within the body of Christ we have been provided with the
precious and incorruptible blood of God’s Son. We should never
return again to the “mammon of unrighteousness,”23 lest we
ourselves become money changers.
Having already discussed the meaning of mammon in Chapter
4, it is enough to say that, whether righteous or unrighteous,
confidence in mammon is misplaced.
Moreover, we need to understand the difference in the meaning
of love before and after the cross, lest we find ourselves trying to
relate with the pre-cross love, when only post-cross love is “legal
tender” in the Kingdom of God.
For we are now called to remove ourselves from the
marketplace mentality and relate to one another according to a better
way. To do this, we must be aware that there is a war going on
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between our ears and in our hearts. It is a war with the thinking of
this present evil age. The Holy Spirit is in the process of
transforming us, transforming how we think, and transforming our
value system. He is preparing us to be a part of a new and
everlasting creation where there are no more tears and no more
shame.24
Tears and shame are not the only things that are eliminated as
we make the transition to a new creation. During the writing of, what
is now, Chapter 18, a conversation took place concerning the
cleansing of the temple. The question was asked, “Are you saying
that merchants are evil?” The question was like a shot from a
friendly sniper, one with deadly accuracy. This question is another
way of asking the major question of this book.
Having given the question some very serious thought, the
answer came, “Not evil, just not good enough.” Not good enough for
what? Not good enough for life in the Spirit. Not good enough for
life in the Kingdom of God. As that tidal truth continued to roll up
on my beach, a passage from Galatians came to mind:
But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a
schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith
in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus.25
In light of this passage, we could reformulate the question:
“Are merchants, gold, Jews, Gentiles, slaves, free, male, and female
– are all these evil?”
And our answer must be, “No.” We are not saying they are
evil. We are saying that they are not good enough for function as
such in the Kingdom of God.
Are they good enough, even honorable, where the affairs of
this life are concerned? Of course they are! The element gold, for
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instance, is not only good enough to serve as money, but from a
Biblical perspective, replacing it with something else is thievery.
But, whatever their privileges, powers, liberties, and or
limitations in this life, the living categories these identify, if not the
people bearing them, are done away in the age to come.
It is the reflection of the age to come that is incumbent on the
Church or temple of God in the present. As citizens of the kingdoms
of this earth, we are all of these things: merchants, Jews, Gentiles,
slaves, free, male and female, even while, as citizens of the
Kingdom of God, we are none of these things.
It is only in the Kingdom of God that gold is not good enough.
It is just there that we are in the Biblically awkward position of
having to explain the difference between the two economies, the
economy of this world and the economy of the Kingdom of God. It
is just there that we come face to face with the greatest mystery of
the Bible, as well as the problem of explanations:
And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why
speakest thou unto them in parables?
He answered and said unto them, Because it is given
unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,
but to them it is not given. For whosoever hath, to him
shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but
whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even
that he hath. Therefore speak I to them in parables:
because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not,
neither do they understand.
And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which
saith, ‘By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not
understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not
perceive: For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have
closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes,
and hear with their ears, and should understand with
their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal
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them. But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your
ears, for they hear.26
By now it has become clear where our difficulty lies. The core
problem has to do with explaining a love that surpasses knowledge.
It’s not so easy to wrap our minds around that!
In September of 2007, it occurred to me that the Kingdom of
God can be likened to a pond, “golden pond” if you like. The water
in the pond is the Spirit of God. All around the pond there are piers
projecting out into the water. These piers represent the “drawing of
the Father.” Jesus said, “No one can come to Me unless the Father
who sent Me draw him.”27
The shore beyond the pond is composed of our fallen venues,
paradigms, and idols. Those drawn away from all that, venture out
on the piers. Occasionally there are moments when those drawn out
onto the piers make that leap of faith off the end of the pier, and
experience something wholly other than the conversation, venues,
and paradigms from which they have come out. Two or more
meeting beyond the end of the piers from which they have come, are
able to enjoy an intimacy, sometimes even including words, that is
possible nowhere else.
Once we get to the end of the pier, the place where the
kingdoms of this world end, and the Kingdom of God begins, there
is just nowhere to stand to explain anything further. Words fail!
That said, several passages come to mind that may help us to
understand (I’ve added “KJV” and “NIV” to indicate that the
particular translations are from the King James and New
International versions of the Bible, respectively):
If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of
all men most to be pitied.28
…and to know this love that surpasses knowledge –
that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of
God.29
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Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because
thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first
works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou
repent.30 KJV
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and
certain of what we do not see. NIV – Now faith is the
substance31 of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen.32 KJV
…for everyone born of God overcomes the world.33
This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our
faith.34 KJV
Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day
will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of
lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.35
Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is
the fulfilling of the law.36
This war between our ears is a border war. It is fought between
the kingdoms of this world and the Kingdom of our Lord and of His
Christ. It is a battle for our hearts and minds.
In the Garden of Eden there was male and female. God said
that it was all good, but it was not good enough. The first thing God
called “good” after that was the gold in Havilah. It too was good –
but not good enough. Later it was written, “Forasmuch as ye know
that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and
gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your
fathers; . . ." 37
Gold was/is not good enough to redeem us from our present
mind which is the product and reflection of how things have always
been. Gold was good, but it was not good enough. Was it useful –
even necessary – here on earth? Yes it was and is, but it is not good
enough for the redemptive purpose of God, and it is not good
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enough to function as a medium of exchange in the economy of
God.
Gold gets its name from the color of olive oil, which is a
picture of the Holy Spirit. Strong’s has it this way: “#2091… Zahab:
from an unused root meaning, to shimmer; gold; fig. Something
gold-colored (i.e. yellow), as oil, a clear sky;-gold (en), fair
weather.”
The anointing with oil of the Old Testament pictures or
foreshadows the anointing of the Spirit in the New. This is at the
very heart of what it means to be the Messiah, the Christ, the
Anointed One
The real gold is the gold of the Spirit which in the Greek is
“Christos,” the Anointed One, the Messiah! Earlier we touched on
the shared meaning of “Christos,” Greek for Messiah, and
“Chrusos,” Greek for gold; “Chraomai,” – “furnish what is needed.”
What then can we say about all of this? Where the cares of this
life are concerned, Jews and Gentiles are present realities; slaves and
free people are present realities; male and female are present
realities; merchants are present realities; and gold is also a present
reality. Presumably all of it, except slavery, may be good, but none
of it is good enough in the Kingdom of God.
It should go without saying, thievery is not good anywhere, but
it also is part of the present reality. The thievery of money changing
is particularly troublesome. It is troublesome when it is done in the
temple of God, and when it involves the thievery of exchanging fiat
money, legal tender money – graven image money for gold; the
“mark of the beast” for the love of Christ – it is troublesome
everywhere!
Where the money changers of the Spirit are concerned, those
who would try to replace the love of God with the best love
available before the cross, the love that might possibly lay its life
down for a friend, that’s not evil, but it’s not good enough!38 Sad to
say, probably the most glaring example of this substitution of one
love for the other is what’s calling itself “church.” It preaches about
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love, but “if you don’t do it our way, we want nothing to do with
you.” “If you have a relationship with us, and we discover that you
see, say or do something different than we see, say or do, then go
somewhere else. Start your own “church.” The love that’s good for
friends is reactive, not redemptive.
And so we come once more to our question: "What's wrong
with merchants in the promised land, the Kingdom of God?”
This is perhaps the most useful question where focusing on the
content of human interaction is concerned. Again we face the
difficulty of using words to answer this question. The difficulty is in
trying to use words to explain a love that surpasses knowledge. Such
an explanation must inevitably result in a contradiction. How do we
explain something that “surpasses knowledge” without contradicting
ourselves, as well as the Bible? Yet such an explanation is the need
of this chapter. In this case, words are only so many irredeemable
sound bites. Unless they are redeemed by revelation, they are
worthless.
We have been speaking about two creations, two kinds of
government, two economies, two ways of living, two kinds of love.
In all of these, the Kingdom of God stands out as wholly other. The
old creation shadows, pictures, and models are a help in
understanding, to a point. They are helpful to the point of getting us
to the end of the pier, and perhaps even to the end of time, but there
must finally come that leap of faith that takes us to a place that is
altogether new.39
It is just here that we are in danger of two mistakes. One is to
believe that we have made that leap of faith, only to have arrived
back where we began, except with delusions of heaven. The other is
not to leap at all, making the mistake of supposing that we can
arrange things well enough by our own efforts to have heaven on
earth. This is the mistake of taking all the things that God has
provided, things that, in the first instance, seem good and may in fact
be good, but continuing to wear ourselves out with our fallen “do it
yourself” projects.
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“All that is needed for evil to triumph is that enough good
men do nothing.”
With all due respect to Edmund Burke, the Irish philosopher of
the Eighteenth Century, that’s good, but it’s not good enough. It’s
not about doing good, in the first instance; it’s about a revelation of
who we are in the eyes of Jesus Christ, the Messiah. Enough good
men doing something only works if we first discover who we are in
God’s sight.
The Biblically clear facts of life are that there is “no one good,
no not one.”40 In some sense, this is the meaning of Galatians 4:4:
“But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son…” What can
this mean, except that by the time Jesus came, enough had been said,
enough had been written, enough had been done, and enough time
had been spent to demonstrate that “there is none righteous, no not
one.”41 That’s a necessary precondition for seeing ourselves in
God’s eyes and letting Him have His way with us.
What to do? What to do?

God sent His Son.
By the time we get to the end of the Bible we discover that
what has been missing from what has been calling itself “church” is
love. We also find out the only thing that will remain is love. This is
not about just any kind of love. This is not about the love of friends.
This is not about a love rooted in the value of its object. This is
about a love first introduced to the world by the sending of God’s
Son.42 It had never been seen before, though there were and are
some types of love from which we can hope to get, at least, a little
bit of understanding. We discussed this beginning on the first page
of Chapter 2, under the heading, “God’s Love Patent.”
Where there is only one person, there is no market place and
no merchants. These things require two or more participants. Having
said that, however, between two people there is something even
more basic, more fundamental than a market, merchants, and
merchandise: there is relationship. The Bible is about relationship. It
begins with relationship: “Let us make . . .”43 and ends with
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relationship: “And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband.”44 Jesus prayed and died for relationship.45
Relative to our relationships here on earth, where gender is
concerned, we remain hung up on the plumbing. Where
merchandise, the material necessities of life are concerned, we are
clearly hung up on marketplace transactions, on buying and selling.
But there is a place where these hang-ups are done away with. That
place is in Christ; that place is the Kingdom of God; that place is in
God’s love, and that place should also be Christ’s Church! The one
He said that He, and He alone, would build.46
Just as under the Old Covenant, when the Canaanites/
merchants were to be driven out of the promised land, now the battle
is raging over another kind of turf, the turf established by and upon
those whom the Lord would have as His very own house, even His
own “land.”
Jesus is the chosen person. He is the one who is called to
occupy the “land.” We are the land. The merchants that have to be
driven out – even killed – constantly, over and over, all day long
every day, are the merchants in us, in each one of us. It is His loving
occupancy that makes us willing to die, makes us willing to live “the
laid-down life.” A love that’s good for enemies is a love that is
bound to die.
In short, this is not about some kind of business as usual. This
is about a change of heart and mind, and one is at a loss to find a
way to describe its magnitude. (For those who are familiar with the
research and writing of Steven Hawking, this is about an “event
horizon” where everything changes. For those who are not familiar
with Steven Hawking, and “black holes,” there is a quick
introduction in the Appendix.47)
We conclude by looking at another word that the Bible uses to
identify this change of mind or “event horizon.” That word is
“hour.” The Biblical use of this word translates finally into
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something much bigger than what we normally mean when we use
the word “hour.”48
Jesus referred to it many times. The following are exemplary:
But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels of heaven, but my Father only . . . Therefore be ye
also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of
man cometh. 49
Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall
not pass away. But of that day and that hour knoweth no
man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the
Son, but the Father.50
Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh
at an hour when ye think not.51
And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come,
that the Son of man should be glorified…
Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father,
save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto
this hour.52
A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because
her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the
child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that
a man is born into the world.53
Remember therefore how thou hast received and
heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt
not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt
not know what hour I will come upon thee…
Our examples have in view the “event horizon” of Jesus. These
all refer to that moment in time when Jesus does something. The
point we want to make here is that “hour” can mean the moment,
even the moment of truth. The “I Am” moment is in the now. All
that is past, at best, are the moments of the “I was.”
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In the following we see the word “hour” applied to the doing
of the Antichrist. The “hour” referred to is an “event horizon.” Both
the “hour” of Christ, and the “hour” of the Antichrist are mindblowing and unexpected. In our last example below it is a world
class temptation that is said to be coming in an “hour,” the hour of
truth, so to speak.
Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also
will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall
come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the
earth.54

What’s keeping your way of thinking?
1

Revelation 13:18
Matthew 24:15
3
Revelation 13:18a
4
Revelation 13:18
5
Revelation 13:7
6
2 Corinthians 10:1-5
7
Romans 8:36-39
8
Luke 7:28
9
Matthew 11:12-15
10
Emphasis added
11
Matthew 11:11-19. See also Luke 7:24-35
12
Philippians 2:5-8, New American Standard Version
13
2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4
14
Luke 7:28
15
Romans 8:37. See also page 312 in the appendix, Household Finance in the
Kingdom of God—Teaching Knowledge.
16
Ezekiel 28:14-16
17
Genesis 2:10
18
1 Corinthians 15:45
19
John 19:28-30
20
Matthew 12:12, 13
21
Mark 11:15-18
22
Luke 19:42-48. The context which immediately precedes the quoted passage
may also be significant for its meaning. We will touch on John’s Gospel in this
connection in Chapter 18.
23
Luke 16:9, 11
24
Revelation 21:2-5
2
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Galatians 3:25-28
Matthew 13:10-19
27
John 6:44
28
1 Corinthians 15:19
29
Ephesians 3:19
30
Revelation 2:4, 5
31
"Substance"—"5287. hupostasis;... a setting under (support), i.e. (fig.) concr.
essence, or abstr. assurance (obj. or subj.): -confidence, confident, person,
substance.”31
32
Hebrews 11:1
33
"world"—"2889. kosmos; prob. from the base of 2865; orderly arrangement.
i.e. decoration; by impl. the world (in a wide or narrow sense, including its inhab.,
lit. or fig. [mor.]): - adorning, world.”
34
1 John 5:4
35
2 Thessalonians 2:3
36
Romans 13:10, NIV
37
1 Peter 1:18
38
Romans 5:10
39
2 Corinthians 5:17
40
Mark 10:18
41
Romans 3:10, Psalms 14:1-3
42
1 John 3:16
43
Genesis 1:26, emphasis added
44
Revelation 21:2
45
John 17:1-26
46
Matthew 16:18
47
See Appendix I—Chapter 17—Event Horizon.
48
Strong's has it this way: "#5610 - ho'rah a prime word; an 'hour' (lit. or fig.):day, hour, instant, season, x short, [even-] tide, (high) time.”
49
Matthew 24:35-44
50
Mark 13: 31-37
51
Luke 12:40
52
John 12:23, 27
53
John 16:21
54
Revelation 3: 3, 10
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Chapter 18
The Ultimate Moneychanger
And he causeth all . . . to receive a mark in their right
hand, or in their foreheads: and that no man might buy
or sell, save he that had the mark … It is the number . . .
Six hundred threescore and six.1
The beast, the last world dictator, the Antichrist, the man of
sin, the Wicked, the abomination of desolation, the final Caesar, is
also the ultimate moneychanger.
What is his function in God’s plan as it relates to the things
that are going on in the world right now? What are the implications
of his existence and purpose in the things that are happening to us at
this time?
Whether in the geography between our ears or in the
geography of nations, the beast sets up his kingdom on the ashes of
Babylon. At that moment he will look more like God than anyone
ever has before. Daniel gave us the first major glimpse of this whole
procedure, and the beast is wiser than Daniel.2 He knows the
Scriptures. Satan and his agents knew Christ when He first appeared.
Satan knows that the world is waiting for the second coming of
Christ. It is his intention to present himself as God. All of the work
that he does in preparation for his revelation is an attempt to
duplicate the events that the Scriptures tell us will take place prior to
the coming of Christ. The focus of this chapter will be the monetary
aspect of those events.
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Jesus promised His overcomers that they would get a new
name written on their foreheads.3 The beast will also set up a system
with his name written on his followers. They will think that it is
theirs to reign a thousand years, but they have been deceived.
Antichrist is not Christ, and the days of his reign will be shortened.4
An element of this deception, which is of immediate
importance, is the new method of buying and selling. Jesus himself
had a strong reaction to the money methods of His day.5
And the Jews’ Passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem, and found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep
and doves, and the changers of money sitting: and when he had
made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple,
and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money,
and overthrew the tables; and said unto them that sold doves, Take
these things hence, make not my Father's house an house of
merchandise.6
Terrible things were going on during Jesus’ ministry on this
earth; people were adulterers, drunkards, gamblers, killers, and
robbers. All of these things were going on, and yet He chose buying,
selling, and money changing in the temple to react to physically. In
fact, it was the very first thing that He did on the first day that He
was willing to be proclaimed king.7
Seeing the beast for what he is, the ultimate moneychanger
helps us to understand Jesus’ response to the moneychangers of His
day. They had made a marketplace of God’s house.
Then answered the Jews and said unto him, ‘What sign
showest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things?’
Jesus answered and said unto them, ‘Destroy this temple, and
in three days I will raise it up.’
Then said the Jews, ‘Forty and six years was this temple in
building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days?’
But he spoke of the temple of his body.8
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As Jesus justifies His actions, or speaks of the sign that would
justify His actions, He immediately makes the transition from the
building that was built by the hands of men to that building that is
His body. We have, right in the text, the explanation that He spoke
of that temple which was His body. Here, clearly, we get the
transition from the building of the Old Testament to the building of
the New Testament, the body of Christ. But the Jews of Jesus’ day
didn’t understand. There is plenty of reason to believe that we don’t
understand even in our own day.
Paul introduces 1 Corinthians 13, the love chapter, by saying,
“… And now I will show you the most excellent way.” He says this
immediately after discussing how the body of Christ works. It’s
really quite amazing; one could easily understand Chapter 12 as an
explanation of a division of labor or a marketplace of function. It is
on the heels of that explanation that Paul makes that transitional
introduction to the subject of love.
There are two ways of looking at what he has in mind here.
One is to see love as “a more excellent way” of accomplishing the
sum of all the things those body parts are called to do, and the other
way is to see love as the glue that holds all those interrelated
functions together.
In either case, it is about the object or function of the body.
It is the body, His body, that Jesus offers as the sign that he has
the right to throw the merchants, thieves, and moneychangers out of
the temple of God.9
Turning the tables on the moneychangers was a monetary
reform of sorts. For some historic examples, see the appendix J,
Chapter 18 – Historic monetary reforms.
Right here we get the transition from the building of the Old
Testament to the building of the New Testament, the body of Christ.
Today Satan would make a marketplace of God’s house, the
Church, Christ’s body. This is what Satan is also doing in Babylon.
Therefore, in the description of Babylon and her fall, the
marketplace is predominant. In the same way that MYSTERY
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BABYLON is Satan’s house, the body of Christ is the Lord’s house.
Satan has made a marketplace of his house. He would also like to
make a marketplace of those whom God would have to be His
house. Jesus died to make lovers out of His house. The battle is
raging over the matter of a marketplace, those whom the Lord would
have as His very own house.
Babylon is explained in part as “… the great whore that sitteth
on many waters…”10 The waters are explained as “… peoples, and
multitudes, and nations, and tongues…”11
Over the years of looking at, and thinking about this, a couple
of things have occurred to me; first, when a prostitute falls in love,
she’s out of business; second, one of the reasons that the Antichrist
makes war on love is because the spirit of the Antichrist is pimping
for Babylon, and that spirit is especially after, “… the kings of the
earth,.. and the merchants of the earth…”12 – that is, the rich and the
famous.
In Matthew 21:13, where the driving out of the moneychangers
is also recorded, Jesus says, “It is written, My house shall be called a
house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.” The only
way that the body of Christ can ever be a house of prayer is for it to
be in right relationship to God and itself. In Matthew 5:22-24, Jesus
says that if a person is angry at his brother or if his brother has
“ought” against him, he should immediately seek a reconciliation so
that God will not judge him. As long as the body of Christ is divided
against itself, as long as it is permeated by marketplace thinking and
keeping track of debt, it cannot stand.
The seventeenth chapter of John contains Jesus’ prayer to His
Father for the Church:
I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but
that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the
world, even as I am not of the world… Neither pray I for these
alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their
word; that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in
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thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me.13
God is going to answer the prayer of His Son.
As of this hour, many Christians are still not reconciled to each
other enough that the world can see and believe. However, it is still
written, “My house shall be called a house of prayer,”14 and God’s
house shall be called a house of prayer. We are that house. A house
divided against itself cannot stand; we shall therefore be reconciled
in this present evil age before Jesus comes back again. Sadly, it is
almost unthinkable that God’s people will be what He has called
them to be without persecution. Some believers, it seems, are not
going to be reconciled to their brothers until they find themselves in
the same cell for the same cause. Others will probably die before
they will be reconciled. In either case, God is able, and His house
shall be called a house of prayer.
Everyone and everything that will not be reconciled will be
shaken out of the way.15 What remains will be reconciled to the
glory of God. The reconciliation of the body of Christ requires
massive repentance on every level. The body has been broken
vertically as well as horizontally. To all of those who think of
themselves as leaders, the word of the Lord is that unreconciled
leadership is self-disqualified. What’s been calling itself “church” is
where it has been led. This is to say, it is no accident that the body of
Christ has been so badly torn apart. This is the work of unreconciled
leadership, leadership that is in the business of leading disciples
away after itself.16
Money and debt problems in the material realm are a picture of
similar problems in the spiritual realm. We are unable to pay our
own way in both places. As a result, we have a problem with debt
and forgiveness of debt in both realms. The solution to the problem
in the material realm is much like the solution of the problem in the
spiritual realm. If we cannot spend more than we have in the
material realm, then we cannot spend more than we have in the
spiritual realm either. “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our
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debtors . . .”17 is true in both places, and in both places the solution
is not robbery, but our willingness to forgive.
Fake forgiveness, white-knuckle forgiveness, which is to say,
lip service forgiveness, that just writes a person off or worse, if
possible carries deep wounding but is doing its best, (white
knuckles) to actually forgive, still leaves the economy unclean, in
both realms. It is only the love of God that finally settles the debt,
and it is that love that we need to draw on and extend if we are to
participate in the forgiveness part of the redemptive process
available only in the economy of God. This is the forgiveness that is
only available “under the blood.” To try to operate on any other
basis is to be numbered among the moneychangers. These are the
ones that Jesus is intent on driving out of God’s house.
Through His mercy and grace, we must repent now or suffer
the consequences. “For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold
the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; While it is
said, Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in
the provocation.”18
In the New Jerusalem the street of the city is “… pure gold, as
it were transparent glass.”19 When Jesus overthrew the tables of the
moneychangers, the gold and silver were cast into the street in a
figure or as a kind of sign that it was time for a change. Ezekiel
prophesied:
They shall cast their silver in the streets, and their gold
shall be removed: their silver and their gold shall not be
able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the LORD:
they shall not satisfy their souls, neither fill their bowels:
because it is the stumbling-block of their iniquity.20
This verse really needs to be read in context to get the full
picture of what is happening here and the timing involved. In
context, this is being spoken to a people who have rejected God’s
provision in the person of His Son.21
In Biblical times, the city of God had no wires and no wireless
by which to be in touch; the street was the way. Transactionally and
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relationally, Jesus has opened up a new and better way, a living way,
a precious way, the way of love. In fact, Jesus is the way.22 For those
who are graced to believe and embrace this with faith, it is finished;
there is no more keeping of accounts, no more keeping track of debt.
The transaction of relationships among those who are part of the
Kingdom of God is no longer to be accomplished by gold and silver.
It is in this sense that Jesus accomplished a major monetary reform
when He overthrew the moneychangers.
During the days when the finishing touches were being put on
this chapter, the U.S. was experiencing a liquidity crises. It was
associated in fact, and in the media, with something referred to as
the “housing bubble,” or as Alan Greenspan preferred to call it, “the
housing froth,” (many smaller bubbles all bursting at more or less
the same time. Funny how that happens). To bail out the economy,
most notably the stock market and the banks, the Fed pumped
liquidity into the market while slapping the hands of mortgage
companies that had been “too lax in their lending proclivities.”
In short, there was a bailout that was sufficient to save most of
the banks and finance companies, even if many over extended home
buyers were allowed to go down the drain.
Where human indebtedness is concerned, and that on a more
personal level, Jesus also provided a “bail out.” He bailed us out of a
much more pervasive liquidity crises, one that covered human
failure on a much broader basis. The liquidity He provided was His
own blood. The Bible tells us that “love covers a multitude of
sins.”23 It was this love that Jesus demonstrated to the world when
His blood was shed on the cross, and for that reason those who
belong to Him are said to be “under the blood.” Someone who is
under the blood is considered to be covered, to have his or her debt
covered. To be under the blood is to have our debt covered – all of
it, of every kind, in every way. If it is not under the blood, then it is
not in the Kingdom of God or of the economy of God. We have not
only been brought near by the blood,24 but we have been made one
by the blood.25
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But there is still more that so far, it seems, has failed to meet
our eye. What kind of gold is this that is “transparent?” The answer
is,.. well, “crystal clear.” A street that is clear as crystal or “clear as
glass,” is a street where nothing is hidden. There are no hidden
wounds, no hidden motives or agendas there. The street is the way,
and the way we get anywhere in the city of God is God’s kind of
love. His love is the liquidity of the city of God. His love is not only
as good as gold, it is even better than fine gold,26 and, even better
than that, it is not a unit of account. It doesn’t keep track of debt.
Not only is the street “… pure gold, as it were transparent
glass,” but the whole city is “… pure gold, like unto clear
glass.”27This is a city where all are known, even as they/we are
known.28 It is the gold of the covering of the love of Christ that
makes such transparency possible.
After mentioning treasure in Matthew, chapter 6, Jesus goes on
to talk about our ability to see. There Jesus says, If our eye is single,
our whole body will be filled with light…”29 If we have a “single
eye,” we are focusing all our vision, our attention, on one thing. To
put it another way, we could say that a single eye is clear, free of
obstruction; nothing is hidden to it. Elsewhere Jesus said, “This is
my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you.”30
Paul went on to say, “All the law is fulfilled in one word, even this;
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”31
When all the law is reduced to love, all the keeping track of
debt becomes obsolete, “old,” “worn out.”32 When all the rules are
replaced with only one rule, our eye becomes single. Not only does
the rule of love make it “clear as glass” that we don’t have it in us
to obey the rule, but it points us in the right direction – toward the
cross, where we discover what love is, as well as the One who is the
power to love in us.
Jesus brings his remarks about our ability to see to the
following conclusion, “. . . you can’t serve God and mammon.”33
Please note that it is not the mammon that is evil, but rather the
giving over of ourselves to the service of mammon rather than God.
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The city of God is not a city of geography, but a place of
proximity, nearness of people, one to another. It is a place of
spiritual proximity. Whatever else this means, it means first and
foremost that the way we get someplace in the Kingdom of God, the
city of God, is through love. According to Paul in Galatians, even
faith works by this love. The power of proximity is love. This is
what brings us near. Lack of love, or lovelessness, puts distance
between us. With that as a given, then, no matter what else needs to
be transacted between you and me in the Spirit, love is the medium
of exchange that makes it possible. This is especially true in those
moments when what you have to give is not what I want, or worse,
what I would like to avoid. It is the liquidity of love that makes such
transactions possible.
A couple of years ago, for instance, I was having a
conversation with someone who told me that they had done
something that was very destructive to me, and for me. They wanted
to know what I thought about it. It went way beyond the need for
“turning the other cheek.” Fact is, they were in great pain about it
also. Problem is, I didn’t have enough love, enough liquidity right in
that moment to help them with their pain. The look of love was gone
from my eye, and I was temporarily bankrupt where my ability to
help them was concerned.
I knew right away that the problem was not what they had
done; the problem was the lack of love in me to properly respond –
to be redemptive rather than reactive. It was almost two weeks
before I could get the look of love back in my eye, so that I could
help them. To get that look back, I had to go to the bank at the foot
of the cross, and stay there until there was enough in my account so I
could go help them out. That was/is the liquidity of the cross.
The look of love is in our eye. When something else gets in
our eye, a beam or a mote,34 we are not much use to anyone. We
certainly can’t help them to get anywhere except perhaps to a ditch35
or a parking lot.
There is no place for a hidden agenda or denial on a street that
is pure gold, clear as crystal. The way to get someplace in the city of
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God is free of all that. Only by passing through the cross is it
possible to shed all that kind of baggage.36 Of course, in the Spirit;
there is only one way to pass through the cross; we have to be in
Jesus. He is the only One who went that way and lived to tell about
it.
Aren’t you glad that we have such a powerful witness to the
resurrection? Why else would we choose to go there except there be
the promise of a spiritual reformation, of a new and better way of
living, including a better economy?
The beast will counterfeit this reform. Just as with the reform
that Jesus makes possible, the transactional relationships among the
followers of the beast will not be accomplished by gold and silver.
Both Christ and antichrist, replace gold and silver with another
medium of exchange. In both cases it is a monetary reform.
The monetary reform of the beast is a counterfeit. It replaces
gold with something that is worthless, and worse than worthless –
“debt money.” The new money of the beast marks us to keep track
of debt; the love of Christ marks us to “forgive everyone,
everything.”37 The monetary reform of Christ is the real deal! The
monetary reform of antichrist is counterfeit.38
Other monetary reforms have occurred throughout history.39
Generally, they take place with the collapse of the old system.
Typically, the order of events is that the government expands the
money supply so much that the people repudiate the money
altogether. They will no longer accept and do business with the
money of the king, with fiat money. When they refuse to accept the
money, the transactions stop, and Babylon, in a figure, falls. It is at
this point that the government brings about monetary reform.
When the people refuse the government’s money, they find
other ways of dealing with one another. They generally revert to
barter. As soon as that happens, the government has lost control of
the people and its own ability to fund itself. That ability depends on
the people’s acceptance of its money, its provision. When the people
refuse its provision, the government has lost its handle on them and
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must come up with a credible monetary reform in order to
reestablish its control. It is at the point of repudiation that the
monetary reform comes.
So, too, it will be with Babylon; the gold and the silver will
have been corrupted so far beyond their original purity and intent, so
corrupted by conformity to graven images, that they will be cast into
the street. From a Babylonian or secular standpoint, it is the gold
that is bad. To the carnal mind, the image is what is important. And
so the stage is set for the penultimate monetary reform of the age.
The key difference between the reform of Christ and the
reform of the Antichrist is that, in the kingdom of the beast, buying
and selling will still exist, while in the Kingdom of God, buying and
selling will have been done away.40 There is no place for
marketplace relationships in the Kingdom of God.
This present age is a sandbox, a teaching time for us in
preparation for the age to come. We have a new life right now, and
an eternity ahead of us better than anything we might have
conceived.41 We have been called to the Lord and one another in
terms that make the most thrilling utopia of man’s imagination pale
by comparison. As we endure this time of teaching and trial, as we
suffer for the testimony of Jesus and are transformed into His image,
we need not feel sorry for ourselves, that we are no longer part of, or
at home in the old system. We are receiving a better inheritance, a
more abundant life, and a better hope. We have the graphics of the
Old Testament and the promises of God in the New, that Christ will
never leave nor forsake us, that He is with us always, even “unto the
end of the age.”42
For the present, we are caught up in a mixed bag. On the one
hand we need to continue to function in the ways of this present age.
On the other hand we are lovers in training, learning the ways of the
age to come. In the final analysis, the old transactional forms of
Babylon will be done away under the new system of the beast, the
“New World Order.” To whatever degree we might have been
snared by the old transactional system, due to the necessities of this
present evil age, that will all end as we make an instantaneous
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transition at the final trumpet.43 Then we will no longer think of
dealing with one another in that way; nor will we be forced to deal
with anyone in that manner any longer.
Whatever the system, it is clear from the Bible that, of all
men’s idols, our own desire to be God is number one. We usually
place something about ourselves before God, thus making obedience
to God a secondary consideration.
The contrast between the attitude of Satan and the attitude of
Jesus Christ demonstrates this point. Satan is the one who would
exalt himself above God as though he were God. Jesus Christ is the
One who, in the form of God, did not consider equality with God a
thing to be grasped. He humbled Himself and became a man.44 The
difference in attitude involves idolatry. The needed change is to
another mind. In the end, it all comes down to a choice between the
mind of Christ or the mind of the Antichrist; each has its own mark.
The desire to be God was at the root of the successful
temptation in the Garden of Eden and was also the reason for Satan’s
fall.45 Satan stumbled over his own wisdom. In Proverbs, wisdom is
compared and contrasted with merchandise:
Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man
that getteth understanding. For the merchandise of it is
better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain
thereof than fine gold.46
No matter how we arrive at the truth, if we make our grasp of it
more important than our relationship to God, we are bound to fail.
It's almost “quitting time!” Where will we be at “the closing
bell?” Will we find ourselves in love or will we be preoccupied, up
all night, trying to figure the angles and agendas for tomorrow’s
marketplace? There are many who name the name of Christ, but who
are still earthbound, old-creation-bound, in their thinking. “If in this
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most
miserable.”47
In context as I understand it, two things are required to get us
past this pitiable earthbound hope. The first is faith that embraces
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the resurrection. The resurrection of Christ is the beginning of a new
creation. In that sense it is a resurrection creation, it is a place on the
other side of death. The second is faith that makes that resurrection
substantial in the now, in the moment. The life and love that comes
with that faith is altogether new. It is born of a love that is so far
superior to any that was known in the old creation, that a buying and
selling mentality is not even on the radar. Where heart’s content is
concerned, there is not a merchant in sight in the city of God.
In speaking of this city, the Bible says: “And the twelve gates
were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and the
street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.”48
The city of God has twelve gates. This tells me that we can
enter it from any one of a number of directions, but our access is
only by the grace of God. (The gates are of pearl. This is a picture
for us of the grace of God. A pearl is composed of an irritant,
covered by nacre, secreted by the oyster. In our case, God has to
supply the covering, and that’s called “grace.” We supply the
irritant, and God supplies the grace.)
Once we get through the gates, however, there is only one
street. A street is a way to get someplace. The name of this street is
Love. Love not only invites us in, but it is the only way to get
anyplace in the city of God. In that sense, it is a one-way street, and
that way is love. The street is of pure gold. Nothing impure is
allowed in or on that street. This is the street paved only with God’s
kind of love.
Aha! There are those words about transparency again. The
street is “clear as glass.” There is nothing hidden on this street.
There are no hidden agendas; there are no fears, no angles, no
thoughts of “what’s in it for me?” If we are harboring impurity or
agenda, even the agenda of hoping to “peddle the word of God for a
profit,”49 we may think we are in the city of God, but we are selfdeceived. Those things and attitudes of heart are not permitted on the
one-way street of God's New Jerusalem.
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Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because
thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first
works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou
repent.50
If we are not in possession of God’s kind of love, which in this
passage is identified as “first love,” we are not in the city of God,
and we are not in a position to give witness to it. The “candlestick”
positions us to give witness. Without God’s kind of love, we will
lose our candlestick; we will be unable to serve as true witnesses. If
the world is dark and getting darker, this is the reason.
No amount of merchandising in the temple of God can make
up for this loss of light, no matter what we are peddling.
We are not speaking here about some kind of once-and-for-all
change in this life that has us living in a whole new way. Rather we
are speaking of a place in the Spirit that those in Christ are able to go
from time to time as they feel and respond to the witness of the
Spirit. In a sense, we are living a double life, some of it lived in the
Spirit, and, sad but true, most of it lived in the world, doing what the
cares of this life require for the sake of our own bodily needs and for
those who are dependant on us for their needs as well.51
So, what are we hoping for? Actually, the more important or
telling question is, “What is God hoping for?” As humanity
continues its downward spiral into woundedness and dysfunction, its
own hopes are lost. And faith has no raw material to make
“substantial,” in the sense we read of in Hebrews 11:1:
"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen."
Faith makes hope substantial or gives it substance in the now.
Where there is no hope, faith has nothing to work with. We need to
discover and embrace what God is hoping for, and when we do,
what is written comes true: “. . . everyone born of God overcomes
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the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our
faith.”52
We need victory, because before faith becomes sight and is no
longer needed, we are warned, “Don't let anyone deceive you in any
way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the
man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.”53
If we recall, one of the most fundamental things that has been
written about love is, “Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore
love is the fulfilling of the law,”54 so we could also say of this one
who is “doomed to destruction,” he is the man of lovelessness.
What is calling itself “church” is not perceived by the world
around it as loving. This is salt “. . . without savour.”55 So far from
having the power to change things for the better, this gathering of
lovelessness has turned the world in upon itself. It has spawned even
more false prophets and false religion, all of it doomed not only to
destruction, but, by its very loveless nature, destructive in origin and
purpose.
There is a place where all of this is done away with. It is all
done away with in Christ. Whatever information we may have
received from this study, it is of no value if we do not know Jesus
Christ and the power of His resurrection.
We are liable to place so many things before God and
obedience to Him. What is important in our life? What are the things
that make us anxious? Are we concerned about breaking the good
china or staining the new rug, about losing the respect of our friends,
or gold coins, or our social standing, or our business position, or our
economic status, or our pulpit, or our place in the pew? Is the fear of
losing these things of more concern than the possibility that we are
out of harmony with God? Answering these questions gives us an
indication of whether or not we have a problem with idols, or a
marketplace mentality. Idols, or a marketplace mentality, are not
necessarily preoccupations with physical things; rather, they have to
do with the internal things, the attitudes of the heart.
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When God comes to find a man to do a job, getting clear of
such preoccupations is of first importance. Almost without
exception, in the conversational give-and-take between God and His
chosen vessel, the man asks, “Who am I that I should do this?”56
Whether it is Gideon, Moses, or Jeremiah, God ignores the question.
The question is not relevant. There is nothing in us that is important.
It is not who we are, nor the gifts that we possess, nor what we own
that is important. It is whether or not God is with us. God’s answer
to His chosen vessels is that He will be with them.57
Whatever wisdom may be contained within the pages of the
Bible, it will be of little use to anyone unless God is with them.
The lesson of the selection and calling of the Old Testament
prophets is picked up and echoed in the New Testament, as Jesus
reassures His followers, “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the
end of the world.”58 The important thing about the followers of Jesus
Christ is not what they bring to the table, but that He is with them
and is their sufficiency.59 Often it is hard even for Christians to
recognize the sufficiency of Christ.
The “hour” heralded by the trumpet blast of this chapter is not
the seventh or final trumpet. It is the sixth trumpet, and as such, as
close as the appearing of the Antichrist is permitted to get to the
second coming of Christ.
And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from
the four horns of the golden altar which is before God,
Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose
the four angels which are bound in the great river
Euphrates. And the four angels were loosed, which were
prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a
year, for to slay the third part of men.60
Where the money-changing subject of this chapter is
concerned, we see that in the same “hour” of the revelation and
power of the Antichrist, the wealth of Babylon comes crashing
down.
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Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying,
Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for
in one hour is thy judgment come...
And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed
in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with
gold, and precious stones, and pearls! For in one hour so
great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster,
and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many
as trade by sea, stood afar off, And cried when they saw
the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto
this great city! And they cast dust on their heads, and
cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great
city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea
by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made
desolate.61
This final confounding of the business of Babylon, this
desolation of Babylon becomes the fertile ground for the Antichrist’s
last hurrah. This is the moment for the final economic reform in and
of the old creation. It is ushered in on the ashes of the Babylonian
system. It is the “. . . mark of the beast without which no man might
buy or sell.”62
This is the final counterfeit, the last “hour” of temptation. This
is the best that evil can do to “. . . fool if possible the very elect.”63
In short, at the heart of the difference that Jesus makes in the
economy of men is a change in the medium of exchange, a change in
the money, a change in the way we think and the way we love. This
is the point of the parable of gold.
It is by the power of the cross that this change is made. It is at
the cross that there is a dying to the old system and an entry into a
new way of living. The proof of the transformation is that those who
have come through the cross with Him are willing to take up their
own cross and live and die as He did. Here is the credibility of our
belief in His love for us. A rich man has no idea who his friends are,
except perhaps those who are willing to die to be with him.
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Just as transactions in silver and gold are no longer good
enough for the followers of Christ in the eternal economy of God, so
it will be for the followers of the Antichrist. The reform of the last
moneychanger will take his followers from gold and silver to his
mark on their minds and bodies. That’s as close as he is allowed to
get to the mark that Jesus makes in the life of a believer. The one is
false, and a lie; the other is true. The transactions among the
followers of the Antichrist will not be accomplished by gold and
silver, but they will still be energized by a heart and mind more
occupied with buying and selling than the love of Jesus.
Again, the key difference between the monetary reform of
Christ and the monetary reform of the Antichrist is that, in the
Kingdom of God buying and selling have been done away with,64
while in the kingdom of the beast, buying and selling will still exist.
Whatever the cares of this life may require in this present age, there
is no place for marketplace relationships in the Kingdom of God as
such. This is at the heart of the gospel. This is core to the
redefinition of love that took place at the cross.
Maybe you are one of those who have been in the battle
without God and victimized in and by a war of which you have been
unaware. Maybe God hasn’t been with you simply because you
haven’t invited Him. Maybe the problems that confront you are way
beyond your ability to cope and you are finally willing to admit it.
Maybe you haven’t done such a good job of running your own life
and would like to invite Him to take over.
You can do that right now. There is no special time or place.
Give up whatever or whoever you are to His love, and place your
trust in the new reality that He is with you, and that you can know
His presence.
In the final chapter I hope to get beyond lecture and
doctrine/teaching, and share, on a personal level, the practical
implications of all this for this present age, the here and now. But for
now, I ask once more:

What's keeping you?
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Chapter 19
What Time Is It?
. . . It shall be for a time, times and a half. . .1
Timing can be a tricky business, so here, at last, we will stop
for a moment to take a look at timing.
In Ecclesiastes, generally attributed to Solomon, we read:
To everything there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under heaven.2
Not long after this printing of my study of money, a phrase
occurred to me: “The eschatology of Love.”3
While a lot of different kinds of time are mentioned, it may be
significant that “a time to buy, and a time to sell” is not listed among
them. Where successful interaction with an economy is concerned,
understanding the difference between the time to buy and the time to
sell is critically important. Timing may not be everything, but it
certainly ranks up there with the most important things.
Under the Old Testament way of thinking, time mattered. It
was counted in days, weeks, months, and years. Then, as the new
times of the New Testament dawned, we read that Jesus Christ came
in the fullness of time.4 During this age, however, which extends
from the time Jesus died until He comes again, with the possible
exception of the last half of the seventieth week of Daniel, (see
Daniel 9:24-27, also Chapter 15, “A Day In Court”) time is not to be
counted in literal days and years. The time clock of the New
Testament, the quantifier or that which measures the longevity of the
New Testament, is the making up and perfection of the body of
Christ.
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We see this clearly in Revelation 6:9-11:
And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the
altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of
God, and for the testimony which they held: And they
cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy
and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on
them that dwell on the earth? And white robes were
given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them,
that they should rest yet for a little season, until their
fellow servants also and their brethren, that should be
killed as they were, should be fulfilled.
From a human perspective, the question has to do with timing,
but from a divine perspective, the answer has to do with the
completion of divine purpose. There is a number, and there is also a
dying.
As with so many other concretes of the Old Testament, time is
also a shadow of things to come. Its concrete importance under the
Law points to its spiritual significance under grace. Those who are
still hung up on time in the old sense, who observe days, weeks,
months, and years5 are referred to as those whose faith is weak.6
As God came to earth when His house was complete in
accordance with the instructions given, first to Moses and then to
David, so too, Christ will come back when His New Testament
house is complete. The believers are to be living stones, built up in a
spiritual house that will exceed in glory the temple of Solomon.7
What was counted in terms of time and set in stone as a building
under the Old Testament is counted in terms of the making up of the
body of Christ in the New. The body of Christ is also the New
Testament temple of God or God’s building or house.8
This leaves the question: how are we to understand the
meaning of the last half of the seventieth week of Daniel? To begin
with, we need to figure out what happened to the other sixty-nine
weeks. As we understand it, the seventy weeks began with the “…
decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem.” 9 We should note that it is
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well understood by the scholars that the weeks of Daniel’s prophecy
are weeks of years. Therefore, I am persuaded that it was 69 times 7
years or 483 years from the time of that decree to the day that Jesus
showed up at the Jordan. There are certainly various theories and
debates about these dates, but that is the understanding that looks
right to me.
Jesus tells us that, after the abomination of desolation occupies
the holy place, there will be a period of tribulation the likes of which
the world has never seen, and which is never to be repeated.10 We
hear about this period in two different ways: in Daniel 12:7, we hear
that it will last . . . a time, times, and an half. In Daniel 7:25, there is
a similar construction: . . . until a time and times and the dividing of
time.
What do these strange ways of talking about time signify for
us? And, while we’re at it, let’s look at some other very specific –
and strange – periods of time that show up in Revelation: 1,260 days
occurs in Revelation 11:3 and 12:6, while forty two months can be
found in Revelation 11:2 and 13:5. To save you from running for
your calculator, let me tell you that 1,260 days divided by a typical
30-day month comes to – are you surprised? – 42 months!
But we can’t leave it there. Just to complicate things further,
let’s look at a couple of additional numbers that Daniel presents to
us. First, in Daniel 12:11, we read, And from the time that the daily
sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh
desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety
days. Then in the next verse, he tells us: Blessed is he that waiteth,
and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.
Our best understanding of all of this is that, at the beginning of
the seventieth week of Daniel, the Messiah, “the anointed One,”
(Daniel 9:25) appeared and was anointed by God at the Jordan river
on the occasion of His baptism by John the Baptist.11 For me, it is
Jesus who confirms the covenant with many for one week,12
Daniel’s “seventieth week.” Jesus not only fulfilled the requirements
of the Old Covenant with His perfect life, but He established the
New and everlasting Covenant with His death. He Himself said,
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“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am
not come to destroy, but to fulfill.”13
His death came in the middle of the week, the “seventieth”
week. The Messiah was cut off and crucified, and with His
crucifixion, according to the economy of God, the daily sacrifices of
the Old Testament ceased,14 and time stood still. This left one half of
a week to go for:
… the finishing of transgression, the making of an end
of sins, the making of reconciliation for iniquity, the
bringing in of everlasting righteousness, the sealing of
vision and prophecy, and the anointing of the most
holy.15
The crucifixion of Jesus made time stand still in the middle of
the seventieth week, and time will begin again with the exaltation of
Satan in the person of the beast as the abomination of desolation,
thus finishing the seventieth week.
If we look at this from the vantage point of creation, how God
does creation, and keeping in mind the New Testament perspective
where creation is concerned, with His resurrection Jesus became the
first born of a new creation,16 and in Him we also are a new
creation.17 In the middle of the first week of the old creation we find
the fourth day of the week. Going back to Genesis, we remember
that it was on the fourth day that
God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the
day, and the lesser light to rule the night… And God set
them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon
the earth, and to rule over the day, and over the night,
and to divide the light from the darkness…18
The function of these lights was, and is, to divide light from
darkness. Hidden in the midst of time is this division of light from
darkness. We see this in the persons of Messiah, (Christ) and
antichrist. This is the mystery of the church age. During this age,
light is being separated from darkness and, to that end, two
mysteries are at work: the mystery of iniquity,19 personified in
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MYSTERY BABYLON,20 and the mystery of the riches of God’s
glory,21 personified in the bride of Christ.22 It is in the middle of the
last week of the old creation, (again in God’s economy) that we see
His awesome work at the birth of a new creation.
It is said of Jesus that He is the light of the world. John
elaborates on this in saying, “In him was life; and the life was the
light of men.”23 “Some of the most familiar verses in the New
Testament pick up this motif of light – and, by implication, the
darkness from which it is separated. In John 8:12, Jesus says,
“I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”
In Matthew 5:14, He says,
“Ye are the light of the world.”
And finally, in Luke 12:51, He emphasizes the division
between light and darkness when He says,
“Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I
tell you, Nay; but rather division.”
We can see clearly that, during this new age, the children of
light (obedience) are being separated from the children of darkness
(disobedience). The former are the bride of Christ, the latter the
bride of Satan. This is not an age where time counts, but where
division counts. When the division is completed, Christ will come
again, as He clearly tells us:24
“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels of heaven, but my Father only.”25
No man knows the day or the hour because time is not the
measure. Concerning the timing of all these things, including the
events of the seventieth week, Jesus says in Matthew 24:34, “This
generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.”
The word in the Greek of which “generation” is a translation
has the sense of “age, generation, nation, time.” If time has been
standing still since Christ was crucified, then a generation of time
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could easily include the mystery of this entire age and a literal three
and one-half year period, the last half of the week, at the end of
which all those things will have come to pass. This is confirmed in
Psalms 22:30: A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the
Lord for a generation. This is the seed of Abraham.26 This is the
single seed of John 12:24. This is the Seed that became the many by
which the new birth into the new creation is made possible.
In Jesus’ time, the Psalms were referred to, not by number, but
by quoting the first verse of the particular Psalm.
So, when Jesus cried out from the cross, "My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me?"27 we can understand that in two ways.
First, of course, He was speaking out of great anguish and despair,
but the words He says are also a clear reference to the 22nd chapter
of Psalms, from which comes the verse about the seed “accounting
to the Lord for a generation.” The fact is, shortly before He was
betrayed and taken, John tells us that He said to several of His
disciples, in a hugely prescient statement, “Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth
alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.”28 When Jesus died,
it was as though a seed was cast into the ground to die. The fruit of
that death is the Church yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in
itself.”29 All of the seed within the fruit of Jesus’ death, the church,
is first generation, according to God’s accounting. It is as though
each of us born into the Kingdom of God is the immediate
consequence of Christ’s death. The whole Church is one generation
in God’s sight.
Controversy over the Scriptures is by now so well known, that
it may help some if I repeat once again the thought that the only
accurate translation of the Scriptures is the one that the Holy Spirit
brings to the heart and understanding of each believer. And so I have
shared the understanding that I trust is mine from that source.
On pages 206 and 207, I have provided a graphic
representation of the time line, as I understand it and have discussed
it here.
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When we first looked at the division between light and
darkness, we made a reference to two mysteries at work.
Those mysteries are growing exponentially. What does this
mean? An exponential relationship is one that varies between zero
and infinity. An example is the relationship between pressure and
volume. As volume is halved, pressure is doubled. As volume
approaches zero, pressure becomes infinite.
This is the relationship Jesus uses as He describes the signs of
the times in Matthew 24:8 and Mark 13:8. Time is one variable and
frequency and/or intensity of events is the other. The relationship
between the two is like labor pains or, as we read in Matthew 24:8
and Mark 13:8, “the beginning of sorrows.” As birth draws near, the
pains grow closer, and the intensity of the pains increases, until at
last the birth is accomplished. The relationship between the
contractions and time is exponential. The relationship can be shown
graphically and is seen in our representation of the mystery.
By breaking it down into three phases, Jesus helped us to
better understand the mystery. The first phase is the beginning of
birth pains, verses 4–8, and comprises the longest and least intense
period. The second phase, verses 9–14, includes the abounding of
iniquity, or the great falling away,30 which is marked by universal
suffering and persecution and is considerably shorter and more
intense than the first phase. We also need to note here, that the effect
of abounding iniquity is that “…the love of most grows cold.”31 In
short, iniquity makes war against love. Our lack of love is the
evidence that we have been wounded in action.
The final phase, which is described in verses 15–28, is very
brief. In fact, it might perhaps be even shorter – and worse – than
anything the world has ever seen. It is best known as “The Great
Tribulation.” We would seem to be approaching the end of the
second phase.
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There are many activities or trends in the world today which
could be plotted against time in this way. They all make essentially
the same exponential curve. Population growth may be the most
striking example, but there are others: the increase in human
knowledge; the advance in technology; man’s ability to destroy;
immorality; and many other areas all suggest the end of time as we
have known it.
Likewise, inflation can also be spoken of in three phases.32 In
phase one, the money supply increases faster than the corresponding
increase in price levels. This is the result of something called the
“money illusion.”
The “money illusion” is that perception of the value of something as
a medium of exchange that makes us take care not to throw it away
as worthless. Of course, it’s easier to believe that a gold coin has
value than it is to believe that a paper image has value, especially if
the relationship between the paper image and the gold coin has no
integrity.
When those who control the printing press increase the number
of paper images relative to the gold coins, the money illusion begins
to break down. That’s what happens when bankers get their hands in
the cookie jar. Normally it’s called “theft.” When it’s done in
collusion with the U.S. Treasury Department, it’s called “monetary
policy.” In either case there are guns involved on or behind the
scenes. People begin to hang on to their gold coins, but their
willingness to trade in their paper images causes prices in the market
to rise in proportion to the increase in the paper money supply. This
is phase two. During phase one, the price rise lags behind the
increase in the money supply. By phase three the money illusion is
shattered to the point that prices increase even faster than the
increase in the money supply. According to this monetary sign of the
times, back in the Carter years we began to get a glimpse that we
were fast approaching the end. This present period can be
understood as the lull between labor pains.
The birth pains will return, however, even the monetary or
inflationary symptoms of them, and the mystery of iniquity will
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continue its acceleration, and climax with the abomination of
desolation, or the revelation of the antichrist. This will begin phase
three, the last half of Daniel’s seventieth week, the final three and
one half years of the age. The actual period of time may be
somewhat shorter for the sake of the elect,33 thus preserving the
uncertainty of the time of Jesus’ coming. Jesus said that the day and
the hour knoweth no man, not even He Himself.34 This just to say
that the days wouldn’t have to be shortened much to provide that
level of uncertainty.
As for this terrible last phase, “the great tribulation,” it is said
of the beast in Revelation 13:7 that “it was given unto him to make
war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given
him over all kindreds and tongues and nations.” This is to say that,
whatever our lot in phases one and two, in the end we are certainly
set up for the kill. Remember, the answer to the saints under the altar
is not the day or the hour, but the completion of the number of
“Those who will die in like manner.”35
Jesus said, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”
Similarly, the people of God are going to feel the same way as they
too face a half a week of death, of darkness, of night. “I must work
the work of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when
no man can work.”36
Just as with so many other concretes of the Old Testament that
have their spiritual counterparts in the New, so too with Jesus’ time
in the grave. As He lived, died, and was punished under the law,
which was a shadow of things to come, so His death and time in hell
foreshadowed our death and time under the beast. He was broken
(bruised) for us, as indicated in John:
If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it
hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love
his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth
you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The
servant is not greater than his lord. If they have

70

What Time Is It?

persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have
kept my saying, they will keep yours also.37
Here, as elsewhere, Jesus reaffirms that Old Testament
prophecy given in Daniel 12:7: “… it shall be for a time, times, and
an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power
of the holy people, all these things shall be finished.” Key phrase
here – “… scatter the power…”
Again, this apparent defeat of the flesh is confirmed in
Revelation 6:11: “… and it was said unto them, that they should
rest yet for a little season, until their fellow-servants also and their
brethren, that they should be killed as they were, should be
fulfilled.”
In the end, we too, will be broken for His name’s sake. To this
entire age, Jesus said in Matthew 12:39, 40:
An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign;
and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the
prophet Jonas: For as Jonas was three days and three
nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
The book of Revelation refers to the duration of the reign of
the beast in three ways, all of which are identifying the same period,
forty two months, time times and half a time, and twelve hundred
and sixty days.38 All of these can also be expressed as one half a
week, as understood in Daniel’s prophecy.
To an evil and adulterous generation, the three and one half
day/years of the great tribulation will seem as though there is no
God, that He is dead, buried in the heart of the earth for three and
one half days, a half of a week, forty two months. This terrible
“time, times, and an half time,” which yet remains to be fulfilled,
will be the ultimate manifestation of the sign of Jonah, finally
capped off by the death and resurrection of the two witnesses of
Revelation, chapter 11.39
It may be worth noting here, that a “type” of Jesus’ death is the
time of Jonah in the belly of the whale. Two things strike me in this
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connection. First, death is the place where Jesus said that the “corn
of wheat” would be multiplied. When He said that He Himself was
that single “corn of wheat.” Most of the New Testament references
to the seed of Christ, both before and after His death, are translated
“seed,” and in the original are “sperma.” In Galatians 3:29, for
instance, we read:
And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise.
In Christ’s death the single seed becomes the many seeds. The
time of Jonah in the belly of the whale is the type of the sign given
to this evil and adulterous generation. Off hand, I know of no other
species of animal that includes a variety whose first name is
“sperm.”
There is of course also a woman involved in all of this:
For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one
by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. But he who
was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of
the freewoman was by promise. Which things are an
allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from
the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is
Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and
answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage
with her children. But Jerusalem which is above is free,
which is the mother of us all. For it is written, Rejoice,
thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou
that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more
children than she which hath an husband.40
The second point of interest here is that on our mother’s side,
the woman identified is “the desolate woman” of Isaiah 54:1:
“Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth
into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail
with child: for more are the children of the desolate than
the children of the married wife, saith the LORD.
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Of all the women that could have been cited in Scripture as
“our mother,” it is no accident that Paul chose a “desolate woman.”
This is consistent with the contrast that is made between flesh and
Spirit from the beginning to the end of the Bible. As we search for
the power and way of God revealed to us throughout, we discover
that the desolation of the flesh is the fertility of the Spirit. God
perfects His strength in our weakness.
In Isaiah, beginning with Isaiah 52:14 through chapter 53 to
54:1, we see an identity of two desolations, that of Christ Himself,
52:14, and those who see and identify with His desolation, 52:15,
53:1, and finally 54:1. Again, in the economy of God, the desolation
of the flesh is the fertility of the Spirit.
Returning once more to the sign that evidences what is
happening, there are at least two important indications that the sign
of the prophet Jonah is not yet finished. First, the two witnesses of
Revelation, chapter 11. They are killed by the beast, and after lying
in the street for three and one half days, “… the Spirit of life from
God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet: and great
fear fell upon them which saw them."41 The sign of Jonah involves
three and one half days.
The second clue is the prayer of Jonah from the belly of the
great fish:
I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, and
he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou
heardest my voice. For thou hadst cast me into the deep,
in the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me
about: all thy billows and thy waves passed over me.
Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look
again toward thy holy temple.
The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the
depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped
about my head. I went down to the bottoms of the
mountains; the earth with her bars was about me
forever: yet hast thou brought up my life from
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corruption, O Lord my God. When my soul fainted within
me I remembered the Lord: and my prayer came in unto
thee, into thine holy temple.
They that observe lying vanities forsake their own
mercy.42
But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of
thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation
is of the Lord. And the Lord spoke unto the fish, and it
vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.43
The first clue tells us that the sign of Jonah will be repeated at
the end of the age by the two witnesses. Since they are witnesses
during the reign of the beast, namely three and one-half years, we
understand the period of their death to be three and one-half twentyfour hour days, the last three and one-half days prior to Christ’s
appearing. Immediately after their resurrection is the sounding of the
seventh and final trumpet.44 This clue tells us that the sign of Jonah
is still operative and having its prophesied effect – putting fear into
those who remain upon the earth.45
The second clue is the statement in Jonah’s prayer concerning
“They that observe lying vanities…” Jonah’s circumstances make
strange surroundings for that thought to even occur, let alone be
included in a prayer for deliverance. In the context of the great
tribulation, however, when the Church is swallowed up in the belly
of systematic leviathan, when it is not only surrounded by those who
observe lying vanities, (the last and worst of all being the “Mark of
the Beast”) but is being persecuted by them as well, that line of
Jonah’s prayer will be very appropriate – relevant – timely. Jonah’s
circumstances would seem to point to the events at the end of the
age. Thus the sign of Jonah is still with us as we continue to be that
same generation to which Jesus spoke, and for whom Jonah was to
be the sign.
Apparently this sign will finally have its effect, for at the end
of old creation time, Philippians 2:10-11 tells us,
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… that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in the earth, and things
under the earth; and that every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
For now, the Lord waits . . . till his enemies be made his
footstool.46 In the process, light is being divided from darkness, and
Satan is being used as a kind of fidelity tester. He was used to test
the fidelity of the bride of the first man, Adam, and he will be
allowed to test and tempt (remember the “hour of temptation” that
we spoke about in the last chapter) the fidelity of the bride of the last
Adam, Jesus Christ.47 Jesus talks of His bride through Peter, when
He said to him, “Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you
as wheat.”48 The “you” in that passage is plural. He is talking
through Peter to the apostles, and through them as foundation stones
to the rest of us, the whole Church.49 He is saying, in effect, Bride,
Satan has desired to have you, to sift you as wheat. In fact, Satan is
used time and time again for precisely that purpose – to sift God’s
people.
Babylon is the bride of Satan. Like the Church, there is an
essential unity. There is not a political church and a spiritual church.
There is only one Church, Christ’s body, the fullness of Him.50
Satan is the prince of this world. His kingdoms are of this world.
The two go hand in hand. This is true for the Kingdom of God as
well. You cannot divorce the spiritual Bride of Christ from the
political bride of Christ. There is only one bride, and she is the
expression of all of God’s plan in the earth. All of Satan’s plan, the
spiritual, political, economic, and moral aspects – all of it is
wrapped up in Satan’s bride, Babylon the Great.
A clue to her identity is her name, “MYSTERY BABYLON.”
The Church is the mystery hidden from ages past, as told in
Ephesians 1:9-10:
Having made known unto us the mystery of his will,
according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed
in himself: that in the dispensation of the fullness of times
he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both
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which are in heaven and which are on earth; even in
him…
It was a mystery that Jesus would come and reconcile Jew and
Gentile to each other and God. The whole Church Age was a
mystery, hidden from ages past.51 The Bible tells us about those who
are being saved. In the same sense, in MYSTERY BABYLON we see
those who are being lost. As conformity with or to the image of
Jesus is a process, even a mysterious process, which takes place over
time, similarly, the process of change in the unbeliever as he is
conformed to the image of the beast is gradual. This process takes
place while Babylon is still here. The power behind the change is the
spirit of the antichrist, Satan’s counterfeit holy spirit. For the present
we, too, go from glory to glory by the power of the Holy Spirit; but
when Christ appears we will be like Him, the final transformation
taking place in a moment, as told in 1 Corinthians 15:5.
When the antichrist appears, those who are being lost will also
suddenly be changed. John the Baptist said:
I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but
he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I
am not worthy to bear; he shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost, and with fire.52
It is the Holy Ghost that conforms us to the image of Christ.
But Jesus also baptizes with fire. We believe that the baptism of fire
is part of the refining process. It is the trial that 1 Peter 4:12-13 talks
about. It is the method by which God tries His people like gold and
refines them as silver.
But the Lord hath taken you, and brought you forth out
of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to be unto him a
people of inheritance, as ye are this day.53
The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold:
but the Lord trieth the hearts.54
Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have
chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.55
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His work will be shown for what it is, because the day
will bring it to light, because it shall be revealed by fire;
and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it
is.56
This fiery baptism is an integral part of the qualitative sifting
process that goes on as we approach the end of the age. The sifting is
one aspect of the refining process. The trial by fire gets hotter and
hotter as we approach the end of the age. From the Old Testament
right on into the New, immersion in fire is for the purpose of
refinement. As we are refined in this way, the Holy Spirit enables
the new man to go through the fire while leaving the old man, and
the systems of this world, behind. The man who is bogged down in
the miry clay, the things of this world like fiat paper, legal tinder,
and digital debt will not pass through the fire. When the time to put
the torch to Babylon comes, she will be highly flammable; the
central banking systems will have supplied the better part of the
volatiles. Whether it be the everyday trials of the age or the ultimate
trial at the end of the age, God’s purpose is to make a people fit for
fellowship with Him and with each other.
The antichrist also baptizes with fire. We see this in Revelation
13, where the beast out of the earth causes fire to come down from
heaven, a kind of satanic Pentecost.57 This causes those who dwell
on the earth to wonder after the beast. The spirit of the antichrist also
performs the counterfeit of that ultimate fiery trial.58 The beast is
given power by ten kings for one hour; to burn Babylon and make
her desolate.59 Babylon is the bride of antichrist, and passes through
this fiery trial in much the same way as the bride of Christ has her
fiery trial. Satan doesn’t want anyone in his bride looking toward
Jesus. He burns out of Babylon all those who look to anyone other
than himself. God warns His people to come out of her, that they be
not partakers of her sins, nor receive of her plagues.60 The burning of
Babylon is not God’s baptism of fire, but Satan’s counterfeit. It is
the baptism of his bride to fool, if possible, the very elect.
In Revelation 12 and 13, we get a picture of three separate and
distinct powers. First, there is the great red dragon with seven heads
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and ten horns. He comes up out of the sea. In chapter 13, another
beast comes up out of the sea, again with seven heads and ten horns.
The dragon is the old devil and Satan, and the beast is his image. We
are told at the end of chapter 13 that the name of the beast is the
number of a man. This beast is fully man and fully Satan – all the
fullness of Satan bodily. As Jesus is the God-man, so the beast is the
Satan-man.
Then we have still another beast with only two horns. He has
been variously called the false prophet and the spirit of antichrist. He
has the ministry and function of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit
spoke in times past through the prophets. The Spirit of prophecy is
the testimony of Jesus.61 This second beast is the spirit of false
prophecy. He makes fire come down from heaven in the sight of
men as did the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. He does great signs and
wonders, counterfeiting the manifestations of the Spirit. As Jesus’
Father sent the Holy Spirit,62 so this unholy spirit speaks as the
dragon.63
In these powers we see the satanic trinity. Satan is the false
god; the beast out of the sea is the false or anti-Christ, and the beast
out of the earth is the spirit of anti-Christ. The Holy Spirit comes
down from heaven. The unholy spirit comes up out of the earth.
It is the ministry of the spirit of antichrist that conforms the
followers of Satan to his image. At the revelation of Jesus Christ,
those who are being saved will be like Jesus.64 At the revelation of
the man of sin, those who are being lost will be like Satan. Even
when the New Testament was being written, the spirit of the
antichrist was already in the world.65 Babylon was the first kingdom
of the age of the Gentiles. The fall of Babylon is discussed as one of
the last events of the age. This suggests that the whole age can be
likened to the Babylonian period.
Throughout this whole period, the spirit of the antichrist is at
work in Babylon, conforming those who are being lost to the image
of the beast. Prior to the setting up of the kingdom of the beast, this
transformation to his image is incomplete. In the same way, we are
being transformed to the image of Christ, but the job won't get done
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until that twinkling of an eye at the final trumpet when we will all be
changed.66
It is at Christ’s appearing that the final transformation will take
place. Similarly, it is at the appearing of “the man of sin”67 that the
final transformation to his image is made.
In the meantime, the spirit of the antichrist is using the snares
of Babylon as the means by which people are drawn into and
conformed to the image of the beast, in preparation for his
appearing.
As the sorting out process approaches the time of the end,
Satan does his part. Only, in his case, it is the sheep and the wheat
that he wants to remove. The fire that Satan brings upon Babylon is
designed to eliminate God’s people.
The burning and desolation of Babylon is the final refinement
for the preparation of Satan’s people. Those who refuse to come out
of Babylon have already been refined out of God’s plan. They have
already been pre-sorted at a cruder level. The final sifting for God’s
people is that ultimate decision of having to refuse the “mark of the
beast.” It involves the willingness to die for that refusal.
In the final weeks of preparation of this book for the publisher/
printer, an article was brought to my attention that must be noted
here, while we are on the subject of time, and especially future time:
"...By relying on a single scenario of the future for the last
2,000 years, in particular a single scenario that was constantly and
decisively wrong, Christianity left the invention and control of the
actual future to those outside the church. Relatively few scientists
are Christians, and almost no futurists are. By retreating to this
unwavering single wrong prediction, Christianity has surrendered
the future to non-believers.
“In a fast-paced time when the future overruns the present
every day, when the young spend more time inhabiting what is
coming than what is happening, when every corporation and secular
institution has a future strategy, the only large entity lacking
alternatives for the future is the Christian church. It is still
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surrendering the future to science fiction authors, corporations, new
agers, technologists, and all who understand that we make the future
by inventing it. The most dangerous aspect of the single scenario the
Christian church clings to is that it denies all other scenarios of the
future, in effect denying that it has a future of any sort. Even one
alternative scenario to the mono-scenario would break this
confinement, and open up the future of Christianity..."68
I highly recommend that you read this article. It is very
consistent with what we have been saying here, and especially in the
next, and last chapter. The article makes it very clear that systems
obsolesce. Our point here is, it is only life that has a future – that can
take us forward. This is why it is so very important that we “get a
life” while there is still time, and get eternal life before eternity
arrives.
For now, the name of the game is Babylon; but who is keeping
you within Babylon? Who is the one that you are looking to for your
provision? When Babylon falls, your decision must already have
been made. You will already know to whom you belong, whose you
are. You will know whether you are going to be God’s or Satan’s. At
the moment Babylon falls, the fence straddling will be over, and the
time of final purification will be upon the world. In 1 Peter 4:17, we
read:
For the time is come that judgment must begin at the
house of God: and if it first begin with us, what shall the
end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?
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Chapter 20
The Joy of the Lord Is My Strength1
These things have I spoken unto you, that my
joy might remain in you, and that your joy might
be full.2
We have said that gold is the 2nd parable. In this chapter we
will come back to the consummation of the 1st parable.
In recent years, the youthful optimism of America has been
cracked, if not outright shattered. The idea of a constantly improved
standard of living, a better future, and of man's ability to solve his
own problems is being shaken. Man's faith in man has taken a big hit
by recent events. It is not that the givens of yesterday aren’t still
present if only our attitudes and our behaviors could be brought back
in line with yesterday’s truth, which seems to have fallen in the
street.
The winds of economic fortune have blown against us more
and more. Americans have begun to look for a hiding place. "Oh
that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men; that I
might leave my people, and go from them! for they be all adulterers,
an assembly of treacherous men. 3
As we approached the end of the 20 Century, there was a shift
back to the simple life, back to the farm, back to the wilderness,
compounded by the “Y2k” scare. Some had gone so far as to move
out of congested areas into retreats of one sort or another. They
banded together for common defense and survival in the face of
whatever the future might hold.
There are essentially two alternative hiding places, one of
Satan or antichrist, and the other of Christ. Satan's place of hiding,
the place that he suggests, is of the earth.
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"… because of the Midianites the children of Israel
made them dens which are in the mountains, and caves
and strong holds." 4
"And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there;
and, behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and he
said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah?" 5 "Now
three of the thirty captains went down to the rock to
David, into the cave of Adullam… " 6
A cave is the wrong cleft in the wrong rock. Of course, back
then they didn’t have the Internet, which in this day has become a
very popular place to hide from face to face relationships. All of this
pictures a hiding place that Christ offers us in His Church.
“The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my
deliverer.” 7
“The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my
deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my
buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high
tower.” 8
“And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind,
and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry
place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.” 9
“The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble;
and he knoweth them that trust in him.” 10
“Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without
hands, which smote the image upon its feet that were of
iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was the
iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken
in pieces together, and became like the chaff of the
summer threshing-floors; and the wind carried them
away, that no place was found for them: and the stone
that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled
the whole earth.” 11
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That stone is Christ. That “rock,” that "living stone," that
"stone the builders rejected," that "head stone at the corner," that
"stone of stumbling," that "crushing stone," the foundation upon
which the apostles were built, is Christ, and the “great mountain” is
the Church. It is the only hiding place in the eternal sense. The
Church is the body of Christ and the rock into which we might flee
from the trial to come upon the world. The Church is the “house
built upon the Rock.” The Church is the place where the Rock of
ages shelters those who would flee the wrath to come. It is the place
to be hidden in Christ.
A word to the Church:
The message of this book can be heavy, heavy to hear and
heavy to bear. Without being disrespectful or irreverent, I would
suggest that, where bearing up is concerned, there are essentially two
kinds of motivation. They are expressed most easily as “the carrot
and the stick.” In Matthew 16:24, Jesus said to His disciples, "If any
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross,
and follow me."
Our human reaction is often likely to be, "Why should I?" It is
therefore not only appropriate but really necessary to say something
about motivation, the thing that makes it possible to take up our
cross and follow Him. The stick is the chastening of the Lord, and
ultimately the wrath of God.
That is one kind of motivation. It is based on fear, but "There
is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear
hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love." 12
This chapter focuses on the motivation that enabled Jesus to
endure His cross. Hebrews 12:2 says "Looking unto Jesus the author
and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross… "
There came a point in my own walk with the Lord where I
bogged down in the heaviness of the cross. God's requirements had
driven me there. "Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring
us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith." 13
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It was as though God's house was a hotel, and I kept dropping
by the front desk to settle my account. Every time I did, I found that
I was miserably unable to pay. That led me to the proprietor, Jesus,
Who, it seems, not only already settled my account, but abolished
the front desk, "blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to his cross." 14
I kept coming back to the cross, which means I kept leaving
the cross, but Jesus endured His cross. Finally I heard Him say, "I
wasn't able to endure my cross except for the joy. Who do you think
you are that you could bear a cross without a vision of joy?"
From the depth of my own inability to be the person that God
had called me to be, I had no difficulty in receiving that rebuke.
Right then I knew that I wasn't going any further with the Lord
without that joy set before me. I asked the Lord, "What was the joy
that was set before You?"
He responded, "You tell Me. What do you know of joy in the
life you've lived so far; what is the joy of your life?"
I searched for the answer. A number of possibilities came to
me; going to heaven; being part of the Kingdom of God; having my
sins forgiven; getting to know Jesus. I even speculated that Jesus' joy
was obedience to the Father. Finally came the response, "Knock off
the religion and give Me a straight answer."
Clearly, the Lord didn't want theories or religious answers. He
wanted me to get in touch with life; and, sure enough, in Romans
1:19-20 it is written:
Because that which may be known of God is manifest
in them; for God hath showed it unto them. For the
invisible things of him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they
are without excuse.
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God is saying I don't have to go to books or dream up theories,
I just need to get in touch with life because He has built the answers
into my life.
I searched my heart about my own life and the things that
bring me joy. As I did, it became very clear that the supreme joy of
my life was, and is, the contemplation or anticipation of intimacy
with the one I love. I told the Lord, but at the same time thinking
that that couldn't possibly be it. He said, "You had better take
another look."
… As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall
thy God rejoice over thee.” 15
“Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold king
Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned
him in the day of his espousals, and in the day of the
gladness of his heart.” 16
“Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns,
and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold
the man! 17
The answer turned out to be completely consistent with the
theme of this book. God, in creating us male and female, is telling us
something about Himself, His eternal nature and purpose. And, here
again, He has used this aspect of our being to communicate to us
about the joy that was set before Jesus.
God had created man for personal intimacy with Him. The
intimacy was broken by the sin in the garden. God had wanted life
together, but man chose knowledge apart. Jesus came to restore that
intimacy, that life. “… I am come that they might have life, and that
they might have it more abundantly." 18
Jesus came in the flesh in order to destroy the works of the
flesh. Though He became flesh, and dwelt for a while among us, the
very flesh that He became was a barrier to God's ultimate purpose.
God's ultimate purpose is not Jesus in the flesh, but "Christ in you,
the hope of glory."19
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Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh:
yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet
now henceforth know we him no more. 20
Jesus came; He dwelt for a while among us, He loved us as no
one had ever loved us. Then the time came for Him to return to the
Father. We see Him explaining this to His disciples in John's Gospel,
especially beginning in chapter 12:20 through chapter 17. Because
their love and the extent of their vision was confined to the flesh,
they didn't understand. They didn't want Him to go. Jesus explained:
And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive,
because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye
know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I
will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you…21
I tell you the truth; it is expedient for you that I go
away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come
unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 22
The implications are that He was their comfort. He was
Comforter number one, but unless He went away, Comforter number
two couldn't come. He went on to explain that the other Comforter
had only been with them, but He was going to be in them. In other
words, for all of the closeness that existed between Jesus and the
twelve, He could only be with them; He could not yet be in them.
Christ saw beyond this barrier of the flesh to the time when He
would be in them. That was His joy.
God has given us some graphics on intimacy in creating us
male and female:
Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother,
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one
flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his wife,
and were not ashamed.23
Ephesians 5:32 says:
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This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ
and the church.
We see in this relationship of male and female the possibility
of oneness, or intimacy. Jesus saw beyond this intimacy in the flesh
to a greater intimacy. Male and female was only a shadow or a
“type.” What we are looking at in the flesh is like alienation or
estrangement by comparison to the intimacy that Jesus was looking
at, where He would come and fill our whole person. It was this
relative estrangement that I had thought of as the joy of my life. If
this was my joy, then what Jesus saw was surpassing joy.
As the Lord continued to deal with me in this area, He brought
to mind:
Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the
week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were
assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in
the midst… 24
Jesus walked through the wall. In a kind of stop-action picture,
I saw Jesus standing in the middle of the wall, and thought,
“Interesting, being in the same place at the same time as the wall,
right within the stone.” It was a graphic picture of intimacy.
When Christ died, rose, and returned, the flesh that had been a
barrier was now no barrier at all. He could walk up to me and if the
wall didn't stop Him, neither would my flesh. He could enter and
know me completely. Jesus loved us and looked forward to the
culmination or fulfillment of that love. He Himself would be in us.
"Lord, what has that got to do with me? What is my joy in light
of Yours? Intimacy with Jesus?"
I felt the Lord was saying, “Yes, that is true;” “Christ in me,
the hope of glory.” The fruit of that union is joy. Then He brought to
mind the Word that says:
If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a
liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath
seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And
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this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth
God love his brother also. 25
I wrestled with the whole horizontal aspect of what Jesus had
accomplished in terms of my relationship with my brother. As Jesus
was able to contemplate His intimacy with those He loved, so He
has invited us to love each other. He made that possible in us, but
more, He has set before us in the resurrection not only the possibility
but the certainty of that same intimacy with each other that He has
with us:
For now we see through a glass darkly; but then face
to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as
also I am known." 26 "Beloved; now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet, appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when he shall appear we shall be like him; for
we shall see him, as he is." 27 "Who hath also sealed us,
and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts." 28 "For
what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not
even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his
coming? 29
In the Old Covenant, the tabernacle was set up with a veil that
divided the holy place from the Holy of Holies. That veil was a
barrier to intimacy with God. Only the high priest could enter into
the very presence of God, and that only once a year. The New
Testament tells us that when Jesus died the veil was rent from top to
bottom.30 Hebrews 10:20, says that veil was His flesh. If the veil was
typical of His flesh, we can see that, while He was in the flesh, it
was a barrier to intimacy. When Jesus died the barrier was removed.
He opened a new and living way for us to come into the presence of
God. He restored full communion with God. More, by the same
cross He also reconciled us with one another as Paul explains in
Romans 8:22-23 and also Ephesians 2:13-18:
But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off
are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our
peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down
the middle wall of partition between us; Having
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abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in
himself of twain one new man, so making peace; And that
he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the
cross, having slain the enmity thereby… For through him
we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
We have the Holy Spirit, which is a down payment against that
day when we will know completely even as we are known.
Everything that Jesus looked forward to in terms of the joy that was
set before Him, is also our inheritance, for we know that when He
appears we are going to be just like Him.
When "that which is perfect is come," we will know, also, just
as we are known. He knows us completely and perfectly. The hairs
on my head are all numbered. The flesh, which is now a barrier to
intimacy, will be done away in the resurrection, and we will have the
same ability to be intimate with each other, as Jesus has to be
intimate with us.
As we look forward to that day it becomes possible to see that,
being created male and female is for us a picture, and at the same
time a barrier to that intimacy. "For in the resurrection they neither
marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in
heaven." 31 It helps us to understand intimacy, but restricts us in the
possibility and extent.
Therefore in the resurrection male and female will be done
away for the sake of the greater fullness. This will not be a
deprivation so much as an enabling.
At that point we will know a condition, which might be called
“total exposure.” “… For there is nothing covered, that shall not be
revealed; and hid, that shall not be made known."32 Seeing through
a glass darkly, and not being fully aware of what is in each other's
hearts, we are inclined to trust or not to trust in man. "Thus saith the
Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his
arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord."33 The Spirit of
Jesus within us, even at this point, would not trust each other
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according to John 2:24-25: "But Jesus did not commit himself unto
them, because he knew all men, and needed not that any should
testify of man: for he knew what was in man." Our trust is wholly in
the Lord.
There is a day coming, however, when there won't be any more
darkness.
This then is the message which we have heard of him,
and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all… if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another… 34
When Jesus returns and we are changed, we also will be full of
light. At that point nothing more will be hidden. For now, our faith
and trust are wholly in Jesus, but in God's economy faith and trust in
Him enables us to be open with each other, even though in this body
of death we are not trustworthy. We can be open with each other, not
because of who we are, but because of Who He is.
The exposure that will be total one day begins through our
communication. "… for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh.”35 Our words reveal what is in our hearts.
At one time, man had conversation with God in the garden.
The intimacy was beautiful. They were naked and unashamed before
each other and God. Then sin entered and there were barriers to
communication. The communication between God and man broke
down. The nakedness that had been beautiful became shameful, and
darkness or separation set in.
When Jesus went to the cross and reconciled the world to God,
and men to each other, He made it possible, not only to speak to
God, but to speak to each other. As He opened up a new and living
way into the very presence of God,36 so He opened up a new and
living way into one another's hearts. In Him, we are able to both
speak to and hear from each other.
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's
stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hath made him to
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be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him.37

What's keeping you?
Postscript
Three years into the original writing of this manuscript, the
Lord seemed to be resisting its completion. My impression was that
He was saying that the way of life suggested was too theoretical
when compared to the reality in which I was then living. It was as
though He was saying that I needed to find out experientially
whether these things were so. The last four years of its completion
were spent in an intense search. I had been “… looking for a city
whose builder and maker is God…” About the only clue as to its
identity is that it is a “city with foundations.”38
The body of Christ on earth, as distinguished from the one
already perfected in heaven, has been fractured organizationally by
the work of man's hands. The unbelief of the believers has kept it
from being manifested here on earth.
There is such a profusion and confusion of institutional forms
presented to us in the name of the Lord, and demanding our
submission, that it is very difficult to see the heavenly Jerusalem. I
was not able to see it until I was brought to the end of my carnal
resources. By God's grace, and the faithfulness of those He has
brought into my life, I have finally managed to be still enough to
catch a glimpse of it.
The body of Christ has been broken because we have tried to
organize ourselves according to human understanding. Human
understanding is the enemy of God.39 Our heavenly Father wants to
put us together according to the life of His Son. Flesh and blood
cannot accomplish that; only the Father can. He wants to put us
together in a way against which the gates of hell cannot prevail.
As we must know who Jesus Christ is supernaturally,40 so we
must discover supernaturally who we are in Him. I have begun to
discover who I am in relationship to others supernaturally. It is "joy
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unspeakable and full of glory… ”41 It is not of works, not even of
relational works, "lest any man should boast."42 I have been saved,
and continue to be saved by grace! I am being placed in the body by
grace! I am a man under authority by grace!
The Lord will build His house. He holds the measuring line.
The measuring line is unity that is rooted and grounded in love.43 It
is not the spirit of unity, but rather the unity of the Spirit. We cannot
build with a measuring line, we can only determine whether or not
what has been built is plumb, straight, real and sincere, (without
wax).
The New Jerusalem looks like a new creation. Like the old
one, it is structured according to life. Unlike the old one, it is built
on better blood, better promises, and is never going to pass away.
The Lord has put me in a family. Whether or not you are a
member of an “institutional church”, the Lord wants to put you in a
family. That is where the Lord commanded the blessing.44 All that
old creation families ever promised, the Lord wants to give you a
hundredfold in this present age in His new creation.45 Without
necessarily moving into the same house, the Lord wants His people
in any given place relating to each other as though living under a
common roof. Whatever it is that is at work in our hearts that keeps
the body of Christ from being reconciled is false religion. It is
idolatry.
“I BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will
of God.”46
Jesus Christ is not only the coin of the realm in the Kingdom
of God. Jesus is Lord of relationship.
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During a walk in the woods with friends in 199947, the
following understanding of “the parable of the talents” came to
light.48
Looking at the one talent slave, in context, we must understand
that the application to the Kingdom of God has little or nothing to do
with financial investment, stock market investment, putting money
in a bank, or even burying it in the ground. The Lord is speaking
about “high risk” investment, however, as contrasted with the
relative safety of money in the bank. My friend’s insight into this
had to do with the nature of the investment.
In the Kingdom of God, the investment is in relationships.
Jesus is the investor. He staked everything on relationship, first of all
His relationship with His Father, and, with His Father as His backer,
He invested everything in us who believe. He is after relationships,
lots of them. Jesus' Father is looking for fellowship. When the
Greeks wanted to meet Jesus, He went away and left the job to us.49
By His death, He made a deposit in us, and the Holy Spirit
continues to bring us even more of Him. Jesus is looking for a return
on that investment. Jesus knows what it is to risk rejection, and be
rejected.50 He expects us to take the same risk, and invest ourselves
in others.
For the slave who had very little experience with the Lord,
there were two problems: one a problem of perception,51 and the
other, a very real fear.52
If we have no sense that The Lord has sown anything of
substance into our lives; if we know little or nothing of Him, we
have a very false impression. We don't see ourselves as having
enough to take a chance on reaching out to others. The downside
risk is that of rejection – rejection now, and rejection on the day
when we must all give account.53
The Lord has promised us in this present age,
"one hundred times as much as what we are willing to
invest, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers,
(Luke’s account reads, “parents”) and children..."54
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How are you doing
with the investment of your life?
1

Could have almost as easily titled this chapter, “Getting a Life.”
John 1:11
3
Jeremiah 9:2
4
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5
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6
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7
2 Samuel 22:2
8
Psalms 18:2
9
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11
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36

For a discussion having special relevance for Christian faith and practice, see
Appendix M—Chapter 20— “Worship.”
37
2 Corinthians 5:20-21
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39
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40
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41
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42
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This was with a couple the Lord had made very dear to my wife, Carleen and
me, Don and Sue Hurley. Don was then working as a C.P.A., and one who takes
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48
Matthew 25:14-30
49
John 12:20-26
50
Isaiah 53:3
51
Matthew 25:24
52
Matthew 25:25
53
See Appendix M – A 2008 letter concerning the “burying our talent.”
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Appendix I
Chapter 17 – Event Horizon
Webster defines “singularity” as, “1. the condition or quality of
being singular. 2. a unique, distinct, or peculiar feature or thing.”1
For present purposes however, there is another, even more
contemporary commentator on the subject of “singularities, Steven
Hawking. He describes a singularity this way: “At this singularity
the laws of science and our ability to predict the future would break
down.” “The event horizon (or matrix, for purpose of present
illustration), the boundary of the region of space-time from which it
is not possible to escape, acts rather like a one-way membrane
around the black hole…”2 As I understand it, a “black hole” is a
place in time and space so dense not even light can escape.
While I have no desire to visit a “black hole,” nor do I invite
the reader there, it is Hawking’s description of the event horizon that
is so compelling it invites a second look, and that in connection with
the change of mind that must inevitably accompany the “new birth.”
This is the place where “…the laws of science and our ability to
predict the future break down.” By “laws of science,” it is assumed
that this includes all the presently known laws, including the laws of
old creation economics.
Aren’t you glad that we have such a powerful witness to the
resurrection? Why else would we choose to go there except there be
the promise of a new and better way of living, including a better
economy?
1

Webster’s New World Dictionary of the American Language, College Edition,
1953.
2
Stephen Hawking, A Brief History of Time. Bantam Books, 1988, p. 89.

102

Appendix J

Appendix J
Chapter 18 – Historic monetary reforms
Generally, monetary reform takes place with the collapse of
the old system. Typically, the order of events is that the money
supply is expanded so much that the people repudiate the money
altogether. They will no longer accept and do business in the
system’s money, in fiat money, “legal tender money,” which is to
say, the money of coercion. When they refuse to accept the money,
the taxable transactions stop, and, figuratively speaking, Babylon
falls.
It is at this point that governments bring about monetary
reform. We have an early warning sign of this problem even as I
write. It was noted in the last half of 2006, that the U.S. penny was
worth more as copper than it was as fiat money.
Truth is, inflation has run its course when the substance is
worth less after it is marked or printed than it was before. This is in
fact what has happened with the U.S. penny. It is now worth less
than the copper it’s graven on. This is an early warning sign of the
precondition for a monetary reform.
When the people refuse the government’s money, or it makes
more sense to melt it down for other purposes, they find alternative
ways of dealing with one another, alternate ways of buying and
selling. They generally revert to barter. As soon as that happens, the
government has lost control of the people and its own ability to fund
itself. That ability depends on the people’s acceptance of its money,
its provision. When they refuse its provision, the government has
lost its handle on the wealth of the nation, and must come up with a
credible monetary reform in order to reestablish its control. It is at
the point of repudiation that the monetary reform comes in. A recent
monetary conversion took place in Europe, from national currencies
to “the Euro.” In that instance, fluctuation in value was not so much
the reason for the conversion as the need to eliminate exchange
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costs. That was bad for business, and it made sense to institute a
monetary reform. In some sense, the governmental reform necessary
to back and enforce the new common currency is still in the works.
There are numerous examples throughout history where the
monetary reform took place within a single nation, usually involving
the substitution of a new unit of account for the previously devalued
unit of account.
The German inflation which followed WWI is a particularly
telling example. It is not so far in the past, and it took place in an
advanced western nation, it was accompanied by so much that is
normal to the advanced stages of inflation, and it played a big part in
preparing the way for Hitler, who is understood by many to be a
very clear “type” of the beast. Another example, further removed in
time, was the inflation that accompanied the French Revolution. The
Book Fiat Money in France is an excellent presentation of what
happened then.1 It shares something in common with the German
experience where the backing of the fiat money was concerned. In
both cases, land was used to back the currency.2 In Germany, that
was part of the interim solution, and it worked. In France it was part
of a miserable failure.
“During the French revolution there were two types of
currencies. First Assignats in Livres currency (1790 - 1796) and later
Mandats Territoriaux in Franc currency (1796 - 1797). Based on a
royal decree (November 2, 1789), the revolutionary government
issued Assignats on April 16, 1790 (the first issue was 400 million
Livres). By February 19, 1796 (about 45 billion Livres were in
circulation), the Assignats were withdrawn from circulation. All
Assignats found in any bank were publicly burned on that day.
Assignats in private possession were registered. On March, 18,
1796, all registered Assignats were replaced by the Mandats
Territoriaux. The exchange rate was 30 Livres to 1 Franc. The
Mandats Territoriaux were withdrawn from circulation in February,
1797. Between March, 1797, and January, 1800, there was no paper
money in circulation in France. In January, 1800, when the Banque
de France was founded, the inflation came to an end.”3
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The following are examples of three bank notes that were part of
the latter end of the German experience. The first is a one trillion
Mark bank note issued in November of 1923. By then, it had gotten
so bad that people had to be paid twice a day in order to get to the
market while the money had enough value to buy something. Bank
notes had to be printed locally in order to get them to the market in
time to still have some purchasing power.
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The next is the Rentenmark, backed in part by land4 and used
as an interim replacement for the inflated currency at an exchange
rate of one trillion “Papiermarks” to one new Rentenmark
This last is the Reichsmark that took the place of the temporary
Rentenmark in August of 1924. Together with the Rentenmark, it
remained in circulation until 1948. The Reichsmark brought a return
to the gold standard and was pegged at the same rate as the old
Goldmark.
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5

And so it will be with Babylon; the gold and the silver will
have been so corrupted; taken so far from their original purity,
integrity, and intent; so distorted by conformity to graven images,
that they will be cast into the street.
From the perspective of coercion, particularly the thinking of
John Maynard Keynes, which so corrupted the economics of the
Twentieth Century, it is the “gold standard” that is bad, that was/is
considered a “barbarous relic.” In this country, when gold was
money, we were said to be on the “gold standard.” The word,
“standard” should have been a red flag, a tool in the hands of robbers
and thieves. The implication of its use was that gold was/is not the
money, but only a standard for something else. In our case the
“something else” consisted of paper promises to pay. It wasn’t long
before these paper promises were broken or, as John Exeter, a man
quite well known to monetary experts at the end of the last century,
pointed out, “Our paper I. O. U.s turned into paper I owe you
nothings.” The history of our monetary corruption can be read in the
changing claims that our fiat money made about itself over the
course of the last century. The last claim, still on the paper money, is
“THIS NOTE IS LEGAL TENDER FOR ALL DEBTS PUBLIC
AND PRIVATE.” The very phrase, legal tender, is an admission of
coercion. This phrase is not about provision, it is about evasion –
debt evasion. This forces creditors to accept fiat money, printed
money, legal tender money, in place of real or the more real money,
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as valued at the time of the origination of the debt obligation. This
makes it legal to rob creditors of the real value due them.
Historically, this began because gold coins wear out when in
circulation, are too heavy to carry around in your pocket, are too
valuable for small transactions, and are very vulnerable to theft. The
answer was to put them in a place of safe keeping – that used to be a
bank. The bank would then issue paper to the depositor reflecting the
amount of the gold deposited, “bearer notes” or paper receipts for
the gold deposited that could be presented by the bearer to the bank
for gold on demand. NICE! Except that the banks noticed that at any
given time they held more gold than was likely to be demanded at
any given time, and started to put their hands in the cookie jar, so to
speak.
They could print and lend more receipts than they had gold,
charging interest on the value of the receipts, and make some real
money, figuratively speaking. This used to be illegal until it was
later named and declared legal as “fractional reserve banking.”
So far from being a boon to mankind, it is in reality a boom
looking for a place to bust. The core problem is, not only did those
intent on power touch the plumb line, they removed it all together.
Gold was God’s provision for the integrity of human exchange and
human indebtedness.
We are close to the latter end of a war against accountability.
Take the Creator out of the creation, and we are left with a no
account creation, (See appendix B, The Declaration of
Independence). Take God out of government, and we have a no
account government. Take gold out of money, and we have a no
account economy. In short, we are in a fool’s paradise, and by the
looks of the signs of the times, not for much longer.
With reference to this “legal tender” coercion, in a debate
conducted at the 2005 New York Institutional Gold Conference, 23
May 2005, Dr. Larry Parks made the following point:
“I want to ask a question to do with legal tender. Legal tender,
a.k.a. forced tender, was a big issue in the 19th century in our
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country. There was a time when the money issue was debated
widely, it was in the newspapers, everybody knew about it. Labor
asked the exact right question in 1896. They said, ‘If the money’s
good and would be preferred by the people, then why do you need
legal tender? Why do you have to force people to use good money?’
And then they said, 'If the money is not good and would not be
preferred by the people, why in a democracy should they be forced
to use it?’”
To the carnal mind, the mind that has no God consciousness,
no sense of a higher accountability, the image is what is important.
An image is nothing but an empty promise dreamt up by the
delusional.
In Jesus’ day the religious experts didn’t understand. And so
the stage was set for the unfolding of human history, the “age of the
Gentiles,” and finally, the ultimate monetary reform of the age.
1

White, Andrew Dickson. “Fiat Money Inflation in France.” Irvington on
Hudson, NY.: The Foundation for Economic Education, Inc., 1959.
2
Ibid, “As Germany had no appreciable gold reserves, the currency was
guaranteed against the assets of the country, namely land and railways. Schacht's
success in stabilizing the currency was largely due to the population's willingness
to trust the new Rentenmark.”
http://encyclopedia.farlex.com/German+rentenmark.
3
Juergen Peschke in correspondence with the author in connection with his supply
of the images associated with the French, and German inflations.
4
http://encyclopedia.farlex.com/German+rentenmark
5
Images supplied courtesy of Juergen Peschke, website:
http://geld.huehnerbla.de/
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Appendix K
Chapter Eighteen – “What’s In It For Me?”
I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in
your welfare. For everyone looks out for his own interest, not those
of Jesus Christ.1
Before getting into this passage, there is need to share
something I saw in March of 2004; let's call it "One Eyed Jacks."
After sharing the initial insight with a pastor friend, it became:
"Streets, Ditches, and Parking Lots."
What I saw was that there are many who read the Bible with
only one eye. Often they have already been told what it all means,
and sure enough, that's all they can see there. This is basic to the
stability of most systems, networks, denominations, "church
institutions,"2 even the "non-denominations."
By looking at things with only one eye, we lose "depth
perception." It takes two eyes to see into anything with any depth.
Perhaps by now you have already noticed that the Bible is pretty
deep, in fact deep beyond any likelihood of human understanding, at
least, this side of the second coming.
Reading with two eyes can mean many things, but for the
present I would like to examine one aspect of two eyed reading and
understanding. What I want to say here is that we need to read about
God with both eyes open, one focused on His Word as revealed in
the Bible, and the other focused on His Word as revealed in the
things created.3 (I already touched on this briefly at the beginning of
Book One.)
If we go through life with only one eye open, we are clueless
about the creation. If we read the Bible with only one eye open, we
are bound to be religious. Jesus came that we might have life.
So here's the deal: Jesus said,
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… Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not
planted, shall be rooted up. (Speaking of the Pharisees,
Jesus went on:) Let them alone: they be blind leaders of
the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall
into the ditch.4
Apparently the Pharisees were/are trying to get somewhere.
The way we normally get somewhere is a "street." Even back then,
right next to the streets were "ditches." The problem is, if you are
trying to get somewhere with a blind leader, you wind up in the
"ditch." For now, it is enough to understand that a "ditch" is one bad
but close alternative to a "street." We will take a closer look at a
"street" in a moment, but first I would like to bring this into the
twenty first century by saying a word about “parking lots.” They are
also a close alternative to a "street." Where a blind guide is likely to
lead you into a “ditch,” a "one eyed jack" can see just well enough to
get you into a “parking lot.” In either case, "ditch" or "parking lot,"
you're not getting anywhere once you get there. If you want to get
somewhere, it’s a “street” that you are looking for and should be on.
It's best if you have both eyes open when you are on the way. Did I
mention that Jesus is "the Way"?
At first glance, it may look like a "one eyed jack" is a better
alternative than a blind guide. The problem is you can't really get
anywhere with either one of them. Perhaps that's why "church"
buildings need to be next to “parking lots.”
Jesus has opened up to us a new creation, and a new kind of a
city, a spiritual city, and the "street" of this spiritual city is "... pure
gold, as it were transparent glass."5
Keep in mind that a street is a way of getting somewhere. Even
in a spiritual city, we need to get somewhere. In God's spiritual city,
"The New Jerusalem," the way we get somewhere is love. You can
see this better in the Greek than you can in English. Because in The
Greek, Christ is "Christos" and gold is "Chrusos." As I have already
mentioned, they both derive their functional definition from the
Greek word "Chraomai; "furnish what is needed." In this case, it's
"what's needed" to get somewhere. The bottom line is this: without
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love we are not going anywhere. "Blind guides" and "one eyed
jacks" suffer from a love deficit.
Even before Jesus went to the cross, there were too many
lawyers. He died to put the lawyers out of business. Not only was
the law nailed to the tree the day Jesus said, “I love you,” but He
died to make us into lovers, not lawyers. The way, or "street," is
love, and that love is the "gold" of the economy of God. It’s
important to be lovers, because the "ditches" and the “parking lots”
are full of lawyers. Don't even go there.
Jesus said:
Woe unto you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with
burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves touch
not the burdens with one of your fingers... Woe unto you,
lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye
entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in
ye hindered."6 Paul went on to say: "Now therefore there
is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one
with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong, why do
ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?7
No matter how you look at it, we aren't getting anywhere with
lawyers, except "parking lots" – the ones outside their places of
religious business, or “ditches,” as a result of taking their advice.
So much for "Streets, Ditches, and Parking lots;" now let's see,
with both eyes open if we can get somewhere with our text from
Philippians.
I have no one else like him, (Timothy) who takes a
genuine interest in your welfare. For everyone looks out
for his own interest, not those of Jesus Christ.8
To begin with, we need to narrow the subject matter to make
this a little more hopeful. I wouldn't want to be accused of making
too broad an application here. Let’s suppose that Paul only has those
that he has, ("I have"9). That way the "everyone" only has in view
the “everyone” that Paul "has". That makes this a little more
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optimistic than it would be if we read him as talking about
"everyone" else in the whole world. So let's just say that there are
those who Paul "has," and they are the ones that Paul is speaking
about here. That wouldn't be too big a stretch, would it?
Now, let's say that there is Timothy, and then there is
"everyone" else, just so we’re clear on who Paul might be talking
about here.
In reading over the New Testament, we can get an idea of who
might be understood to be among those that Paul "has." For instance,
Paul "had" Titus even before he "had" Timothy. Then there were
those who Paul didn't "have," John Mark, for instance. He was a son
to Peter.10 Paul never claimed him as his son. Then there are the
Corinthians. Paul said that he had become a kind of father to them,11
even called then "his dear children". Paul said even more emphatic
things to the Philippians12 and the Thessalonians,13 and of course
there were others Paul speaks of as ministering with him, those he
had discipled in apostleship, and even elders, like the ones at
Ephesus who had more than likely been set in place under Paul's
apostolic oversight. So we don't have to go beyond what is written to
appreciate that there was a rather substantial "everyone else" in
Paul's life, ministry, and experience.
Having established the “who” part, let’s now take a look at the
"difference" part. On the one hand there was Timothy, apparently
standing alone, with his single-hearted interest in the welfare of
others, and then there were the rest, the "everyone," who looks out
for his own interest, apart from, or over and against, the interests of
Jesus Christ.
In the King James Version, the word used in place of "looks
out for" is "seeks." This is interesting because, in the original there
seems to be a sense of something hidden or a plot, as distinct from
simply seeking information, for instance. So I would like to go out
on a limb and paraphrase our passage this way: "I have no one else
like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. For everyone
looks out for what's in it for him, and not the interests of Jesus
Christ."
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So here's the problem as I see it. If we just take this statement
at face value in our relationships with others, we can be God's kind
of lovers, the kind equipped with the love that's good for enemies.
Or in our relationships with others, we can be in it for what's in it for
us. We can be "agenda people," even "hidden agenda people." Those
are the kind that, on their best day, might possess a love that is good
only for friends.
A person who relates to you because of what's in it for them is
a kind of relational merchant. There is a hidden "deal" in it. Like
someone said, "Merchants will go only just so far, but lovers will go
all the way."14 Jesus went all the way. As I understand it, He fixed it
so that we could go all the way too.
Let's give Paul's "everyone" the benefit of the doubt, and let’s
say he didn't really mean "everyone," perhaps only some of the
"everyone." Perhaps this was some kind of inspired exaggeration
where the "everyone" is concerned. I'm not really sure I believe in
"spiritual exaggeration," but there are passages of the Scripture that
would be easier for us if we just cut the Holy Spirit a little slack
here. It's not really a place that I want to go, but just for the sake of
discussion, let's say it might be possible. Okay, so we allow for a
little exaggeration on the "everyone" side of the ledger.
Let’s turn now to the "no one else like him" side. Let's call that
the "only one" side. Come on Paul, "only one like Timothy"? Surely
you must be exaggerating here. You forgot about Titus and your
other fellow workers who were yours, didn't you? "Only one"?
Wow!! Exaggerating on the "only one" side, and exaggerating on the
"everyone" side. We have to wonder how much, if anything, we can
take seriously here.
Suppose we back up some and come at this from a different
direction. Remember, we are trying to look at this with both eyes
open. Suppose we look at it from the vantage point of our
experience, in our own day and circumstances. This is to say,
suppose we try to understand it by looking at "the created things."
Right away, it becomes a lot easier to believe that Paul wasn't
exaggerating on the “everyone” side. In fact, as we look around at
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what's calling itself "church," we are hard pressed to make out any
Timothys. Seems like everyone's got an "angle,” some kind of
hidden agenda, some not so hidden. In any case, it's amazing how
many varieties of merchants there are, and how many there are. It
ought to be enough to make us really happy to know that someday
they won't be allowed in God's house.15 In John's Gospel, Jesus
seems to have made it the first order of business to get them out of
the house.16
Actually, armed with present experience, if we take a closer
look at what was going on in the Church even before the canon of
Scripture was closed, we can see that the religious multi-level
marketers were already poised to start building their own down line
as soon as the opportunity presented itself.17 There are a lot of other
places we could go to see the evidence of what was coming if only
we looked with both eyes open. So perhaps Paul wasn't exaggerating
after all. Perhaps there really was only one who loved like Timothy.
Matthew 24:12 warns us that the "love of most will grow cold,"
so maybe it's not so hard to believe that there were already quite a
few, even back then, who were trying to get by on the wrong kind of
love.
In fact, the more we think about it, the more amazing it
becomes that God was able to get the Bible through all those hidden
agendas, all the way down to us where, if we only read it with both
eyes open, we could still see this "love that surpasses knowledge."18
One has to wonder how God managed to get it past all the
peddlers.19 There it is again, “So many... peddle the Word of God for
profit."
Looking at this with both eyes open, you really have to ask the
question, "How did God do it?" "How did He get the Bible to us?"
Seems to me, things being as bad as they are, and were, that's a fair
question. Without in any way trying to be finally definitive, a
multiple-choice possibility presents itself. (Does a two choice
question still qualify as multiple-choice? I'm not sure.) I find myself
wondering if the churches managed to preserve the Word of God for
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us or did Timothy preserve it for us? After all, he did receive, or
carry, quite a few of the letters.
It wouldn't be completely without Biblical precedent for
something as precious as the Word of God to be passed down to us
through only one man, at least at certain points in history. It's all
about a single Seed,20 and all the promises were to and through a
single Seed. Once it was completely in the person of Abraham, and
then it was in Isaac. Seems like that was pretty risky. It wouldn't be
the first time that God was willing to stake the “sand of the sea” and
the “stars of the sky” on only one man.
It's something to think about. Suppose Paul wasn't
exaggerating about Timothy after all. Suppose Paul really did have
only one like him, who loved with his whole heart. That is what
Jesus prayed and died to make us after all. That was to be the
evidence of His reality, even in us who say we believe. Is it possible
that a lover like Timothy could really be that influential?
Might be worth finding out. Looks to me like the world around
us could use some better influence about now.
1

Philippians 2:20, 21, New International Version
Ralph Waldo Emerson touches on this problem in his Divinity School Address,
delivered before the senior class in Divinity College, Cambridge, Sunday Evening,
July 15, 1838.
3
Romans 1:19, 20.
4
Matthew 15:13,14
5
Revelation 21:21b
6
Luke 11:46, 52
7
1 Corinthians 6:7
8
Philippians 2:20, 21
9
ibid
10
1 Peter 5:13
11
1 Corinthians. 4:14
12
Philippians 4:1
13
1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20
14
As I understand it, Mike Bickle was the first to use this expression.
15
Zechariah 14:21
16
John 2:13-17
2
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17

Acts 20: 29-31
Ephesians 3:18
19
2 Corinthians 2:17 - N.I.V.
20
Galatians 3:16
18
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Appendix L
Chapter Nineteen – Worship
The only place where the word “Alleluia”1 appears in the New
Testament is Revelation, chapter 19, in response to the fall of
Babylon.
In the following, I would like to explore the real meaning, and
conditions necessary for worship. Perhaps the widest popular
understanding can be summed up in one word: “Alleluia!”
Let’s lay some cards face up on the table. Romans 12:1, New
American Standard Version: "...Present your bodies a living and
holy sacrifice, acceptable to God which is your spiritual worship;”
John 4:23: "...now... worship the Father in spirit and in truth."
Philippians 2:20, 21: speaking of Timothy, "...I have no one else of
kindred spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare. For
all seek after their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ."
Zechariah 14:21: "... And there will no longer be a Canaanite
(Strong's: "merchant") in the house of the Lord of hosts in that day."
Finally one last one, Luke 7:47: "Those who are forgiven much love
much."2
I think that might be enough to get us were I would like to go.
(Actually, it takes all the Word of God, both written and made flesh,
to get us where we need to go, especially where worship is
concerned.)
This is how these verses added up for me in a conversation
with my good friend, Thomas Macon,3 one day in March, 2004. In
order to get the kind of worship that God the Father is looking for,
"worship in spirit and in truth," we have to get the merchants out of
the house. The only place where the "Alleluia!" gets shouted is in
the context of and after the fall of Babylon. Babylon in its final
presentation is a market place, a place of merchants.
As far as I have been able to tell, the irreducible attribute of a
merchant is someone who goes some place in consideration of
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“what's in it for them.” Paul commends Timothy as a person who
relates to the Philippians without any consideration of “what's in it
for him.”
One of the nice things about friendship is that there is
something in it for both parties. We could say then, a love that is
only good for friends is a love that still has a "what's in it for me"
hook in it. The greatest expression of that kind of love might still
possibly lay its life down for a friend, but it stops short of laying its
life down for an enemy. There would be nothing in it for one laying
their life down for an enemy. The only kind of love I know of that
has no hook in it is the kind that is good for enemies.
That's the kind that Jesus demonstrated on the cross.4 In his
“Passion” movie Mel Gibson did a great job with that
demonstration, but he put the quote about a love that is good for
friends in the wrong place – superimposed it on Jesus broken body.
Doing so, mislabeled the demonstration of a love that no one had
ever seen before.. Perhaps that could be part of the reason Mel
Gibson’s personal practice fell somewhat short of the demonstration.
That was the only real error in the film. I think we can cut him
a little slack where stamping on the head of the serpent in the garden
is concerned. Jesus certainly won a spiritual battle with the devil
there, but, all things considered, I think I will stick with the bruising
Jesus gave the serpent on the cross in the "place of the skull,”
Golgotha5. For sure, Jesus got His heel bruised there, and Hebrews
tells us that it was by Jesus' death that the devil was destroyed.6
So here's the deal. The woman at the well ran off without her
own “water pot.”7
In that day, time, and gender, if that's not abandoning "what's
in it for you," I don't know what is. The women had been with six
men,8 but it wasn't until she met the seventh, Jesus, that she left her
water pot behind.9 It’s worth noting that we can go longer without
food than water. Must be that she got a dose of the kind of water that
only Jesus can offer.10
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The woman at “Simon the Pharisee’s" house11 certainly didn't
have any hidden agenda. For her, God's love and forgiveness was a
done deal. So it looks to me like, right about the time our hidden
agendas are burned up in the fire that Jesus ignited at the cross, we
shout, "Alleluia, Babylon has fallen!”12 Even the Babylon in us is
fallen. That's the place we have to go and have gone when we begin
to "worship God in spirit and in truth."13
So here it is once more. In order to get to the place that Jesus
prayed and died to take us, the "what's in it for me" agenda has to be
so burned up that, for us, Babylon has already fallen. At that point
our "Alleluias!" ring out “… in spirit and in truth.”
As it happens, that is also the prerequisite for our being one.
Our sanctification by the truth has been accomplished.14 The
circumcision of the cross is ours. The cutting off of our flesh is a
done deal.15 Jesus has had His way with us, and we are finished
having our way with Him.
That's going to look a lot more like the woman at Simon's
house16 than anything out of our charismatic worship primers. It
won't be a matter of bricks and mortar, earthly "crystal" or the
geography of this world. It will look like the relational geography of
the Spirit – the heads over heels of our being in the One who gave
Himself for us all.17
Whatever we know short of that just isn't going to cut it.
No, if they say, "go here" or "go there", don't bother, because
when it hits us, the world is not going to be able to miss it no matter
where we are in the geography or buildings of this world.18 In this
instance, being on fire is more important than “location, location,
location.”
Revelation 19:1,3,4,6 – “praise ye Jah!, an adoring exclamation: –alleluiah.”
Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. In plain English, “Praise The
Lord!”
2
J.F.V. (Jay Ferris version).
3
Thomas Macon is a pastor in the church at Charlotte, NC.
4
Romans 5:8-10
1
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John 4:14
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Luke 7:37
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John 4:24
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Matthew 24:26,27
6

121

For Love or Money Three

Appendix M
Chapter Twenty – Burying Our Talent
From an earthly perspective, we might be tempted to make
buying (burying) money in gold the equivalent of burying money in
the ground. The gold and the ground are of the same earthly stuff,
again, from an earthly point of view. It is also true that the
motivation for both burials is asset preservation. I think, however,
that's as far as this perspective can go.
There are two main points that I want to make here:
The first, and simplest point is the confusion in the idea of
"buying gold." The confusion or deception lies in suggesting the
validity of the "buying" unit, independent of the gold.
The “fiat money” versus gold debate, fueled anew by the latest
global liquidity crisis, to say nothing of the monetary history of the
world, calls into serious question this "buying" unit which makes the
expression “buying gold” so very deceptive.
For the uninitiated or the economic novice, no notice is taken
of such a thought. For those who posture as economic or monetary
experts to say, or allow such confusion to stand, this is cause for
great concern. If the experts have been deceived by "the work of
man's hands" (Revelation 9:20) what is to become of the rest of us?
Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the
streets: She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the
openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words,
saying, How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity?
and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate
knowledge?
Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my
spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you.
Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched
out my hand, and no man regarded; But ye have set at
nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: I
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also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your
fear cometh; When your fear cometh as desolation, and
your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress
and anguish cometh upon you. Then shall they call upon
me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but
they shall not find me: For that they hated knowledge,
and did not choose the fear of the LORD:
They would none of my counsel: they despised all my
reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own
way, and be filled with their own devices. For the turning
away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of
fools shall destroy them.
But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and
shall be quiet from fear of evil.1
That said, let's take a little closer look at what Jesus said,
looking at the meaning of the original words He uses in this parable:
(It is quite amazing how much the Word of God knows about
money. Over the course of the New Testament, seven different
words appear in the original, and they are all translated "money." It
is also amazing how much gets lost in the translation.)
First, let's look at the original meaning of "talent:"
Strong's #5007: "...talanton, tal-an-ton; neutral of a presumed
derivative of the original form of tiao (to bear; equivalent of 5342); a
balance (as supporting weights), i.e. (by implication) a certain
weight (and thence a coin or rather sum of money) or "talent":
talent."
Strong's #5342: "...phero, fer-o; a prim verb (for which other
and apparently not cognate ones are used in certain tenses only;
namely oio, oy-o; and enegko, en-eng-ko; to "bear" or carry (In a
very wide application, literally and figuratively, as follows) – be,
bear, bring (forth), carry, come, + let her drive, be driven, endure, go
on, lay, lead, move, reach, rushing, uphold."
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Now let’s look at the other word that Jesus uses in the context
of this parable to communicate what the servants were entrusted
with "money,"2
Strong's #694: "...argurion, ar-goo-re-on: neutral of a presumed
derivative of 696; silvery, i.e. (by implication) cash; specifically a
silverling (i.e. drachma or shekel) – money, (piece of) silver
(piece)."
Strong's #696: "...arguros, ar-goo-ros; from argos (shining);
silver (the metal in the articles or coin) – silver."
In other words, the "talents" that were left in the hands of the
servants were already money of substance as distinct from money of
image or “fiat money.” There was no need for conversion to metallic
substance; the money was already metal. (All the rest is history, and
it hasn't been pretty.)
While we're here immersed in meaningful words, perhaps we
could take a brief glimpse at two more of the texts cited in our book:
Here is Strong's Greek dictionary definition of the "money
changer" word used in John 2:14; Strong's #2773, and 2:15; Strong's
#2772.
#2773: "...kermatistes, ker-mat-is-tace; from a derivative (no
pun intended I'm sure) of 2772; a handler of coins, i.e. money-broker
– changer of money."
#2772: "... kerma, ker-mah; from 2751; a clipping (bit), i.e.
(specifically) a coin – money."
#2751: "... keiro, ki-ro; a prime. verb; to shear – shear (er)."
Biblically, it looks like, when the money changers get done
with what money changers do, all the gold has been "sheared" away.
There is nothing left but the "image of the beast." In that connection
I share just one more fragment of light from the Scriptures. It has to
do with the coin bearing Caesar's image:
Matthew 22:18; Strong's #3546:
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#3546: "...nomisma, nom-is-mah; from 3543; what is reckoned
as of value (after the Latin numisma), i.e. current coin – money.
#3543: "...nomizo, nom-id-so; from 3551; prop. to do by law
(usage), (can you say, "fiat money?") i.e. to accustom (pass, be
usual); by extension to deem or regard – suppose, thing, be wont."
#3551: "...nomos, nom-os: from a prime... nemo (to parcel out,
especially food or grazing to animals (perhaps this is where the beast
comes in); law (through the idea of prescriptive usage), gen,
(regulation), specifically (of Moses [including the volume]; also of
the gospel), or figuratively (a principle) – law."
Finally, on this point:
We buy a roof over our head in order to keep from getting wet.
We may build houses to protect ourselves from the climate. We put
doors in the walls so we can go in and out. And, where necessary,
we put locks on the doors to keep from being robbed.
We insist on gold as our monetary base for the same reason.
There are many thieves out there, but none to match those who are
given government license "... to steal, and to kill, and to destroy..."3
Money is what God and the market says it is; anything else is
"highway robbery." And that's the word that needs to be heard on the
street, especially Wall Street!
Enough said for now, from an earthly point of view. Returning
once more to Jesus’ parable of the talents:
Jesus said elsewhere: "The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for
nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are
life."4
As I understand it, it takes more than a degree of economics
from the University of Chicago to understand what Jesus is saying
here. In the parable of the talents Jesus has presented us with a
metaphor, allegory or word picture of the nature of investment in a
kingdom that is not of this earth – the Kingdom of God.
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Perhaps the biggest mistake the unprofitable servant made and
that we make in understanding this parable, is to miss the fact that
the Lord has indeed sown.5 The fact is, in Christ we stand in the
legacy of God's promise to Abraham, the legacy of the "stars of the
sky."6
That's the deal, and graven image – fiat money is precluded.
1

Proverbs 1:20-33
Matthew 25:18
3
John 10:10
4
John 6:63 NIV
5
Matthew 25:24
6
Genesis 15:5
2
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Appendix N
Author’s note:
The Twentieth Century saw the greatest revival in the history
of the world. While it hasn’t always been recognized as such, it was
experienced world-wide as something best known in the United
States as “the charismatic renewal.” As seems invariably to have
been the case, “revivals” have a way of shutting down about the time
that men get their hands on them and try to put them in a box. The
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob does not live in boxes, however,
especially those of human conception and making. One way of
looking at the latter end of the “charismatic renewal” is that it left
the boxes of special buildings and fled in the direction of where
people live, in the direction of their living rooms.
This flight is perhaps best known as “the house church
movement.” As it turns out, something very close to this, at least in
appearance, is where the Church began. In the book of Acts we are
told that they met “from house to house.”1
In our own day, as we begin to see signs of a return to earlier
and simpler days and ways, there is great confusion in the area of
finance. For almost two thousand years, virtually the only
experience the Church has had in this connection has been in the
context of institution. In short, church finances have also been in a
box.
The following is not associated with any particular chapter of
this book, but has grown out of insight gained in the experience and
writing of all, and is offered particularly to those who are struggling
in the area of finance as the Church comes home.
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Household Finance in the Kingdom of God
Contents:
Lessons from Life—for Life
The Household of Kings
Teacher’s Compensation
Discipling Life
Schoolhouse of the Lord
Fathers and Children
Provision of the House
Care for the Widows
Teaching Knowledge

Romans 1:18-20
Matthew 17:24-27
1 Timothy 5:17, 18
1 Corinthians 4:17
Acts 18:24-26
2 Corinthians 12:14-18
Malachi 3:8-12
1 Timothy 5:3-16
Acts 18:24-26

Lessons From Life – For Life (All Bible quotations in appendix N
are from the New International Version.)
Romans 1:18-20:
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven
against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who
suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may
be known about God is plain to them, because God has
made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world
God's invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine
nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from
what has been made, so that men are without excuse.
In light of this passage, our understanding and experience is
that knowledge of the Scriptures, independent of the creation, is
bound to make us religious, and knowledge of creation, without the
Scriptures, is bound to leave us in darkness.
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What is God like, and how does He do life? Unless we gain an
understanding from ".... what has been made...," we are "... without
excuse."
In the arena of Kingdom of God economics this is true as well.
Having already pointed out that tithing is not per se a New
Testament principle of finance, we are brought to the question,
“what is the New Testament pattern or principle?”
In spite of the many instructions about money and finances
under the law, in virtually every instance the New Testament goes to
life, not law, for financial answers, so much so that we are forced to
conclude that our focus must be on household finance in the
Kingdom of God.
The Household of Kings
Matthew 17:24-27:
... The collectors of the two drachma (half shekel) tax
came to Peter and asked, 'Doesn't your teacher pay the
temple tax?’2 'Yes he does,' he replied. When Peter came
into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. 'What do you
think Simon?' he asked. 'From whom do the kings of the
earth collect duty and taxes – from their own sons or
from others?' 'From others,' Peter answered. ‘Then the
sons are exempt,' Jesus said to him. 'But so that we may
not offend them, go to the lake and throw out your line.
Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you will
find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for
my tax and yours.
The Scriptures tell us that Jesus was born "... under law to
redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of
sons."3
Even while he was still "under law" he was not preaching law,
but rather a transition to the "full rights of sons." Rather than citing
Exodus, rather than saying, "yea verily, it is written...," He said in
effect, "What does life teach you about these things?"
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Under the law, this was identified as "atonement money" and
its use was for "... the service of the tent of meeting," the shadow of
God's house.4 Again, all of that aside, Jesus used the occasion of
Peter's unspoken question as opportunity to share that this money is
for God's household, God's children. Jesus is God's child, and Peter
was and is God's child by association in the first instance, by
adoption in the second instance,5 and by participation in the very
nature of God in the final instance.6 There are people, places, and
circumstances, where we should try not to be an offense, but, bottom
line, the children of kings are tax exempt.
Teachers and Compensation
1 Timothy 5:17,18:
The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are
worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is
preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, 'Do not
muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain,' and 'the
worker deserves his wages.
Much needs to be said about elders, but for now, perhaps it is
enough to say that the pastoral ministry is a nurturing or parenting
ministry, and the ministry of elders is like that of grandparents. That
said, once again we can and ought to go to the old creation to
understand the content of these respective ministries.
As for compensation, there are several implications to this
passage from I Timothy. First, "directing the affairs of the Church"
involves more than preaching and teaching. When it is done well,
even without preaching and teaching, good management is still
worthy of double honor.
Singular honor is that which we owe to parents, "... the first
commandment with promise." The second honor is that of material
compensation. Assuming that the ministry of the elder is performed
well, preaching and teaching is especially worthy of compensation.
Paul instructs us, however, not only by precept, but by his own
example. By precept, here and elsewhere, he makes it clear that, "In
the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the
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gospel should receive their living from the gospel."7 By example, he
models the heart of a father.
Discipling Life
1 Corinthians 4:17:
For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son
whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind
you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with
what I teach everywhere in every church.
On the one hand, there is what Paul is teaching, and on the
other, there is his way of life. By life, Paul is a father in the Lord
even to Timothy, his son whom he loves.
Paul's meaning here in Corinthians is not so much that
Timothy is being sent to teach them about Paul's way of life, but as
his son, will remind them of Paul's way of life by example. As we
say, "The apples do not fall very far from the trees." In principle, he
who has seen the son has also seen the father.
While having a father's heart, Paul is careful to instruct his
children as to the proper thing to do. But, he himself is not willing to
exploit his position as a proper object of their giving.
The Schoolhouse of the Lord
Acts 18:24-26:
Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of
Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man,
with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. He had
been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with
great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though
he knew only the baptism of John. He began to speak
boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila
heard him, they invited him to their home and explained
to him the way of God more adequately.
So much for "... not allowing a woman to teach..."8 We include
this passage as indication that a home is a Biblical setting for
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teaching, and teaching even those who are already teaching
accurately about Jesus. We also know from other references that the
Church met in the home of Priscilla and Aquila while they lived in
Ephesus, as well as later when they lived in Rome.9
Fathers and Children
2 Corinthians 12:14-18:
... I will not be a burden to you, because what I want is
not your possessions but you. After all, children should
not have to save up for their parents, but parents for
their children. So I will very gladly spend for you
everything I have and expend myself as well. If I love you
more, will you love me less? Be that as it may, I have not
been a burden to you. Yet, crafty fellow that I am, I
caught you by trickery! Did I exploit you through any of
the men I sent you? I urged Titus to go to you, and I sent
our brother with him. Titus did not exploit you, did he?
Did we not act in the same spirit and follow the same
course?
This hardly needs elaboration except to say that, having
spoken elsewhere of the rights of an apostle, and principles of work
and compensation, Paul's bottom line is a father's heart – not what
the law says, but what life teaches us about the provision of a house.
Provision of the House
Malachi 3:8-10:
Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye
say, Wherein have we robbed thee?' In tithes and
offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed
me, even this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be meat in my house...
By the way, "... we are His house if we hold on to our courage
and the hope of which we boast..."10 "Meat in my house:” the early
Church "... broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad
and sincere hearts."11 We are also told that, "... There were no needy
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persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands
or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at
the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had
need."12
Here we are not being instructed about compensation for the
laborer, but provision for the house. An old creation household is a
picture of something: a picture of a new creation household, and by
extension, even new creation households.13
Care for Widows
1 Timothy 5:16:
If any (woman) who is a believer has widows in (her)
family, (she) should help them, and not let the church be
burdened with them, so that the church can help those
widows who are really in need.
Except for the widows, the passage would appear to be gender
neutral, so we have added the parentheses.
Here we find that the Lord wants to meet needs at the point of
greatest intimacy, of closest relationship. If needs are met in spiritual
households, then they do not need to be met in the relative
anonymity of the Church at large.
A Word About the Cost
In warning about the cost of discipleship, Jesus spoke of
family conflict. He made it very clear that within any given family,
it was possible, even probable, that everyone would not necessarily
come to faith, at least not at the same time. The result would be
alienation between those who believe and those who do not.
Family Conflict
Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell
you, but division. From now on there will be five in one
family divided against each other, three against two and
two against three. They will be divided, father against
son and son against father, mother against daughter and
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daughter against mother, mother-in-law against
daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-inlaw.14
Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning
to them, he said: ‘If anyone comes to me and does not
hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his
brothers and sisters – yes, even his own life – he cannot
be my disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross
and follow me cannot be my disciple.15
The passage in Matthew that parallels the two above does not
speak of hating one's relatives, but rather loving them less than
Jesus. In either case, in the end, the conflict can go as far as betrayal
and even murder,
You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers,
relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to
death. All men will hate you because of me.16
New Creation Family
Even while Jesus was still in the flesh, He indicated by
promise and example that there would be compensation for the loss
of flesh and blood relatives.
Then Jesus' mother and brothers arrived. Standing
outside, they sent someone in to call him. A crowd was
sitting around him, and they told him, ‘Your mother and
brothers are outside looking for you.’ ‘Who are my
mother and my brothers?’ he asked. Then he looked at
those seated in a circle around him and said, ‘Here are
my mother and my brothers! Whoever does God's will is
my brother and sister and mother.17
Here, as though to disown His own family, he makes it plain
that He has a new family, and the new family was made up of those
who hear and do God's will. In another context, this perspective on
things was reinforced by the rebuke of a complimentary blessing of
His mother, pointing out that blessing belongs to those who hear and
do God's will.
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Cause of Blessing
As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the
crowd called out, ‘Blessed is the mother who gave you
birth and nursed you.’ He replied, ‘Blessed rather are
those who hear the word of God and obey it.’18
Jesus goes on to make clear that He is not the only one who is
to receive a new family, that this is the promise for all who are
willing to let go of the old creation, including their relatives:
Family Exchange
Peter said to him, ‘We have left everything to follow
you!’ ‘I tell you the truth,’ Jesus replied, ‘no one who has
left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or
children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to
receive a hundred times as much in this present age
(homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields –
and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come,
eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the
last first.’19
Elsewhere, we have spoken of these verses in connection with
foundational truth about structure and authority in the Kingdom of
God. Here I would only like to pause long enough to see the
underlying conflict, not only in the persecutions that accompany the
promise, but in the pain associated with unbelieving loved ones.
Unbelieving Loved Ones
For even his own brothers did not believe in him.
Therefore Jesus told them, ‘The right time for me has not
yet come; for you any time is right.’20
It is generally acknowledged that Jesus was thirty years of age
when He began His public ministry. Certainly even before He went
public, His life was a testimony and witness to His own family. His
mother had a good idea of who He was, even if only a partial
understanding. His Mother's cousin, Elizabeth, had the same
understanding as His mother. Elizabeth's son, John the Baptist,
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understood who Jesus was. Yet, in all the years of their exposure to
the truth and His sinless witness, His own brothers still did not
believe.
Clearly, "faith... is the gift of God, lest any man should boast."
If there is no boasting in the presence of faith, then neither is there
any condemnation for the faithful whose loved ones have not yet
come to faith. If thirty years of having Jesus in the house was not yet
enough to bring his family to faith, then the words of Paul are
especially meaningful:
How do you know, wife, whether you will save your
husband? Or, how do you know, husband, whether you
will save your wife?21
Paul goes on to say:
Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in life
that the Lord assigned to him and to which God has
called him. This is the rule I lay down in all the
churches.22
His summary of the matter comes in the wake of his
explanation concerning a believer's responsibility not to leave an
unbelieving spouse.
To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother
has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live
with him, he must not divorce her. And if a woman has a
husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live
with her, she must not divorce him. For the unbelieving
husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the
unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her
believing husband. Otherwise your children would be
unclean, but as it is, they are holy. But if the unbeliever
leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman is not
bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live
in peace.23
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While the unbelieving relatives in our lives are free, from a
relational point of view, we as believers are not free. As for our part,
we are called to live up to our relational responsibilities.
Now the overseer... must manage his own family well
and see that his children obey him with proper respect.
(If anyone does not know how to manage his own family,
how can he take care of God's church?)24
But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these
should learn first of all to put their religion into practice
by caring for their own family and so repaying their
parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God.25
If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and
especially for his immediate family, he has denied the
faith and is worse than an unbeliever.26
An elder must be blameless, the husband of but one
wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to
the charge of being wild and disobedient.27
The First Christian Widow
Even if your family has not come to faith, even if they want to
walk away from the relationship, and are free to do so, a believer is
not free. While it is not certain that they will ever come to faith, the
door to relationship must be left open, because that is the way God
is. Where there are children, just like our heavenly Father, a
believing parent has an ongoing responsibility to discipline his
children, if possible, to bring them to faith. Certainly, a believer
neither grasps nor rejects his unbelieving loved ones.
First Fruits of the Promise
New creation versus old creation relationships were not just a
matter of theory, but of real substance:
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom
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he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, ‘Dear
woman, here is your son,’ and to the disciple, 'Here is
your mother.' From that time on, this disciple took her
into his home.28
Mary, a believer, received a new creation son. John, a believer,
received a new creation mother. The relationship was substantial,
more substantial than that which remained between Jesus' brothers
and His mother. Jesus’ brothers, apparently not present at the cross,
and not yet believers, received nothing.
Viewed from one perspective, the life of a believer is like a
Divine appointment. In the gospel, Jesus has sent an invitation to
"whomsoever will." The life of a believer is a point of entry for those
who respond to Jesus' invitation. "Both the Spirit and the bride say,
‘Come,’" but we as believers are not the ones who choose. Even
Jesus "only had the ones that the Father had given Him."29
Personal Testimony
Without much understanding of these things, as new believers,
we opened our home to whomsoever would. The extent of our
understanding was that the early church met from house to house,
and we wanted to experience that part of our inheritance in the Lord.
Our door has been open for over thirty years. We did not
choose who came. The meetings were never closed in the sense of
invitation or exclusion. The experience was priceless though costly.
The values that we embraced for ourselves and hoped to instill in our
children were not necessarily the values of those whom the Lord
brought into our lives.
It was not until years later, that we discovered the confusion
that our natural children experienced as a result of these mixed
signals. On the one hand, we had one standard for them, and on the
other, a different standard for those who to them seemed to be our
choice of friends.
In our subsequent efforts at repairing the damage to the
children, we withdrew for a while from encouraging new kingdom
relationships. This made no substantial difference in the
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establishment of their own faith, and may even have been
counterproductive due to the reduced power of our witness.
It is now clear that a better course would have been to clarify
the nature and source of relationships in the Kingdom of God, so as
to avoid the mixed value signals that our own children were
receiving. The problem at the time was that we were not aware of
the confusion until after our doors were closed as a result of moving
overseas for a year in connection with business. It was only after
four years had passed, during which time we learned of the
children's confusion, that we reopened our home, our lives, and our
family to the household dimension of the Kingdom once again.
We should say, however, that the greater damage to their faith
was done by broken relationships. Over the course of ten years,
many deep relationships were formed and broken; "... and with them
persecution..."30 This breaking of faith with one another is the most
painful aspect of life in the kingdom. It is also the most difficult to
understand for young children.
More About the Cost
Most of us remember Jesus’ response to a young man in this
brief conversation:
‘Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.’ Jesus
replied, ‘Foxes have holes and birds of the air have
nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.’31
Surely, having no place is a great cost, so great that most of us
can dismiss it as not having relevance for our present circumstances.
In seeming contrast to this verse, however, how many of us noticed
that Jesus did have a home?
... Jesus ... went and lived in Capernaum...32
... he went out and began to talk freely, spreading the
news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town
openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people
still came to him from everywhere.33

139

For Love or Money Three

... Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard
that he had come home. So many gathered that there was
no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached
the word to them. Some men came, bringing to him a
paralytic, carried by four of them. Since they could not
get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an
opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging
through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying
on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic,
‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’34
"... They came to Capernaum. When he was in the
house..."35
Whether or not Jesus or His family owned the house, rented
the house, or were more or less extended houseguests, it is clear that
there was a place called "home," and it apparently included a house.
In the Gospel of Luke, we find the story of the man lowered
through the roof just following the account of Jesus’ preaching in the
synagogue at Nazareth:
He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up,...
‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed
me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight
for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the
year of the Lord's favor.’36
Having spoken of His anointed agenda in the town "where He
had been brought up," He next went to the town, even to the house,
where He was then living. This is where the man was lowered
through the roof.
I need to confess that I do not lose much sleep contrasting my
own ministry to that of others, that of Mother Teresa, for instance.
My problems of conscience come from what I am doing or not doing
in my own home.
Jesus' agenda was to "preach good news to the poor, proclaim
freedom for the prisoners, bring recovery of sight for the blind,
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release the oppressed, and proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." It
is apparent from His life style, together with that of the early
Church, that Jesus did not intend to accomplish this agenda in an
institutional context. It was not His heart to institutionalize people,
but to meet them in their brokenness and transform their lives in a
vital community of faith. He brought His work home with Him, one
consequence of which was that the roof was torn off of the house
where He was staying.
Unlimited Liability
Institutional ministry, by its very nature, is “limited liability
ministry.” The ministry of Jesus was “unlimited liability.” Where
having a place is concerned, an “unlimited liability” mindset is one
that does not claim even birds’ nests or foxholes. It is capable of
occupation without possession or grasping.
Our point for present purposes is that having a home does not
disqualify us from following Jesus. The important thing is our
attitude about the things we possess, even the place where we live. If
our homes are not going to be off limits to the agenda of Jesus, then
we must face up to the cost. Jesus wants to accomplish this agenda
from house to house. This means opening our homes, our families,
and our lives, to poor, broken, and oppressed people; and broken
people break things. In their desperation they and/or their friends,
have even been known to tear the roof off.
Are we ready for this? Are we ready for “unlimited liability?”
Or would we prefer to go on touching lives at the relatively safe
distance of our institutional programs, churches, and buildings?
Perhaps a vital community of faith could both risk, and hope to walk
in the agenda of Jesus.
Having flirted with His agenda in the past, it is clear that
isolated individuals and families are quickly overwhelmed by the
enormity of the task and by the world's response to even limited
success. There are more broken people than occasional even semisold-out saints can handle. Making the effort, one quickly discovers
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why in so many cases, those who take the Lord seriously, do so by
appointment, some place else, and for earthly compensation.
Isn't it time for the fishing nets, torn by our institutions to be
mended, and the limits of liability be removed from the Church?
Isn't it time for "church" to cease being something that we do some
place else?
Teaching Knowledge
Acts 18:24-26:
Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came
to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of
the Scriptures. He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he
spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though
he knew only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the
synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him
to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately.
Information vs. affirmation
What children need is not more information but more
affirmation, the affirmation that they were not getting from their old
creation parents.
I'll come back to this shortly because truth is relational. The
nature and substance of affirmation, (as distinct from information) is
relational as well. Information can be gotten just about anyplace and
in most any kind of relationship. You can even get information all
by yourself. Affirmation, on the other hand, is, not only dependent
on relationship, but on relationships of a particular nature.
What needs to be said here in connection with the short
comings of Apollos’ understanding is, where a "written New
Covenant" is concerned, what we have is corrective letters or
explanatory letters that we have been calling the New Covenant, or
“New Testament.” These letters, themselves, tell us that the New
Covenant, or “testament” is not of the letter but of the Spirit.37 For
this reason, it is much more accurate to speak of the letters written
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during the New Covenant period as writings associated with the
New Covenant.
Strictly speaking then, there is no written "New Testament,"
even if what we know by that name is "Bible." The letters in
connection with the New Testament are inspired and sacred. It is
what man made theology has brought to the table that has been the
problem. It is the theologies of men that tempt, even constrain us to
try to walk out according the letter what can only be walked out in
the power of the Spirit.
As it turns out, what’s been calling itself “church” has set a
rather bad example for the world, and the economies of the world in
this connection. It is written that, “…now unto the principalities and
powers in heavenly places might be made known by the church the
manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which he
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:”
The manhandlers of theology have set a bad example for the
manhandlers of economics. The result in the first instance was a
dysfunctional “church,” and in the latter instance a dysfunctional
economy. Economists are the “systematic theologians” of the market
place. It is here that we are presently getting a graphic demonstration
of what happens when we try to substitute the wisdom of men for
the liberty wherewith Christ has set us free – the liberty that the
founders of the US tried to embrace in the US Declaration of
Independence.38
With that understood, what I want to address here is the
relational nature or context that gives truth meaning. For example:
the same words, in the same word order, can be shared in the context
of a number of different relationships, and the meaning or impact of
those words is altered accordingly. Something that a sibling shares
with you has very different meaning and impact than the same thing
coming from a parent. This is at the root of the distinction between
information and the affirmation that results from relationship.
The affirmation of the cross is ultimate because our
relationship with our Creator, our Source is ultimate. Not seeing or
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understanding this, results in problems, even among the saints. The
less “excellent way”39 of Apollos results in the saints looking for
affirmation in all the wrong places. This has not been a pretty
picture, but is easy to spot, once we see the problem.
“Here am I and the children God has given me.... We are for
signs in Israel....”40 This is not information. This is affirmation. This
is an affirmation that can be found all over the Scriptures, and in
some rather prominent places. The promise of this affirmation ends
the Old Testament.41 The proclamation of the divine truth of it to
human history introduces the firstborn of the new creation: “This is
my beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased.”42
The “fatherless doctrine” which has accompanied the
Reformation’s offendedness with Catholicism, has consigned us to
the place of the unconsoled desolate woman;43 a place of doing, not
being, a place of fruitless programs, rather than a place of new birth.
Affirmation is much too important to be left in the hands of
experts, programmers, and professionals. Affirmation has meaning
and substance in the context of relationships that are born of life,
born of blood – not the result of “let’s make a deal.”
Affirmation is as much the heart's cry of mothers as fathers –
Rachel weeping for her children – Abraham pleading for an heir –
God hoping for something so much that He was willing to frustrate
His whole “less than” creation to get it – Elijah, the prophet crying
out to fathers, (if only fathers, with or without turned hearts were
legal and allowed to hear).
Mere information or doctrines of men always make “the Word
of God of none effect.”44 Is there only one Father? Yes, but when He
is set to the music of the Spirit, every other fatherhood in heaven and
on earth is named for Him – and to Him – and in Him!45 And to
what end? So that the many brothers (gender neutral) He desires for
His Son46 could know the affirmation of fathers here on earth.
The affirmation of siblings can't compare: “This is my beloved
brother in whom I am well pleased.” That just does not cut it. (It is
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also not Bible.) Even in the Scriptures, siblings are more likely to
put you in the pit than to affirm you.47
Artificial affirmation–“let's make a deal” affirmation is a
substitute, even a counterfeit offered by those who don't get it –
those who want to build us up without dying themselves – those who
would rather make a name for themselves than share in the cost and
the preciousness of “the stars of the sky.”48
The last promise of the old creation is not that God would put
the sick in hospitals, or even coping mechanisms, but that He would
put the fatherless in families – real families with real hearts; and real
heart’s turning! That is the place where the woundedness, sickness,
and death of the old creation gives way to healing, health, and life in
the new! Why is this so difficult to understand? Is our nervousness
the measure of our falleness?
Isn't it past time for the work of Elijah to break forth in the
testimony of fathers? As for my part, I think so. Hang on to your
wounded, “doing” doctrines if you must, but, at the very least, make
a place for the fatherhood of God to be expressed here on earth.
What it means to be a Christian includes relationships, not just
words. The first and most important relationship is with the
fatherhood of God. This is what has been made available in the
power of the Spirit. “And ye shall receive power after that the Holy
Spirit....”49
Please note, it does not say, “more power.” The fact of the
matter is, we had no power to become anything – “When we were
powerless....”50 There was no earthly power in the mix when He
gave us “power to become the children of God,” not even the power
of “human decision or husbands will.”51 If we were without power
in ourselves to become God's children, we were, and are also
without power within ourselves to become related to one another.
All the power of the Kingdom of God resides in and of the Holy
Spirit. Everything else is born either in or of the flesh or the devil.
In Christ, “walking it out” becomes “relating it out.”
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To think family, a man and a woman are prerequisite. In
thinking family, we need to go back one more step and think about
the intimacy that was in Adam before the woman was removed. Our
need is to become less self conscious and more other conscious. In
the first instance, we need to become Him conscious. It is the Holy
Spirit who provides that power. Clearly, in the upper room with
Jesus the evening before His crucifixion, His disciples were still
much too self-conscious – much too concerned about themselves
and their position.52
Spiritual relationships protect us from religious delusion.
Relationships will always find us out where what's real is concerned.
Relationships are the place in Christ where we are who we are when
we are not doing anything at all. This is the place of God's rest.
We need to recapture what God created before the woman was
removed. This is only possible in the power of the Spirit. Earthly
marriage is wonderful and certainly preferable to “burning.”53 Jesus'
prayer in John 17 was not about “one flesh” relationships. It was
about a oneness only possible in and of the Spirit.54 In Jesus, these
relationships are available to all!
Unshakable
Viewed from one perspective, the central conflict of the
Scripture is that between the work of God and the "work of man's
hands."55 In one example, perhaps the greatest the work of God is
presented as "a city with foundations, whose builder and maker is
God."56
By the time we arrive in the New Testament letters, we see that
this city is the New Jerusalem that comes down out of heaven.57
That its builder and maker is God clearly distinguishes it from the
cities or things that man builds. That it has foundations clearly
contrasts it with everything else, which has no foundation. Again, it
is clear by the time that we reach the book of Hebrews, that the
importance of its foundations is the unshakable quality of this city.
What God builds does not shake; what man builds shakes.58
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Looking once again at the central conflict of Scripture, it is
clear that, understood in a very broad sense, God's purpose is to
bring people to a place that does not shake. Frailty lies at the very
root of our mortality. As mortals we are shakable. God wants to
bring us to a place which does not shake, not emotionally, not
spiritually, not morally, not mentally, not relationally; neither in our
clarity of vision, nor our vitality, nor in our sense of abundant life.
In another expression, God had promised to build David a
house,59 "... and we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and
the hope of which we boast."60 This is to say, "… If we don't shake."
The "work of man's hands," on the other hand, in its ultimate
expression, is identified as the "mark of the beast." The beast is man.
All men are beasts.61 The mark of man is man's doing. The people of
God need to learn how to recognize the difference, not only in the
actions of others, but in their own actions as well. We have become
very label and trade mark conscious; we need to become even more
label conscious where the work of God is concerned. To have the
“mark of the beast” is to have the mark of man. Paul said to the
Corinthians, "You are acting like mere men."62 A Christian is not to
have the mark of man on his life, his thoughts, words, and actions,
but rather the mark of God. In short:
Don’t let man do a number on you!
If it has the Name of the Lord on it, it must be made in heaven.
Things made on earth are unacceptable, even Biblically illegal,
counterfeits. Don't invest or waste one minute of your life in them.
Paul calls them the basic elements of this world.63
From still another perspective, it is a matter of control. The
reign of Grace is the reign of the Holy Spirit. Everything else "lies
in" or is under the control of the evil one. In Galatians, speaking for
God, Paul said that the reason the Judaizers were doing the things
they were doing was to "... alienate the Galatians from us,.."64 It was
a matter of relationship and control.
God’s Doing
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God's doing is righteousness; man's doing is "... menstruous
rags."65 In Romans 10, we see a very important distinction between
God's righteousness and our own, God's doing versus our own, and
we would like to paraphrase it to make an application to the
relational dimension of our inheritance in Christ.
Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for
those who are caught up in ‘... natural descent, ... human
decision or husband’s will66… is that their lives and
relationships might be transformed. For I can testify
about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal
is not based on knowledge. Since they did not know the
relationships that come from God and sought to establish
their own. They did not see or submit to God's
relationships. Christ, even the body of Christ, is the end
of human doing so that there may be relationships for
everyone who believes.67
Please allow me to press the matter a bit further:
The Heart of the Father
Paul prayed to the Father, "...from whom every family in
heaven and on earth derives its name... we might know this love that
surpasses knowledge..."68
In the following paraphrase taken from the book of Romans,
we have made a personal, or a household or family application of a
truth which is an important part of the Biblical context in which we
are to understand the conflict in a father's heart where the
faithlessness of his own children is concerned.
ROM 11:11 Again I ask:
Did they stumble so as to
fall beyond recovery? Not at

Again I ask: Did the
children stumble so as to fall
beyond recovery? Not at all!
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all! Rather, because of their
transgression, salvation has
come to the Gentiles to make
Israel envious.

Rather, because of interest,
salvation has come to the
neighbors to make the
children envious.

ROM 11:12 But if their
transgression means riches
for the world, and their loss
means riches for the Gentiles,
how much greater riches will
their fullness bring!

But if their lack of faith
means riches for others, and
their absence means riches
for the neighbors, how much
greater riches will their faith
bring!

ROM 11:13 I am talking to
you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I
am the apostle to the Gentiles,
I make much of my ministry,

I am talking to you
neighbors. Inasmuch as I
have been sent to the
neighbors, I make much of
my ministry

ROM 11:14 in the hope that I
may somehow arouse my own
people to envy and save some
of them.

in the hope that I may
somehow arouse my own
children to envy and save
some of them.

ROM 11:15 For if their
rejection is the reconciliation
of the world, what will their
acceptance be but life from
the dead?

For if their lack of faith is
the reconciliation of the
neighborhood, what will
their faith be but life from
the dead?

ROM 11:17 If some of the
branches have been broken
off, and you, though a wild
olive shoot, have been grafted
in among the others and now
share in the nourishing sap

If some of the blood
relatives are alienated, and
you, a stranger, have been
brought into the family and
now share in its provision,
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from the olive root,
over
do,
not
root

do not gloat over my
relatives. If you do, consider
this: You do not support the
family, but the family
supports you.

ROM 11:19 You will say then,
"Branches were broken off so
that I could be grafted in."

You will say then, "The
relatives were cast out in
order to make room for me."

ROM 11:18 do not boast
those branches. If you
consider this: You do
support the root, but the
supports you.

ROM 11:20 Granted. But they
were broken off because of
unbelief, and you stand by
faith. Do not be arrogant, but
be afraid.
ROM 11:21 For if God did not
spare the natural branches, he
will not spare you either.

Granted. But they left
because of unbelief, and you
stand by faith. Do not be
arrogant, but be afraid.
For if God did not spare the
natural children, He will not
spare you either.

ROM 11:22 Consider therefore
the kindness and sternness of
God: sternness to those who
fell, but kindness to you,
provided that you continue in
his kindness. Otherwise, you
also will be cut off.

Consider
therefore
the
kindness and sternness of
God: sternness to those who
fell, but kindness to you,
provided that you continue
in his kindness. Otherwise,
you also will be cut off.

ROM 11:23 And if they do not
persist in unbelief, they will be
grafted in, for God is able to
graft them in again.

And if they do not persist in
their unbelief they will
return, for God is able to
them bring back again.
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ROM 11:24 After all, if you
were cut out of an olive tree
that is wild by nature, and
contrary to nature were
grafted into a cultivated olive
tree, how much more readily
will
these,
the
natural
branches, be grafted into their
own olive tree!
ROM 11:25 I do not want you
to be ignorant of this mystery,
brothers, so that you may not
be conceited: Israel has
experienced a hardening in
part until the full number of
the Gentiles has come in.

After all, if you, a stranger
who was brought in off the
street, and not raised in our
ways, were adopted into
the family, how much
more readily will these, the
natural children, fit back
into the life of the family!
I do not want you to be
ignorant of this mystery,
brothers, so that you may
not be conceited: the
relatives
have
been
alienated in part until the
full
number
of
the
neighbors has come in.

ROM 11:26 And so all Israel
will be saved, as it is written:
"The deliverer will come from
Zion; he will turn godlessness
away from Jacob.

And so the whole family
will be saved, as it is
written: "The deliverer will
come from Zion; he will
turn unruliness away from
the family.”

ROM 11:27 And this is my
covenant with them when I
take away their sins."

And this is my intention
for them when I take away
their sins."

ROM 11:28 As far as the
gospel is concerned, they are
enemies on your account; but
as far as election is concerned,
they are loved on account of
the patriarchs.

As far as accepting the
expression of my love is
concerned, they are
enemies on your account;
but as far my acceptance of
them is concerned, they are
loved because of their
parents,
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ROM 11:29 for God's gifts and his call are irrevocable.
ROM 11:30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to
God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience,
ROM 11:31 so they too have now become disobedient in order
that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God's mercy to
you.
ROM 11:32 For God has bound all men over to disobedience
so that he may have mercy on them all.
ROM 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths
beyond tracing out!
ROM 11:34 Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has
been his counselor?
ROM 11:35 Who has ever given to God, that God should
repay him?
ROM 11:36 For from him and through him and to him are all
things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.
ROM 12:1 Therefore, I urge
you, brothers, in view of
God's mercy, to offer your
bodies as living sacrifices,
holy and pleasing to God—
this is your spiritual act of
worship.

Therefore, I urge you,
brothers, in view of God's
mercy, to spend yourselves
as living sacrifices, holy and
pleasing to God – this is
your appropriate spiritual
response.

ROM 12:2 Do not conform
any longer to the pattern of
this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be to able test
and approve what God's will
is—his good, pleasing and
perfect will.

Don't be hung up any longer
on the old creation, but
come to see things in a new
light with a new perspective.
Then you will be able to test
and approve what God's will
is – His good, pleasing and
perfect will.
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Evidence of Faith
A very clear picture of God's will is provided in the Lord's
teaching about final rewards:
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly
glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he
will separate the people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep
on his right and the goats on his left.69
Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come,
you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me
in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to
visit me.’70
Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and
invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When
did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’71
The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did
for me.’72
In this instance, it is clear that the Lord is talking about
strangers who are related to us by faith. In the flesh, they are
strangers – in the Spirit they are brothers. But the Lord does not stop
at the household of faith – He goes on to command us to open
ourselves as points of entry for those who are invited to come to
Him:
Then Jesus said to his host:
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When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite
your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich
neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so
you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite
the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will
be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.73
When one of those at the table with Him heard this, he said to
Jesus, "Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of
God."74
In hearing Jesus' teaching on the giving of banquets, one of the
more religious at the table made an application to the Kingdom of
God. Jesus then took this as an occasion to rebuke the religious, as
being those who do not respond even when the table is set before
them.
Jesus replied:
A certain man was preparing a great banquet and
invited many guests. At the time of the banquet he sent
his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for
everything is now ready.' But they all alike began to
make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought a field,
and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.' Another
said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my
way to try them out. Please excuse me.' Still another said,
'I just got married, so I can't come.' The servant came
back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of
the house became angry and ordered his servant, 'Go out
quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring
in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.' 'Sir,'
the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done, but
there is still room.' Then the master told his servant, 'Go
out to the roads and country lanes and make them come
in, so that my house will be full. I tell you, not one of
those men who were invited will get a taste of my
banquet.’75
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In a sense, this rebuke is a foreshadowing of the truth, quoted
above, that Paul presents in Romans. The natural branches haven't
the faith to come to the banquet and are uninvited. Their places are
given to others. In this case, those places are given to those who had
been aliens and strangers to the faith.
This was the heart of God from the beginning. The book of Job
is considered to be the earliest written book of the Bible. In it we
read:
I was a father to the needy; I took up the case of the
stranger... no stranger had to spend the night in the
street, for my door was always open to the traveler – 76
As a very real and practical matter, Jesus wants to make
banqueting tables out of our houses, homes, families, and lives.
Life Lessons, a Closer Look
I Timothy 5:8:
If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and
especially for his immediate family, he has denied the
faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
We believe that the focus of this instruction is the closest
relationships of the old creation. Caring for the needs of our own is
basic to life. Now Jesus has brought us a "more abundant life," and
caring for our own is still basic,
... so that there should be no division in the body, but
that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If
one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is
honored, every part is honored with it.77
As a doctrine, this is impossible to live by, but as a matter of
living, it is a fact of life. This is to say, when it's life it is real; when
it is letter it is superficial, artificial, and useless.
In a growing family, the children are included and covered by
the contribution of the parents. Within the family, the needs of the
children are met by the love of the parents. Where their interaction
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with the outside world is concerned, the parents pay the dues but the
children get to participate. Whether it's the rental or ownership of the
house in which they live, inclusion in the community of which they
are a part or, in today's context, visits to the doctor, the clubs to
which they belong, the schools which they attend, or any other rights
of citizenship which they enjoy, it is the parents, in the first instance,
who pay the price so the children can live. As Paul puts it, "So then,
death is at work in us, but life is at work in you."78
To make this perfectly clear, we should say that parents do not
preach and take tithes of their children from the moment of birth.
Rather, life teaches us that financial responsibility comes on the
children progressively as they learn and are able to make their own
contribution to the economy of the household. This is a vital part of
their preparation for being reproductive. At birth, they are not
responsible; next they must become self-responsible; and finally, if
everything is working right and there has been healthy parenting,
they become other-responsible.
John writes to little children who have experienced a father's
love. This is to say, they have been on the receiving end. He also
writes to young men who are able to stand on their own against the
devil. Finally, he writes to fathers who know what it is to be
responsible for others.79 Whether in the old creation or the new, this
is a progression that goes on, or should go on, from house to house.
As the Church has been traditionally structured, this is not
possible. There is no room for growth, no room for the "doing of the
Word." On the contrary, these structures have resulted in the
institutional retardation of the saints.
Accountability
2 Corinthians 8:19-21:
What is more, he was chosen by the churches to
accompany us as we carry the offering, which we
administer in order to honor the Lord himself and to
show our eagerness to help. We want to avoid any
criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift. For
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we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the
eyes of the Lord, but in the eyes of men.
While the mark of maturity among the saints is that they do not
keep accounts, that they "... keep no record of wrongs,"80 they don't
keep track of debts, the debts of others, they are still accountable for
their own doing so as not to be a stumbling block to those whose
faith is weak.
Even from house to house there needs to be accountability.
There is not much of a problem when a household of faith is young
and the children are not yet making any significant contribution.
However, when there is growth in numbers and maturity, so that
those who meet in a given house begin to make a contribution to the
economy of the household, care needs to be exercised to avoid even
the appearance of evil.
There can be a great temptation or pressure to "organize" at
this point. The result can be that we come out of institutional
Christianity that meets somewhere else only to wind up in
institutional Christianity in our own living room. In such a case, our
last condition is worse than the first.
Even where no contribution from the saints is spoken about or
sought, it is possible to grieve the spirit or provoke the children to
wrath if we are not sensitive to their maturity of faith. Given
prevalent teaching in the “institutional church,” it is quite possible
for someone who is weak in the faith81 to come out of
institutionalism, wind up in your living room, and want to "... give
his tithe where he is being fed." If this is being done in weakness of
faith, such a one may later come to a different understanding on the
matter and feel like he has been taken advantage of by a household
head. There needs to be sensitivity toward the children, whether they
are our own in the Lord, or just under our spiritual guardianship82 for
a time.
In one such case, we were led to accept their tithe, because that
was their faith, but, sensing the possibility of future difficulty, we
put it in a savings account, and gave it back to them at a later, and
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more mature date. If they had chosen to leave it with us at that time
we would have had a clear conscience in receiving it.
Short of appointing deacons and elders within the context of a
spiritual household, there should be someone or even others who,
together with the household head, are aware of and accountable for
the flow of material resources.
Where external accountability is concerned, see also in
appendix F – “GOD INC.” For now, it may suffice to say, this is a
bit more problematic. The Kingdom of God is in us, or in our midst,
or among us.83 The borders of the kingdom are between soul and
spirit in the lives of the believers.84 The Kingdom of God is in the
Spirit.85 The government of the kingdom is on Jesus' shoulder.86 In
fact, the government of God is in the DNA of Jesus.
When we, as believers, earn money in our secular work, in us
that money enters the kingdom. At the border (between soul and
spirit), taxes must be paid to Caesar, for God does not owe any man
anything. Once the taxes are paid at the border, the "transactions"
which go on in the church are none of Caesar's business. The truth in
God is that the believers are one, as Jesus and the Father are one.87
Therefore, the flow of assets in the body are not transactions
between separate individuals, but only the provision of the body that
is building itself up in love.
This is why the Church must not be tax exempt. In Malachi,
the people of God are spoken of as being His jewels, His treasure.88
Hezekiah, an otherwise righteous king, invited the ambassador of
Babylon into the treasure house of the Lord.89 Tax exemption does
the same thing; it gives the tax authorities of this world a right to
enter into the treasure house of the Lord. When Hezekiah did this,
the consequence was that the people of God were carried off into
captivity.90
Tax Deductibility
Tax deductibility requires that contributions to the church be
made known to the authorities, in order to be credited as deductible.
Jesus said, "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before
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men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from
your Father in heaven."91
While it is likely that the people of God would be in trouble if
intra-body transactions were not reported for tax purposes, that is
another matter, and not unanticipated by the Scriptures. Certainly the
doing of alms before men for credit, a requirement of tax exemption,
is not the will of God according to the clear teaching of Scripture.
As the people of God, we must face up to the clear teaching of
Scripture. Matthew tells us that we "... will be hated by all
nations..."92 Tax deductibility, in light of our high calling,
unshakable position, and destiny at the hands of the nations, is
ridiculous on its face.
Mechanism for Accountability
The Lord knows about accountability. Paul also knew about
accountability.93 But, there is no indication that a corporation is
required for that purpose. In fact, in the hostile environment that
Scripture suggests is normal to the Church, a corporation is an
obvious liability.94
1

Acts 2:46, 5:42
Exodus 30:11-16
3
Galatians 4:4, 5
4
Hebrews 9,10
5
Galatians 4:5
6
Galatians 4:6, 1 Peter 1:23, 2 Peter 1:4,
7
I Corinthians 9:14
8
I Timothy 2:12
9
I Corinthians16:19, Romans 16:3-5
10
Hebrews 3:6
11
Acts 2:46
12
Acts 4:34, 35
13
I Corinthians 16:15
14
Luke 12:51-53
15
Luke 14:25-27, See also Matthew 10:34-39
16
Luke 21:16, 17
17
Mark 3:31-35**** See also Matthew 12:47-50, and Luke 8:19-21
2
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18

Luke 11:27, 28
Mark 10:28-31** See also Matthew 19:29, and Luke 18:28-30
20
John 7:5, 6
21
1 Corinthians 7:16
22
1 Corinthians 7:17
23
1 Corinthians 7:12-15
24
1 Timothy 3:2-5
25
I Timothy 5:4
26
I Timothy 5:8
27
Titus 1:6
28
John 19:25-27
29
John 17:6-12
30
See Malachi 2:10-16
31
Matthew 8:19, 20
32
Matthew 4:12, 13
33
Matthew 1:45
19

34

Mark 2:1-5
Mark 9:33
36
Luke 4:16-24
35

37

2 Corinthians 3:6
See Book One, Appendix B – Declaration.
39
Acts 18:26 KJV
40
Hebrews 2:13, Isaiah 8:18
41
Malachi 4:6
42
Luke 3:22
43
Isaiah 54:1
44
Matthew 15:6
45
Ephesians 3:14,15
46
Romans 8:29
47
Genesis 37:17-24
48
Genesis 15:4, 5
49
Acts 1:8
50
Romans 5:6
51
John 1:12, 13
52
Luke 22:24
53
1 Corinthians 7:9
54
John 17:21
55
Revelation 9:20
56
Hebrews 11:10
57
Revelation 21:2
58
Hebrews 12:26-29
38
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59

1 Chronicles 17:10
Hebrews 3:6
61
Ecclesiastes 3:18
62
1 Corinthians 3:4 NIV
63
Galatians 4:3, 9
64
Galatians 4:17
65
Isaiah 64:6, In the original, the meaning is clear and precise; the word is
"menstruous,” not "filthy".
66
John 1 13
67
Romans 10:1-4, 5
68
Ephesians 3:14, 15, 19
69
Matthew 25:31-33
70
Matthew 25:34-36
71
Matthew 25:37-39
72
Matthew 25:40
73
Luke 14:12-14
74
Luke 14:15
75
Luke 14:16-24, See also Matthew 22:2-14
76
Job 29:16, 31:32
77
1 Corinthians 12:25, 26
78
2 Corinthians 4:12
79
1 John 2:12-14
80
I Corinthians 13:5, 11
81
Romans 14:1-12, 1 Corinthians 8
82
1 Corinthians 4:15
83
Luke 17:21
84
Hebrews 4:12
85
Romans 14:17
86
Isaiah 9:6
87
John 17:21,22, Eph. 4:4-6
88
Malachi 3:16-18
89
2 Kings. 20:12-18
90
2 Kings. 20:13-18
91
Matthew 6:1-4
92
Matthew 24:9
93
2 Corinthians 8:16-21
94
See Appendix F – Chapter 14 - GOD INC.
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Bible Index
The major theme of the book is traced through every book of
the Bible. The basic choice is between the keeping of God and the
keeping of this world. The keeping of this world is broken down into
three categories: idols in the largest sense, graven images in a
slightly narrower sense, and money as the summary from the
perspective of the New Testament.
Our choice is reflected in the thing that we worship – the thing
that we love. What we love is reflected in our willingness to be
vulnerable – to be naked. Are we naked before God or naked before
the world system?
These words, or what represents them, are traced through
every book of the Bible along with the Biblical principles by which
we understand the application of the verses cited to the subject
categories.
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Other Books by the James Jay Ferris
Published by New Leaf Press in 1982, it was this
book that caught the attention of Wall Street in
2003. It was that interest that led to the present
work: Are You Worried Yet? Where Is Money
Taking Us?. While now out of print, it can often be
found at used book sellers who hang around
Amazon.com. While not very polished, this book
does provide early warning of our present liquidity
crises.

Published September 29, 2008 by Preparing The
Way Publishers, this book was seemingly timed
by an invisible hand to arrive the day of the
biggest fall in Wall Street history; 777.68 pts.
This was not only the record at the time, but it is
also the Biblical number of completion, when
rounded to the nearest tenth of a point; 777.7, a
sign that our book-work was done.

Published in April, 2005 by Advantage Books,
Not Left Behind is an accidental kind of book.
It is a genre that echoes the story of Jesus with
the Woman at the well of John 4:4-42. In a
sense, this book opens to the reader a better
place to live, even while surrounded by the
turmoil that is presently ravaging our world.
This book is a conversation that serves as an
example of the kind of intimacy that is possible
in Christ, even in cyberspace.
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