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Our title, “For Love or Money Understanding The 2nd Parable:
Gold,” we trust will serve as a contemporary wake up call, in the
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perplexed in the face of all the obstacles which have prevented our
doing so. In any case, we are hopeful that, by now, the reader is
getting a clearer picture of the end of the economic world as we have
known it.
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What People Are Saying About This Book
“For 30 years, Jay Ferris has examined biblical implications of
money and its relationship to man In “Are You Worried Yet?”, Jay’s
understanding of God’s Word combines with his economic
understanding to bring forward a timely and extremely important
message to those that have ears to hear - time is short, and our use of
unjust weights and measures is about to unleash consequences on the
world that will effect each one of us. This book is a must read for
those who seek a deep understanding of a very critical subject in the
times in which we now live.”
Doug Tjaden – Colorado Author - The Traditions of Men
“… You think in a marvelous and mysterious way, and your
conversations are pure and mystical, but the depth of your words are
not grasped by many.”
Frank Smith – California
“Overall it’s quite fascinating and terrifying all at once. Hard
to put it down. It’s certainly a timely study. What scholarship!
You’ve really done your research it seems & some really awesome
new Holy Spirit revelation! Can’t wait to see the rest.”
Dave and Janice Woodrum – Washington Editors - Preparing the Way Publishers
“…been devouring it and distracted from other chores. I
love it. I love your ubiquitous parallels of gold and love. It is a deep
and refreshing presentation…We're impressed! We can see that the
3 books will sound a real trumpet call - an alerting to the signs of the
end. Chapter 9 of book 1 is great - leads us to an expectancy of what
will come in the following volumes. Well done.”
Peter & Susan Dunn – Australia

iv

“Ferris is offering us the first of three volumes of his magnum
opus setting forth his core understanding of God, the universe, and
eternity. There are definitive brief statements about the history of
money, which weave into the Ferris hypothesis: that God is love and
love is the only currency and investment that survives beyond this
lifetime. Early on you may think the author is suggesting that you
cash in your stocks and bonds, fire your financial planning
consultant, and buy gold bullion – because of the Bible's high regard
for gold. But Ferris keeps returning to the fact that everything is
perishable except love, and love is rooted in God and is the only
worthy investment. As I followed the author's biblical account of
the uses of gold, I was startled he had not extended his discussion of
gold to point out that "that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending
out of heaven from God," where gold is no longer a symbol of
wealth or a medium of exchange, but has become material used for
pavement and glistening construction materials in that "foursquare"
cube of the New Jerusalem. There, John writes, "the city was pure
gold, like unto clear glass, . . . and the street of the city was pure
gold" (Revelation 21:10, 18, and 21).”
Prof. Donald M. Joy – Kentucky Human Development and Family Studies – Asbury Seminary
“I keep reading and re-reading certain sections. I even share
them with some of the men I meet with each Sunday morning… a
nice fluid style, highlighting what many in a modernist frame of
mind would have a difficult time adjusting to, highlight mystery and
spiritual truth, rooted in the textual content of Scripture. It is both
mystical, and substantively real and authentic. I have been reading a
lot of stuff from the Emergent Christian community,.. I really
believe your book is so timely. We are in cultural shift as a society,
and the bulk of the “church” culture is still stuck in the Reformation,
the Enlightenment, and the Age of Reason. Your book address a lot
of the Emergent church's issues with finances, and ethics, and the
whole ramifications of how and why God created wealth, and the
type of wealth that was created and how it is to be utilized.”
Sam Buick – Canada
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“This book is so electrifying in spirit that I have made 6 pages
of notes just!!! off the introductory page... I am so thankful for the
explosion of truth within these sacred pages… and know that they
have been forged in the fire of His presence. It is a sacred trust…
Every page, word and sentence stops me in my tracks… I have
marveled that you have been able to write in a manner that is so easy
to read, even for the reader who lacks a background in such things…
where almost all who are “just plain people,” (not just economists
and those in the financial field, etc.) can understand this critical
message…It reminds me of the saying of Jesus, or the parables.
There were those who understood what He was saying, and others
just shook their heads and walked away wondering what the fuss
was all about. The reader dare not take this lightly…Blessedly, it is
very confrontational! It must be!..”
Pat Self – Virginia
"... Since I have never really considered the economic aspect of
God's economy, I was thrilled to gain insight from your intensive
research and understanding. I look forward to what is still to come."
Albert Knoch – Washington
“… I found the material on economics fascinating and
enlightening. On the other hand, your use of Scripture leaves me
rather baffled. There is much that Bible scholars and historians know
that you do not take into account or simply ignore. Also, there are
some passages where you seem to contrast the Old Testament and
the New in ways that most of the Christian church rejected from the
early second century. And I find it difficult to agree with your
understanding of prophecy. I can understand that, for biblical studies
and theology are not your field. But, since they are my fields, an
endorsement from me would imply that I do agree with your use of
Scripture and with your theological outlook. For that reason, I would
rather not write such an endorsement. Again, I found the sections on
economics most interesting and challenging…”
Justo L. Gonzalez – Georgia -
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Author - Faith And Wealth A History of Early Christian Ideas
on the Origin, Significance, and Use of Money
“…Your book is everything I remember and more! The Bible
is more up-to-date than tomorrow's headlines. “Are You Worried
Yet?”, not only informs and convicts, but reveals prophetic insights
into the collapse of our currency. Jay Ferris points us to our only
hope, even as he paints a stark picture of the unfolding drama of
economic history and eternal destinies. Great job, Jay. I was stirred
once again.”
Renny Scott – Georgia
“Are You Worried Yet?” is a loaded title. Jay Ferris cuts to the
core of money, in the ultimate sense of the word; as God
communicates about it in the Bible. Few books draw direct spiritual
correlations from the topic of money. Usually religious writers run
from money as filthy lucre or others never connect the dots that
God's economy definitely deals in money, much the same as the
world's, but for different reasons. God's economy saves and restores
while the world's economy manipulates and destroys. If you are
looking for a book about money that gives you the straight story but
want something that speaks to your heart this book delivers in
spades.”
Timothy L. Price – Nebraska
Author - The Diluted Church
"From what I have read of this book, it is definitely worth a
read. If you can hang in there with Jay's train (or avalanche) of
thought, I think he is on to some very important insights. He often
gets very close to home concerning issues we'd rather keep under
wraps in our closets (and our wallets)."
Jon Zens – Wisconsin –
Author – Each According to His Ability:
Principles of New Covenant Giving, (1979)
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“You have a way of seeing "true truth" in a way few others
have. You are a man who has experienced God's love at the deepest
depth and it has transformed and caused you to live a life of love in
the sphere of life where God has placed you. All of us who have had
the privilege of knowing you have freely received His love through
you, and continue to do so… The economy is the main theme of the
elections but no real hope is offered. The solutions are all falsely
based and lend no certainty or hope. Perhaps inviting people to
throw in their monopoly money would make as much sense!
Glancing toward the back of the book I found this statement: "the
prevailing and final problem from a monetary standpoint is a
reliance on the work of man's hands, a reliance on the flesh, rather
than a reliance on Gods' provision." This book is amazing…”
Vonnie Swope – Virginia
"If you have a saving knowledge of The Messiah, this book is
a paramount read. The whole of the work is substantial food for
decisions of consequence within the next five to ten years. Some of
us will remain to see the return of the King, but most of us will take
our places with those under the altar, (Revelation 6:9-11, Daniel
8:24). Either way the "strong tower" is our only defense, Isaiah 57:1
is of El-Elyon.”
Gary Linden – California

"Even though Jay's understanding of certain basic
portions of prophetic data in our scriptures differs from mine,
most of my friends might derive substantial benefit from
considering his overarching viewpoints about the management
of currency by human governments and the impact of that
manipulation on the human spirit."
William S. Thurman – North Carolina –
M.A., Ph.D. Classical Languages, University of Texas, Fellow and Symposiast,
Harvard Byzantine Center: Dumbarton Oaks, founder of Department of Classics
and Television Program, UNC-A
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Book One
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Key Note Illustrations
During the years of revision – 2003 to 2008, our title was a
well known sound bite: “For Love or Money.” That well known
phrase puts the question where Jesus summed it up: “No man can
serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other;
or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot
serve God and mammon.”1
Here the idolatry of the Old Testament is boiled down to a
choice between “mammon” or money or the “stuff” of this world or
another “master.” The title we have chosen suggests another
“master” – love. Idolatry boils down to misplaced confidence.
A Biblical understanding of money must inevitably take us in
the direction of love. Those who are forgiven much, love much.2 It is
in the love of God where we must place our confidence.
We have keynoted the three parts or books of our message
with Bible illustrations by Gustave Dore (1832-1883). The Book
One illustration is titled “Adam and Eve Driven Out of Eden.” This
is where our need for money begins. In Paradise there was no need
for money, because there was abundance enough for those who
dwelt there. With Adam and Eve’s expulsion from the garden, the
human race entered, what economists refer to as “the economics of
scarcity.” Our source couple left “more than,” and entered “less
than.”
In the place of “less than” – the place of scarcity, there are only
two alternatives to money, robbery or love. When money is supplied
or controlled by money changers, those who change the provision of
God into a license to steel, then money itself, becomes the hand
maid of robbers, and thieves.
The Bible is the written disclosure of the love of God. In it
God’s love is presented against a background of human frustration,
failure, dysfunction, and indebtedness. In our frustration we make
bad choices. That’s just what ”less than” people do.
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Confidence in “mammon” or the world’s stuff is misplaced. It
is not the wise choice. It is the choice of “less than.” This book and
the Bible are all about “choosing wisely.”3 Only the love of God can
produce “more than” people. “More than” loves, because love is its
source. “Less than” takes because it has nothing to give.
Cast out to the east, the Biblical source couple went east, in the
direction of the “good gold” of the land of Havilah.4 This good gold
is about The Love of God. 5
In the past 40 years of looking deeper into the gold of Havilah,
the author has concluded that there is something more. It is this
better than “good gold” that is explored here and offered to those
who are looking for the greater meaning of the mess we’re in.
1

Matthew 6:24
Luke 7:36-50
3
“You have chosen wisely” is a memorable sound bite from the movie, Indiana
Jones and The Last Crusade.
4
Gen. 2:11, 12
5
Romans 8:35-39
2
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Abstract:
The Bible is a mystery ultimately unlocked and interpreted by
The Spirit of God. It is a “Code Book,” the understanding of which
is hidden in parables. It is said of Jesus,
“All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables;
and without a parable spake he not unto them; that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying: I will open my
mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret
from the foundation of the world.”1
On another occasion Jesus said: “… the words that I speak
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.”2 This to say, that the
mystery of God’s word is hidden in a code unlocked only by the
Spirit of God.
There are two parables that are particularly important for our
understanding. The first one is the parable of male and female, the
sexual parable.3 The second is the parable of gold. These two
parables are intertwined from the beginning of the Scriptures to the
end.
There is a rather interesting statement written in the novel,
Atlas Shrugged. It is a statement that sees the connection between
the two subjects, gold and sex, but in context comes up somewhat
short of full understanding or Biblical “knowing”:
"Do you remember what I said about money and about the men
who seek to reverse the law of cause and effect? The men who try to
replace the mind by seizing the products of the mind? Well, the man
who despises himself tries to gain self esteem from sexual
adventures – which can't be done, because sex is not the cause, but
an effect and an expression of a man's sense of his own value."4
It is vital that we understand these two parables. To miss the
point is to be ultimately lost. While Ayn Rand came into a great deal
of insight, even where the connection between sexual choice and
money is concerned, she appears to have been blind-sided in her
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metaphysics in a way that resulted in tragic relational dysfunction,
not only for herself, but for many in her sphere of influence.
The subject of money in the Bible can be looked at or
approached on a number of levels. The two most obvious being an
earth bound level, and a spiritual level. On either level, gold is the
touchstone of monetary truth or Biblical truth set in a monetary
context. Gold is the Biblical choice as a medium of exchange for the
transfer of value from one person or place to another. Gold in this
capacity is not ultimate, however, but it is essential for the
impartation of a truth, which is ultimate. By probing the Biblical
meaning of money and markets, we can get some idea of where
alternatives to gold are taking us in the Biblical short run.
In the monetary arena, as in so many others, the contest
between good and evil is very present. Gold is the stand in for
ultimate good, and evil is something the Bible most often refers to as
the "work of man's hands."5 This is the source of idols or graven
images, and by the end of the Biblical story, graven images boil
down to mammon. Mammon can be boiled down to money,
because "... money answereth all things."6
Quoting Rand once again: “Paper is a mortgage on wealth that
does not exist, backed by a gun aimed at those who are expected to
produce it. Paper is a check drawn by legal looters upon an account
which is not theirs: upon the virtue of the victims. Watch for the day
when it bounces, marked, ‘Account overdrawn.”7
As this book goes to press the second time, the days may well
be upon us when the account is marked “overdrawn.”
Central Banks, which create money out of nothing, are the very
fountainhead of graven images. The integrity of graven images is
their worthlessness – in the end they can be exchanged for
worthlessness - count on it – that is the integrity of idols. The value
of graven images is delusional – temporary – residing in the hopes
and eyes of idol worshippers – adherents of the monetary
denomination. The central banking system represents the
"systematic theology" of money.
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This is as close as I dare get in describing the content of this
book as it relates to the monetary world around us. According to the
Bible it is not my business to judge the things of this world. Rather it
is our business to make judgments concerning the church. As Paul
wrote to the Corinthians, "... what is it to me to judge outsiders" do
you not judge those who are inside? But God judges the outsiders.
Put away the evil person from among yourselves."8
Two other passages of the Bible come to mind at this time, and
in this connection, "For the time is come for judgment to begin at the
house of God: and if it begin first at us, what shall be the end of
them that obey not the gospel of God?"9 The other passage is: "... to
make all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery which for
ages hath been hid in God who created all things; to the intent that
now unto the principalities and the powers in the heavenly places
might be made known through the church the manifold wisdom of
God..."10 Viewed from a monetary perspective, the "manifold
wisdom of God" is best seen through the portal of gold. Looking at
the end through that portal, it is possible to see life. It is the church
which was/is to be the witness of that portal.
The end of graven images is death. The Bible makes this point
with earth shaking clarity. It was never intended that the medium of
exchange of the household of God should be graven images. The
medium of exchange of God is love, and how grateful we must be to
discover that the love of God is good for enemies. Only the integrity
of gold can teach us about this love. For the present, at least, the
monetary choice for the people of God must be the gold of God's
love. All else is lies and robbery.
"Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death,
and with Sheol are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge
shall pass through, it shall not come unto us; for we have made lies
our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: therefore
thus saith the Lord Jehovah, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone of sure foundation: he
that believeth shall not be in haste. And I will make justice the line,
and righteousness the plummet; and the hail shall sweep away the
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refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding-place. And
your covenant with death shall be annulled, and your agreement
with Sheol shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass
through, then ye shall be trodden down by it."11
Finally: After years of searching the Scriptures on various
subjects, it has become clear that any attempt to represent the Bible
on any subject without ending up with love, is to have missed the
point some where along the way. Where economics and human
government are concerned, it is critically important that we
understand the difference between “take it or leave it” and “take it or
else.” The medium of exchange of free men is gold – “take it or
leave it” money. The medium of exchange of slaves is fiat money,
(“legal tender”) – “take it or else” money. The medium of exchange
of lovers is supplied at the cross. Gold is the provision of God. Fiat
money – graven image money is a misrepresentation - a false claim
and a false god.
Format:
For a number of reasons we have divided the handling of the
subject matter into three books, this being the first.
1

Matt. 13:34, 35
John 6:63
3
Gen. 1:27, 2:22-24, Eph. 5:31, 32
4
Atlas Shrugged, by Ayn Rand, Random House, New York, NY, 1957, Part 2,
Chapter 4, page 489.
5
Revelation 9:20, for instance
6
Ecclesiastes 10:19
7
Atlas Shrugged, by Ayn Rand, Random House, New York, NY, 1957, Part 2,
Chapter 4, page 489.
8
1 Corinthians 5:12, 13
9
1 Peter 4:17, 18
10
Ephesians 3:9, 10
11
Isaiah 28:15-18
2
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About the Author
A native of Greenwich, Connecticut, Jay Ferris was running
for U.S. Congress in 1972 when the Lord got his attention. Prior to
that time, he had received a B.A. in economics from the University
of Connecticut, had spent some time in industry, and had met and
worked with Peter Steel, who had worked with and was following in
the legacy of Lemuel Boulware of General Electric. Peter Steel and
Philip M. Crane had worked together in the 1960s.
It was in the context of Peter’s work and associations that Jay
met Phil Crane, and Jay became the State Chairman of Young
Americans for Freedom. During those years Jay also became
acquainted with The Foundation for Economic Education, (FEE) and
the dedicated people who were serving there. It was also during that
time that Jay became involved with the Committee for Monetary
Research and Education, (CMRE) and the many dedicated seekers
and communicators of truth, among them Elizabeth Currier,
President of CMRE. That list of people met in the context of CMRE
conferences is long, and illustrious.
These were the associations and the personalities that finally
positioned Jay to where The Messiah could get his attention, and that
He did. Jay was captivated by the kingdom of God in 1972. In 1974,
while attending a CMRE conference in Washington D.C., he was
forever changed by the revelation of an answer sought for years by
others who had been concerned with the origins of inflation:
“Inflation begins when Government calls money something else.”
In late 1973 or early 1974, Jay and his wife Carleen opened
their home, their family – by 2007, including four grown children –
and their lives to what they had just begun to see was “the
household dimension” of their inheritance in Christ. Since then, they
have continued to gather with others in homes, mostly their own. In
the early process of making the transition from his old set of values
to his new one, Jay spent seven years researching God’s position on
xvi

money. In 1982 his “Inflation: The Ultimate Graven Image” was
published by New Leaf Press.
Jay is now in his late sixties. He and Carleen live in the
mountains of western North Carolina.
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Book One
Chapter 1 – An Overview .................................................................. 5
Background and personal observations
Personal history related to the subject, including the when,
where and how of the insight on which the book is based. The
origins of money, and the introduction of the Bible into the author’s
understanding of the nature and history of money.
Chapter 2 – Beginnings ................................................................... 21
The Genesis of gold
Gold as the provision of God for a fallen humanity. Qualities
of gold that make it better than graven images. What’s wrong with
going from gold to paper to blips (digital liquidity).
Chapter 3 – Love Tokens................................................................. 39
Romancing the gold
Gold as the token metal of God’s love and ownership. What
man has done with the expression and the provision of God; from
golden earrings to golden calf. The introduction of the images of
mammon or money.
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Personal intimacy
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An introduction to the divine romance, as presented in Ezekiel
Chapter 16. Opening the relational dimension of God’s love. The
bride and the prostitute are introduced.
Chapter 5 – Fouling Up the Works.................................................. 59
The course of true love
Substance vs. images. An overview of the Biblical prohibitions
of graven images is presented as well as monetary history’s
systematic violation of graven image prohibitions.
Chapter 6 – New Pictures on the Money ......................................... 77
Rivals – the history of coinage
The history of coinage, and it’s relationship to idolatry as well
as the beginning of images of men on money and the emergence of
the claims of men to be gods.
Chapter 7 – The Authorities of This World..................................... 87
An introduction to adultery
Authority and control. The origin of earthly kings over the
people of God. Discovering our present position at this time in
human history.
Chapter 8 – Government Programs ............................................... 101
An invitation to heaven or hell?
The nature, types and fruit of government programs, Israel as a
nation exemplary of the kingdom of God. The principles of
governmental purpose and limitation as set forth in the “Declaration
of Independence.”
Chapter 9 – Corruptible Things ..................................................... 115
How to mess up a good thing
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Meaning and methods of corruption are discussed. What does
the Bible mean by corruption? How have governments fallen into it?
The depreciation of money; the real source or best definition of
“inflation.”

Book Two
Chapter 10 – Deficit Spending
A national “pig out”
As this is written, the world economy is caught in the throes of
a liquidity crisis by gluttony, and banking chicanery in the U.S.
housing/real estate industry. The central banking system continues to
feed into the gluttony in a way that hurts those who can least afford
it. Rampant indebtedness and wholesale theft. Something Leonard
Read of the Foundation For Economic Education used to talk about,
the addiction to something for nothing; S.F.N. is discussed as well as
various remedies for addiction. “Just say no,” is contrasted with the
“comfort” of God as solution for the problem. S.F.N. is compared to
“original sin.” The role of the Federal Reserve system is discussed as
well as the Fed’s need for deception and cover-up. The war against
“principalities and powers” is discussed. And The book of
Revelation is looked at, particularly Chapter 13, and the two beasts
that are revealed there as examples of political power, and money
power.
Chapter 11 – The Depreciation of Money
A national “wipe out”
The effect of depreciating money on savings and investment is
discussed as well as the importance of capital formation and tools
where productivity is concerned. The productivity equation of the
American Economics Foundation is introduced and explained. The
relationship between depreciating money and the wholesale increase
in gambling is looked at. The relationship between the destruction of
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the currency and the rise of tyranny is also touched on. Remedies or
apparent remedies for addictive spending habits are looked at in
greater detail, comparing various forms of Government controls and
regulations that are imposed as prices begin to reveal the result of
currency depreciation. The Biblical Jubilee is introduced as God’s
alternative provision for the oppressiveness of excessive
indebtedness. It is noted that, while the Jubilee is a shadow or
picture of the debt release available in Christ, there is a counterfeit
debt release provided by the antichrist.
Chapter 12 – The New Coin of the Realm
Getting the point
Detailed explanation of the medium of exchange found in
Christ. The source, nature, and economy of the community described
in the book of Acts probed. The vitality of that community is
contrasted with what has been calling itself “church” since that time.
In the beginning it was a community of reigning grace. The key to
community is presented from The Gospel of Luke; “Those who are
forgiven much, love much.” The key to love is revealed as resulting
from release from monetary indebtedness. Monetary indebtedness is
a picture or representative of every kind of indebtedness, and used to
make a point about love. It is at this point that we are weaned from
the stuff of this old creation to the spiritual realities of the new
creation. In the politics and economy of Jesus, the man is Christ
Himself, the message is love, the platform is the cross. The power of
love is discussed.
Chapter 13 – Getting Liquid
Positioning for the long haul
Positioning for the liquidity of heaven. This is a matter of
selling one’s value system short, and buying long in the value
“system” of heaven. Here we assess the costs and the benefits of
saying “yes” to God. To move toward God is to move away from
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relational dysfunction; it is to be better able, not less able or less
willing to get along with others. What has been passing itself off as
religion is clearly taking people in the wrong direction. A story
about a time share presentation is used to illustrate the point. In the
telling of that story, it becomes clear that before the antichrist burns
Babylon, Christ burns the Babylon that is located in our hearts and
between our ears. It’s all about the content of the heart. Driving out
the Canaanites prefigures the liquidity of lovers, not merchants.
Guns and lovers, two very different approaches to redistribution.
Living with the wisdom of two different worlds.
Chapter 14 – How Did the State Become Savior?
“Nothing you can’t get with a kind word
and a gun in your hand”
Here we explore various influences outside of the government
itself that have pushed it in the direction of becoming the savior
state. In this connection we have paid particular attention to the
influence of what’s been calling itself “church,” and representative
of God’s position as revealed in the Bible. Caesar’s image on the
coin is noted in connection with the money of the last Caesar, the
image of the beast. God has his way with both Caesar, and the beast.
Again the connection between numbering and taxation are looked at
more closely as well as the futility of government programs for the
production of life. Life begets life. Program begets program. Life is
the real difference between the “haves and the have nots.” Freedom
and slavery; who is your mother? When money never changes
hands; the real basis for tax exemption. Church and state – going to
bed with Caesar.
Chapter 15 – A Day in Court
Who’s representing you?
Ending up in trouble for doing the right thing. We can run, but
we can’t hide. Questions of purposeful evil are discussed including
xxiii

the role of conspiracy. Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is touched
on. Again, war with the powers that be is looked at in the context of
blasphemy. The lovelessness of law and unforgiveness as revealed in
monetary terms is explored as well as outward signs of the true
content of the heart. The ultimate problem with keeping track of
debt. An in depth look at the meaning of “The abomination of
Desolation” spoken of by the prophet Daniel, and its relationship to
the 666 of Revelation. The tribunals of earth versus the court of
heaven.
Chapter 16 – Break the Bank
Black Monday and the fall of Babylon
Here we take a closer look at the Biblical perspective on
economic collapse. Of particular interest is the relationship of the
fall of Babylon to the revelation of the antichrist. Biblical types and
figures, as well as spiritual counterfeits associated with the second
coming of Christ are examined. Babylon as indicative of man’s
compulsion to make a name for himself is discussed. Why Christ is
the stone that the builders reject along with man’s perversion of
God’s plan. Systems of economic distribution, and redistribution are
talked about, socialism, communism, fascism, etc.
Chapter 17 – Time Out for a Brain Adjustment
Another way of looking at reform
To better prepare the reader to understand the nature of, and
the implications of the kingdom of the beast, along with some keys
to understanding the “mysteries of heaven” are discussed. From here
the remainder of the book probes deeper into what’s at stake
spiritually, both in this present age and in the age to come. This
chapter is designed to help with getting the point of it all at a much
deeper level. Driving out the money changers as a sign of monetary
reform at the end of the age. Here we make the connection between
conditions during Jesus’ days on earth, and the conditions and
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identification of the ultimate money changer or “reformer,” the
ultimate personification of the beast, and the beast in principle in the
present, the role of the beast in central banking, for instance. Two
kinds and sources of birth are discussed as well as the nature of their
children; children of the marketplace, and children of wisdom. The
difficulty inherent in trying to explain a love that surpasses
knowledge. The border of the Kingdom, somewhere between our
ears; somewhere between soul and spirit. Another look at the
Biblical significance of gold. The paradigm shift necessary to enter
the Kingdom of God. A Biblical perspective on “the hour.”
Chapter 18 – The Ultimate Money Changer
Is this really where we want to go?
A still closer look at the nature methods, and program of the
beast, looked at as a money reform or monetary reformer. The
change in currency is compared with the change of heart and mind
that accompanies the coming of Christ. The “mark of the beast” is
looked at from an identity point of view, and compared with the
mark of Christ. The significance of making a marketplace of God’s
house is looked at from still another vantage point. A house of
prayer or a den of thieves? When a prostitute falls in love she’s out
of business. We take a still closer look at the city of God, a city with
twelve gates and only one street, a street where there are no hidden
agendas. The city of God as a place not of geography, but of
proximity, and relationship. The look of love is in your eye. If
anything else is in our eye we have a problem. Like the monetary
reform of Christ, the monetary reform of the antichrist is also set up
on the ashes of Babylon. What are we hoping for; “What’s in our
wallet?” The work of faith, making hope for the future part of our
present circumstances. “See that no one deceives you; avoid being
deceived by government created, aided or abetted money. In the end
it all comes down to buy, sell or love.

xxv

Chapter 19 – What Time Is It?
The really tough call
Timing is discussed. What time is it Biblically? What time is it
historically? What time is it in the economic cycle? The Bible’s use
of the increments of time; hours, days, weeks, months, years. The
importance of understanding the times. Is it time to buy or time to
sell? How does God tell time? The time table of the old creation is
compared with the time table of the new creation, especially what
goes on in the middle of the week. Daniel’s seventy weeks are
discussed. Making time stand still. What is the real meaning of
separating light from darkness? Again, two kinds of generations are
discussed. There is a discussion of the time line of Jesus as well as
the inclusion of a chart graphically depicting the Biblical time line of
human history from the time of Christ. Exponential relationships are
looked at crunching the numbers on frequency and intensity as a
function of time, labor pains for instance. Signs of the times, and the
sign of the prophet Jonah are discussed. The desolation of the flesh
is the fertility of the Spirit. Two witnesses during the reign of the
beast. Female personifications of two mysteries. The satanic trinity
is explained. Sifting and sorting while dwelling in Babylon.
Chapter 20 – The Joy of the Lord Is My Strength
More than “white knuckles”
Good news for the present: relationships that come from God.
The Bible can be a dead letter or a living word. For it to become a
living word, two things are necessary, The Spirit of God, and the
doing of what it says. It is the doers who get to understand it. To
understand the Love of God we have to do the Love of God. That
can only be done in relationships that come from God. Jesus closest
relationships were given to Him by God. Coming to grips with the
cross. Intimacy as the joy set before us. The comfort of intimacy
from the outside in. Getting beyond the barrier of flesh. Getting
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beyond the images of the flesh to the realities of the Spirit. The real
war is between system and Spirit. Human decision – husband’s will;
deals originated in the flesh, intimacy of relationship based on the
blood of the Lamb. Blood relationships are forever. The parable of
the talents explained. How are you doing with the investment of
your life?
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Foreword
(from Jay’s book, Inflation: the Ultimate Graven Image)
Since the Fall, when man was tempted by the serpent, history
has been replete with efforts by individuals and elites to “be as
gods.” And if man is created to serve God, these usurping, sinful,
mortal pretenders have unrelentingly attempted to make the great
bulk of mankind serve them under all sorts of specious
rationalizations.
In an earlier day, monarchs claimed to rule by “Divine Right.”
Khomeini invokes religious sanctions. The descendents of Karl
Marx find mysterious “historic forces” to buttress their efforts to
legitimize tyranny and denial of life, liberty, and property.
It is an ancient and titanic struggle between the Prince of
Darkness and the Prince of Light, between good and evil, between
slavery and freedom.
Ferris understands that our sacred and inalienable rights derive,
as Jefferson noted so eloquently in our Declaration of Independence,
from our Creator. As God authored man, He is the sovereign
authority behind our rights to life, liberty, and property. The
pretenders have come and gone. They have, with sorry consistency,
drenched the pages of history with human blood, misery, and
bondage.
But the truth can set us free. Ferris explores, from a Scriptural
perspective, those forces in society that would undermine our Godgiven rights.
Knowing that economic and political freedoms are indivisible,
he stresses the role of inflation, “the ultimate graven image,” as a
malignant subverter of our rights and freedoms.
Inflation, or debasement of the fruits of our labors, is a subtle
means of enslavement by those who would “be as gods.”
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Ferris wisely observes that freedom requires a stable medium
of exchange, unit of measurement, and store of value. Gold has met
that requirement throughout the span of recorded history. Its value
cannot be diminished by political and economic manipulators.
But all of these questions are secondary to the fundamental
question raised in Ferris’ book: the question of salvation.
Man’s relationship to his fellow man and his relationship to his
mortal institutions are secondary, though related, considerations to
his relationship with God Almighty:
Ferris' book is no secular polemic. It is, rather, an appeal to
readers to respond to God's call. As Ferris says repeatedly, “What's
keeping you?” Ferris has found his peace . . . and wants to share it.
Congressman Philip M. Crane
U.S. House of Representatives
1969 - 2003
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Introduction
Words. . . There is a place beyond words, even beyond
knowledge. A wonderful book was written about that place; it is
called "The Bible." Fortunately or unfortunately it fell into, and was
preserved by, and passed forward through history in some dull
hands, hands that historically were not always capable of hearing,
seeing and understanding. The result was a latent, and then finally an
overt offendedness that brings us to this time, and "paradigm
conflict" in history. So badly mishandled, the Bible is no longer of
interest to a "post Christian world.”
Offended by a Book so badly misrepresented, the culture has
gone elsewhere in its pursuit of or aversion to truth, as the case may
be. An early alternative to the Judeo/Christian was/is Islam, born out
of the same offendedness in its own day. (It's interesting, not to say
"terrifying," to see what happens when love falls into wounded
hands, whether the hands of the offender or the offended.)
Even prior to that reaction to misrepresented love, there was
middle eastern religious thinking with a lingo all its own. It seems
all three have found themselves grid locked in the intersection of our
own day. It's not pretty, and the traffic jam is not easily cleared. It
appears all the traffic in the intersection has been discipled in
offendedness, each with its own special lingo, all of it offended and
offending.
Most of the "new age" traffickers have been offended by
what's been calling itself "church," but they're not the only ones.
There are many who are dropping out of institutional/organized
religion, including the big brand names of Christianity, who have not
yet abandoned Christ. This exodus from "church" is enormous –
trying to escape what is wrong with "church" without forsaking
Christ.
A big problem in the intersection of all these various interest
groups is words. On their best day, words have a difficult time
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communicating what is actually going on between one heart and
mind and another. Once words have become so loaded/offensive,
their task becomes nearly, or perhaps actually, impossible. As I
understand our challenge, it is the need to place the Bible in its
proper place of honor, in the present pursuit of truth.
Going back, way back to a better time; the day before Eve was
taken out of Adam, reducing humanity to two hearts where there had
been only one, we can only imagine how unspeakable that unbroken
intimacy must have been. We pause to consider the cause of our
groaning desire to return once more, and finally, to that place that
surpasses the fallen knowledge of our present wounding.
My very strong impression is that it was in and by The
Creator's removal of the woman that the whole creation became
subject to frustration.1 We are told that the creation was "frustrated
in hope." What is the hope, and what is it that we are hoping for?
There are centuries of wounding in the "baggage section"
between "post Christian," and "new age." All the baggage has the
same tag: "Offended!"
Perhaps if what's left of "Christianity" would just go away, the
gurus of the middle east could negotiate a peaceful settlement
between Islam, and new age, and those three paradigms could march
off into the sunset at peace with each other.
As for me, I don't think so, at least, not before the last Bible
has been burned. The Bible presents a different scenario, one that's
very difficult to dismiss for those who take the time to read it in the
same Spirit with which it was written.
Only after the completion of the main body of this work did it
become clear; the warning this introduction should contain!
This book is not about information!
A number of things drew me to this conclusion: a vast amount
of time in cyberspace, researching multiple thousands of facts and
details on the history of money, along with many patient supporters
who encouraged me to push deeper, brought even more to light. As a
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result I have gone far beyond what I had originally intended in
making my perception clear.
Thus it is that place beyond words, beyond knowledge – where
the author must invite the reader to go.
One chapter removed from the beginning, it is written: ‘This is
now bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called
woman, because she was taken out of man.' Therefore shall a man
leave his father and mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they
shall be one flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his wife,
and were not ashamed." Genesis 2:23-25 One chapter short of the
end, it is written: "And I John saw the holy city, New Jerusalem,
coming down from heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband." Revelation 21:2 Somewhere between the two, we find:
"This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the
church." Ephesians 5:32
Sad to say, what's been calling itself "church" has managed to
keep this "great mystery" well hidden from the eyes, ears, hearts,
and minds of those who are described as ". . . walking in darkness,"
Isaiah 9:2. The truth is that all the rest of the Bible has to do with
this great mystery!
Since my first wrestling with God’s position on money as
revealed in the Bible, there have been many conversations on this
and related subjects. Many of those conversations have been with
those who could be said to have a greater than average spiritual
intelligence.
Again, over the years since first looking at the subject of
money and the Bible, I have experienced and written much about
spiritual intimacy and relationship. I have concluded that even sex is
a parable. I see it as the first parable.2
Should I survive this latest effort on the subject of gold, there
may yet be time to publish one last book, a book about the first
parable, and likely titled, “In Other Words Sex Is a Parable.” By
now the writing of it is nearing completion.
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Where our failure to get the point of these two parables is
concerned, it is difficult to say which failure has caused the greater
problem. In either case, it should be very clear by now to even the
dullest of observers that the disaster, and near disaster, is
monumental. While the institution of central banking has gotten
stronger, the institution of marriage has been all but destroyed.
I will have something more to say about the necessity of
understanding these parables shortly, but for the moment I mention
them both only to make this disclaimer concerning our ability to
understand the second – the parable of money or gold.
Our understanding must finally come down from above. I have
done all my feeble powers of communication can do even with all
the expert help received, and have been brought to a paraphrase:
“Save the Lord brings the understanding, the scholars search in
vain.”3
Having done what I could, I give you this helping hand to
know what to be looking for:
“God is Love.”4 God is not a merchant.
The difference between the two is a matter of the condition and
content of the heart. When God chooses to reveal the truth of His
love to human history is the moment when “Kings will shut their
mouths.”5

One more clue: If it snarls it’s probably not a sheep.

1

Romans 8:20-23
Romans 1:18-27, Ephesians 5:31, 32
3
Psalms 127:1
4
1 John 4:8
5
Isaiah 52:15
2
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Chapter 1
An Overview
“In the beginning
God created the heaven and the earth.”1
In the chaos of today's world there are many events that find
points of reference in the Word of God. This is particularly true of
money. What we call money is basic to the problems of the entire
world. The Bible has much to say about this. A moment’s thought,
and we realize how critically important money is to our problems as
individuals, families, towns, states, nations, and the world.
What’s not so obvious is that God knew this would be a
problem – if not the problem. Thus, it is only reasonable that the
Bible should have something to say about the monetary unit. It has
everything to say about it, and with clarity not easily found in the
hearts and minds of men.
In studying money, I have gone through many stages of
thought. Like the apostle Paul, I “count not myself to have
apprehended” the entirety of the subject. I believe I have glimpsed
its breadth and found its ultimate conclusion.
Journey to the Answer
It is difficult to say, but maybe my journey started with Walt
Disney. I grew up on Scrooge McDuck comics. For those who never
had the pleasure, or perhaps have forgotten, Scrooge McDuck is the
rich uncle of Donald Duck. He gets involved in fantastic
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entrepreneurial ventures. He swims in his money bin, and his fortune
is constantly being threatened by his archenemies, the Beegle Boys.
Or perhaps it began with my exposure to Ayn Rand. That was
in high school with her novel, The Fountainhead. Wherever my
search began, it was firmly established by the time I read her novel
Atlas Shrugged while I was in the Navy. That book contains some
really profound statements on money, the following for one:
“So you think that money is the root of all evil? Money is a
tool of exchange, which can't exist unless there are goods produced
and men able to produce them. Money is the material shape of the
principle that men who wish to deal with one another must deal by
trade and give value for value. Money is not the tool of the
moochers, who claim your product by tears, or of the looters, who
take it from you by force. Money is made possible only by the men
who produce. Is this what you consider evil? . . . Neither an ocean of
tears nor all the guns in the world can transform those pieces of
paper in your wallet into the bread you will need to survive
tomorrow. Those pieces of paper, which should have been gold, are
a token of honor. . . . Or did you say it's the love of money that's the
root of all evil? To love a thing is to know and love its nature. To
love money is to know and love the fact that money is the creation of
the best power within you, and your passkey to trade your effort for
the effort of the best among men.”2
With my interest well established, I concluded my college days
studying economics, especially economic systems. During that
period I came across Capitalism and Freedom by Milton Friedman.
After reading it I was convinced that controlled paper money was the
best system. That notion lasted only through my final year at college.
It ended when I was introduced to Andrew Dixon White's Fiat
Money Inflation in France. A good friend, Leonard Read of the
Foundation for Economic Education, gave me this book. From it I
learned that a system of controlled paper money was highly
improbable – if not impossible – while men are imperfect. Thus
began my “gold bug” stage, which has lasted for the last thirty-plus
years.
6

Overview

In September 1974, I was invited to address a businessmen's
luncheon group on the subject “Inflation, Depression, and Survival.”
The talk was to be given the week after a monetary conference in
Washington, D.C., sponsored by The Committee for Monetary
Research and Education. Because economic conditions were
changing rapidly, I decided to prepare for the luncheon after
attending the conference.
The congregations of three “churches” prayed that I would get
an insight there on which to base the talk. It was more prayer than
had ever been brought to bear on a single event in my life, so far as I
am aware. The conference came; the first workshop began; the first
speaker opened his mouth; and it hit me:

Inflation begins the moment
government calls money something else!
The primary ways that the word “inflation” has been used and
understood are, a rise in prices, and an increase in the money supply.
Of the two, an increase in the money supply is the more helpful
where our present understanding is concerned. Given the present
economic situation, it might be more accurate to use the phrase
“purchasing media” rather than “money,” and say that inflation is an
increase in the purchasing media. The kind of increase we have in
mind here is the increase made possible by substituting images for
substance. It is in this sense that “inflation begins the moment
government calls money or the purchasing media something else.”
What I suddenly understood is that money evolves from the
process of barter. The market settles on a commodity/good that, in
effect, separates out and serves as a medium of exchange,
eliminating the need for what economists call a “double coincidence
of wants.” That is, we don't always find someone who wants what
we have and has what we want. An agreed medium of exchange
eliminates that necessity. For most of the world, the commodities
that served that purpose most efficiently were either gold or silver.
Once the market determined the money of choice, government
7
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would then know the means by which to control the market. Step
one has always been to call the medium of exchange/money
something else. In order to escape the integrity of the substance – the
metal, the gold or silver – the government calls it something else, for
example, “dollars,” putting us on the road to monetary hell.
The market always chooses a good, which is not easily
manipulated. Participants are safer that way. By calling money
something else, government manipulation becomes possible.
Governments cannot control the amount of gold or silver, so they
call money something else, which they can control. Governments
can't manipulate pounds or ounces, but they can manipulate
“dollars” and “cents.” The process starts with a connection between
the substance and the new name. But as soon as a money illusion by
association is created around the new name, the connection is
broken. Once that happens, the inflationary sleigh ride begins in
earnest.
During the conference, I didn't see any Biblical implications of
the revelation, but it was obvious that, if it were true, and if we
wanted to stop inflation, then we shouldn't allow the government to
call money, which is to say, gold or silver, by another name. I could
have come home right then, and the conference would have been
worthwhile, even though I hadn't yet begun to discover what would
become of that insight.
The following week I spoke at the luncheon and was well
received. But even on the way to the talk, many thoughts and
questions began to force themselves to my attention. I thought: “In
calling money something else, man puts a mark on it. In Christ's
time, the mark was Caesar's head.”
I thought about the passage in Matthew 22 where Christ was
asked if it was lawful to pay tribute. Christ looked at a coin with
Caesar's head on it and said, "Render unto Caesar the things that are
Caesar's and unto God the things that are God's.”3
I asked myself:
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What would Christ have said
if Caesar’s image had not been on the money?
I had just finished reading through the Bible for the first time
and decided that I would immediately have to go back and take a
new look at Scripture in the light of this insight. I didn't have to go
very far before discovering that the first thing God singled out as
“good” after creation was gold.4 For a Christian gold bug, this could
hardly have been better news.
However, as I was meditating on the “good gold” at the
beginning of the Bible, a close friend reminded me of the “bad
beast” at the end The Book of Revelation5. About a year previously I
had read The Day the Dollar Dies by Willard Cantelon. This book
brought home to me the reality of the “mark of the beast.”6 This is
the mark with the numerical identification “666”. Among other
things, those who refuse this mark are not allowed to “buy and sell.”7
That did it. The evolution of money, or, as my old friend
Leonard Read would have said, the “devolution” or degeneration of
money throughout history begins with gold and ends with fiat
money, money that is money by law, not by choice. All fiat money
has this in common: it all has man's mark on it, a mark which, a
careful examination of Scripture makes very clear, is a “graven
image.”8
The history of money isn't over. What looks to be a brief
period remains. The international money of the Western world was
gold.9 The money toward which the international financial
community is driving us is an international credit system, a universal
credit system, where, in place of gold, we will have “special drawing
rights,” “computer transactions,” “a number system,” “no more
paper work.” We haven't gotten there yet, but it is clearly the
direction the “powers that be” are taking us.
If what I had learned so far was true, if the history of money
began with gold and would end with the “mark of the beast” without
which no man might buy or sell, then it seemed reasonable to me
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that the history of money should be found in the Bible somewhere
between Genesis and Revelation. On that assumption I made a
seven-year study of the Bible and discovered that not only is the
history of money there, it is there in living color and amazing detail.
Beyond that, the events of today’s world in the area of monetary
affairs provide us with a most graphic confirmation of the truth of
the Bible.
There is a war going on for control of the world.10 One way or
another, all of us are involved. According to Scripture, the long-term
outcome has already been determined, but the short-term outcome
has not, though it has very real bread-and-butter consequences for
each of us every day. This war cannot be ignored or avoided; it
affects all of us worldwide. The battleground is economic. It is over
the control of individuals. It has to do with how we relate to each
other.
It is at the point of relating or relationship that money or, more
precisely, a medium of exchange, comes about. The medium of
exchange is the way that we relate to one another for the fulfillment
of our needs and desires. If the “kings of this earth” can control our
medium of exchange, then they can control us. This is what inflation
is all about.
Inflation is nothing more than the monetary manifestation of a
grab for power, to run lives and/or dispose of them. The Bible has
another way of describing inflation. Inflation is “corruptible riches"
in the process of corruption.
It is by our medium of exchange that we relate to each other.
Perhaps a better way of saying this is that “medium of exchange” is
a medium of interaction or means of relating. As our ability to
exchange is corrupted, we become controlled. We are controlled at
the core of our being by the things we value: "For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also."11
The final outcome of this fight has never been in doubt. It was
determined from the foundation of the world. But this knowledge
does not alter our responsibility to be a part of the battle. If those
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who have understanding don't get involved, the battle is lost. Even
though this loss will only hold for the short run, the Biblical short
run can be a long time. It may be long enough to include another
Dark Age.
Since this battle for control has as its focal point man’s
medium of exchange, a matter of primary concern is the direction of
the present monetary struggle. (At the time of this writing the battle
seems to be focusing on the euro and the dollar.)
Those intent on the control of others want the control of money
in the hands of the kings of this earth. Control advocates assume the
kings of this earth will do things the way they think things ought to
be done. It doesn't matter whether it be the control of a king or
control by majority, just as long as the way they think is imposed on
others. Aligned in disarray and weakness against the controllers are
others who believe that the control of money is too dangerous a
power to be put into the hands of any man or group of men. This
group advocates the free market choice of money, which is gold and
silver, as the foundation of financial affairs.
The Bible expresses this conflict as the difference between
trusting in the work of man’s hands and trusting in the provision of
God. Every alternative to gold or silver, presently or prospectively
advocated, involves a medium of exchange controlled by man,
which means man controlled by man. If other men control the fruits
of one’s labor, one is, to that degree, a slave.
To those who are already in the fight, I wish to extend my most
heartfelt thanks for your efforts on behalf of human liberty
everywhere, and on my behalf in particular. My heart goes out to and
with you. "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty"12 has a
corollary: “where the Spirit of the Lord is not, there is tyranny.” The
names change, but the slavery goes on.
This fight must be fought today, not postponed until some
indefinite future.
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What Is Keeping You?
My understanding is that the Bible is the inspired Word of
God13; that every word in the original was put there for a reason; that
we cannot pick and choose between what seems reasonable to us and
what does not; that the Bible must be studied as a whole; and that,
while God used men whose individual styles are apparent, the
content of their writing accurately reflects God’s message to us.
This is a new day. That gives us the benefit of hindsight, and
resulting insight that no one has ever had before. History itself
clarifies the meaning of passages which, when written, were yet to
be fulfilled. So much is happening and has already happened in the
area of monetary affairs that much in the Bible, which up to now has
been difficult, if not impossible to understand, is fast becoming
clear. Time has been our teacher.
This book is not meant to be an exposition of the obvious
message of the Bible, although it may be such in certain parts. Nor is
there any thought to contradict or repudiate the obvious meaning.
Rather, this book aims to explore the Bible's treatment of the subject
of money.
In order to avoid both the temptation and the appearance of
manipulation of the meaning of the Scripture, I have chosen with
very few exceptions, noted where they occur, to use only the King
James Version of The Bible. While it is old, and in many respects
archaic, there has grown up around it a great volume of study helps,
including Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, together With
dictionaries of the Hebrew and Greek words. I have come to think of
“Strong’s” as my first line of defense against scholars, especially
those who may have a not -so -hidden religious agenda. In addition,
The King James translation, what ever its shortcomings, is less likely
to contain hidden agenda where the subject of money is concerned.
One of the problems with The King James Version14 in this day
of sensitivity to “political correctness” is that it uses the masculine to
indicate humanity gender neutral. The impression that often results is
that women are not people or somehow, second class citizens. The
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popularity of the book, The DaVinci Code is a good contemporary
example of popular reaction to this problem. That said, and being
also sensitive to this difficulty, I ask that the reader be patient and
understanding as I also use the masculine to indicate “people”
gender neutral, in order to keep this narrative consistent with its
King James points of reference. In short, I believe that women are
people, and I too would like to know what became of Mary
Magdalene, but I have stayed with the King James gender usage in
order to maintain focus on the core subject of money.
This book is a study guide about money in the Bible. The
major question is: What is keeping you? The greater significance of
that question will become apparent later. Perhaps it’s enough to say
for the present that the question is meant to provoke thinking in two
areas: “What's keeping us?” in terms of the provisions necessary for
life, and “What's keeping us?” in the sense that it’s past time to do
something about it.
In response to that question, the Bible provides alternative
answers. In the broadest sense, it explains the “keeping” of God and
the “keeping” of this world. The keeping of God includes all of His
promises through and including The New Testament writings.15 The
keeping of this world includes the different idols that men look to for
their happiness and security. For the purposes of this study, graven
images and money will get close examination.
Going for the Jugular
We have already mentioned the central and ongoing battle of
the ages that the Bible reveals to us. Before we begin studying this
battle, we should have an overview to gain perspective. With that in
mind, here is a brief overview of several aspects of this battle.
The Bible gives the impression that this battle is primarily
economic. It uses the language of the economist as it describes the
action.
“Economics must not be relegated to classrooms and statistical
offices and must not be 1eft to esoteric circles. It is the philosophy of
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human life and action, and concerns everybody and everything. It is
the pith of civilization and of man’s human existence.”16
If we understand economics in its broadest sense then, it is the
business of economics to understand the selection, production, and
distribution of values. The Bible provides that understanding.
Our basic choice is life or death. To enjoy life we must be
“saved” from death. To be “saved” is to be saved from, not saved to.
It is in this sense that the Bible talks about “salvation.” Of all the
things that stand between each of us and our ultimate salvation, it is
riches that make things most difficult.
This should become very clear by the time we reach the end of
our study. For now, perhaps it is enough to say that there is another
kind of liquidity,17 its source is in heaven. Unforgiveness, or keeping
track of debt, bounces checks written on that liquidity. In effect,
unforgiveness is evidence of heavenly bankruptcy. Unforgiveness is
evidence of indebtedness. This is the clear meaning of several
Biblical teachings. Look particularly at the verses from Luke and
Matthew in the text box.
And again I say unto you, it is

Mercy is God’s remedy for easier for a camel to go through
indebtedness. It zeros out our the eye of a needle, than for a rich
account. “Mercy” is when we man to enter into the kingdom of
don't get something bad that we God. Matthew 19:24
have earned. Grace is when we
They spend their days in
get something good that we
wealth, and in a moment go down
didn't earn. In either case, to the grave. Therefore they say
earnings are precluded. Earnings unto God, Depart from us; for we
are the medium of exchange of desire not the knowledge of thy
the marketplace, the oil of ways. What is the Almighty, that
worldly economics. However, we should serve him? and what
God has a very different profit should we have, if we pray
economy, where love is the unto him? Job 21:13-15
medium of exchange. Not the old kind of love, the kind that was
only good for friends, but a new kind, a kind that was first
demonstrated on the cross. The kind of love that is good for friends
is the “earned” kind. The kind of love that Jesus has for us is the
14
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“unearned” kind. That kind of love “shuts the mouths of kings.”18
That kind is able to love those who are bad and change them, if they
can believe it.
In short, God's kind of love is
redemptive, not reactive. God's
mercy zeros out our account on the
liability side, and the grace of God
deposits the liquidity of heaven on
the asset side. This is our greatest
liquid asset.
In summary, the Bible
shows us three “systems:”19 one
that leads to death; one that men
couldn't (or wouldn't) live with;
and one that leads to life. These
three “systems” are injustice,
justice, and grace. Expressed
another way, they are unmerited
penalty, the merit system, and
unmerited favor.

Wherefore I say unto thee, ‘Her
sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to
whom little is forgiven, the same
loveth little. Luke 7:47

Then his lord, after that he had
called him, said unto him, ‘O thou
wicked servant, I forgave thee all
that debt, because thou desiredst
me: Shouldest not thou also have
had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on
thee?’And his lord was wroth, and
delivered him to the tormentors,
till he should pay all that was due
unto him. So likewise shall my
heavenly Father do also unto you,
if ye from your hearts forgive not
every one his brother their trespasses. Matthew 18:32-35

In addition, the Bible
attaches each of these “systems” to a people. The people of injustice
are the Gentiles; the people of justice are the Jews; and the people of
grace are the Christians. Initially, remember, Jews and Gentiles
included everyone. Christians were formerly either Jews or
Gentiles.20
Each of these “systems” and peoples has a medium of
exchange. Injustice is Satan's system, the worldly system. Its
medium of exchange is the graven image, fiat money, which is
money by force, not by substance.
Justice is the system of God. It is either God’s justice or it isn't
justice. Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that
build it.21 This to say that judicial systems built without reference to
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God are “vain.” The medium of exchange of justice is gold and
silver. The Bible makes clear that, of the two, gold is more stable.22
But man wouldn't live by this system. Instead, he combined
the gold of God's justice with the graven image of Satan’s injustice.
Thus inflation was released, and
And he causeth all, both small
gold was corrupted. That began a
and great, rich and poor, free and
monetary corruption that conbond, to receive a mark in their
tinues to this day. Gold has
right hand, or in their foreheads:
substance. A graven image has
And that no man might buy or sell,
none. It is by the elimination of
save he that had the mark, or the
name of the beast, or the number
anything of substance and “doing
of his name. Here is wisdom. Let
a number on you” that inflation
him that hath understanding count
achieves its ultimate purpose: our
the number of the beast: for it is
enslavement.
the number of a man; and his
number is Six hundred threescore
and six. Revelation 13:16-18

Anticipating the unwillingness, even the inability of men to
keep God’s justice, God provided
the third and final “system,” grace. The Bible tells us “grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ.”23 The medium of exchange of this
“system” is the love of Christ, our “incorruptible riches”:
...ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by
tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood
of Christ.24
Whether or not men ever had any other options for their longterm keeping, they haven't any longer.
For the present it may help us grasp this idea if we consider the
love of parents for their children and the way it replaces the
children’s need for money. The parents' love is sensitive to the
desires and especially the needs of the children. It impels them to
meet those needs and proper desires as well. The love of the father is
all the medium of exchange a child ever needs.25 This is also true for
the Bride of Christ. The love of Christ is all the medium of exchange
the Bride will ever need; for He is sensitive, faithful, and true.
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Each of these mediums of exchange has a mindset, a way of
thinking or paradigm, which goes along with it. The graven image
mindset is that of getting. One uses the medium of exchange in order
to get. Needs are met by getting. In its ultimate form – the “mark of
the beast” – giving is all but unthinkable.
The mind set of gold, or justice, is an honest trade mindset.
“You don't cheat me; I won't cheat you.” It has the advantage of
desiring no more than what’s yours, as opposed to wanting
something for nothing, inherent in the graven image system.
The mindset of grace is that of Christ. It is a giving attitude. It
is an other-centeredness as distinct from self-centeredness. The
medium of exchange, which is the love of Christ, meets needs by
giving – giving without keeping track of or thought of return.
Whatever options may be open to Christians prior to the end of the
millennium, beyond lies only love. Because the love of Christ is the
ultimate value, even the ultimate money, the love of money, worldly
money, is a denial of Christ, a rejection of God and His provision;
hence, “the love of money is the root of all evil.”26
Whatever question there may be from a Christian point of
view, whether gold is money or love is money, the graven image is
not an option, neither under law nor under Grace.
When we abandon gold as the medium of exchange and
through the coercion of legal tender laws substitute something else,
the question becomes not what, but who. Where money is
concerned, gold is the ultimate “what.” Graven images get their
value by force – the force of the state, the force of Satan acting
through his agents, the kings of this earth.27 Greed lies at the root of
that force. The love of Christ has value because it is the love of
Christ. When we abandon gold, we must choose either Christ or
Satan, love or rape, giving or getting, life or death.
In summary, from a Biblical perspective, “fiat money,” “legal
tender money” has to do with “graven images.” Gold has to do with
Christ, and Christ has to do with Love. The Love of God is the only
eternal store of value.
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A word concerning identity theft
There are a number of facets to the monetary implications of
the Bible, among them nakedness. Nakedness is woven as a
28
continuous theme from beginning to end. This theme begins in the
Garden of Eden before the fall of man with the beauty of nakedness
and continues through the shame of nakedness after the fall. This is
brought out in various ways, times, and places throughout the Old
Testament and leads to the righteousness of Christ, given as a
covering for our nakedness. This contrasts to the ultimate shame of
the nakedness inherent in the “mark of the beast.”29 There, in an
economic sense, man is stripped naked before the central authority
of this world, to which his every economic transaction is revealed.
God had another and better identity in mind for us.
Even now we are being stripped naked in the same sense, if not
yet to this ultimate degree, as the nation's central authorities reduce
us to a computer entry and the Internal Revenue Service gains
greater access to our financial dealings, particularly where banks and
banking transactions are concerned. To the degree that we rely on
the provision of the central authorities, those authorities have a hook
in us and strip us naked. This has always been so.
In sum, this book is written on behalf of those who seek an
honest monetary system; one that violates neither person nor
property.
1

Genesis 1:1 - To accept this truth is to accept accountability in creation.
Atlas Shrugged, by Ayn Rand, Random House, New York, NY, 1957, Part 2,
Chapter 2, page 410
3
Matthew 22:18-21
4
Genesis 2:12
5
Revelation 13:18
6
Revelation 13:16-18
7
Revelation 13:17
8
Deuteronomy 4:16
9
See: Gold Wars The Battle Against Sound Money as Seen From a Swiss
Perspective, by Ferdinand Lips, Foundation for the Advancement of Monetary
Education, New York, NY, 2001, page 1
10
Psalms 2:1-6
2

18

Overview

11

Matthew 6:21
2 Corinthians 3:17
13
2 Timothy 3:16
14
The same could be said of "The Holy Bible Douay-Rheims," one of the older
(1899) Catholic translations based on the Latin Vulgate from the Septuagint, the
Greek translation from the original Hebrew. The Septuagint version was in
existence in the time of Christ and is the version most often quoted by Christ, and
the Apostles.
15
It was my messianic friend, Bill Thurman, who pointed out to me that strictly
speaking there is no written “New Testament.” The New Testament is of the Spirit
and not the letter, 2 Corinthians 3:6.
16
Ludwig Von Mises, Human Action
17
John 4:13,14, 7:37-40 – I understand this to be the “liquidity” of heaven.
18
Isaiah 52:15
19
“System” is in quotes, because the truth is that grace is not a system. Both
justice, and injustice are letter bound. Grace is the provision of The Spirt, and the
Spirit is not bound.
20
Galatians 3:28
21
Psalms 127:1
22
1 Kings 10:21
23
John 1:17
24
1 Peter 1:18, 19
25
Matthew 7:11
26
I Timothy 6:10
27
Psalms 2:2, 3, Revelation 16:14, 17:2, 18 18:3, 9, 19:19
28
See the Bible Index for the subject of nakedness in the context of our choice
between the love of God and idolatry.
29
Revelation 13:18
12
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Chapter 2
Beginnings
“And the gold of that land is good.”1
The mess that we find the world in these days raises a number
of significant questions: Why are we in so much trouble if God
exists, is good, is all-powerful, is all-knowing, is still in control, still
cares? What are we doing here, and where are we going?
Most, if not all, of the answers are found in the reason why
God created us: A Creator creates because He cares. God wanted
fellowship, “koinonia” in the Greek. He wanted a love relationship,
“ahab” in the Hebrew. The scope of this love encompasses every
other love. This is not some arms-length, white-glove, sterile
relationship, but a full, deep, powerful, and compelling love,
exceeding anything we might hope for in our relationship with
others.
Before getting into the monetary and financial details, we need
to get a better perspective on what it’s all about. It’s all about what’s
desired and needed. Supply-side economics isn’t of much value if
we have lost sight of what it is that needs to be supplied, what it is
that is of real value. Look with me for a moment at what it is we
need, and what makes for the best distribution for the meeting of that
need.
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God’s Love Patent
Since the first publication of this book, Inflation: The Ultimate
Graven Image in 1982, I have gained some greater understanding of
God’s love. By 1987, after walking with The Lord for about fifteen
years, I was still struggling in many areas. One of them was my own
expectations. I had come to see my expectations as my greatest
enemy. Whenever they weren't lived up to, I became part of the
problem.
A moment of great truth came in 1987 in a patent office in
what was then West Germany. It was on the eve of a visit to the
Soviet Union. In the back of my mind I was struggling – even
groaning – with a deep personal problem. The patent meeting was all
in German. My German being too inadequate for my participation, I
found myself with a verse of Scripture repeating itself over and over
just below the level of my consciousness. The verse was "Perfect
love casts out fear."2 When I became conscious of the verse, in my
internal conversation I expressed my awareness as, "That's
interesting: love casts out fear." As soon as I said that, I felt a rebuke
in my spirit:

“No, love creates fear.
Perfect love casts out fear.”
The Lord then opened the Gospel to me in a new way – not a
different Gospel, but a much more powerful understanding of the
one that already saved, and kept on saving me. It was as though
heaven opened and revelation poured out. I asked the one sitting
next to me if I could borrow a pen. I started writing as fast as
possible, not to lose any of what was being revealed. By the end of
the session I felt that the Lord said I was not to share anything in a
new setting without first sharing this new understanding of His love.
It is His love, which we must know first of all.
Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid
down his life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives
for the brethren.3
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Among Christians what we know, divides us; who we know,
unites us. What I had found over the course of the fifteen years prior
to that evening was that Christians tended to take their revelation,
insight, or knowledge as an occasion not to get along with other
Christians. More recently, it struck me in this connection that what
we need is the gift of stupid. Whenever something new was shared,
as likely as not, it would result in the further division of the Body of
Christ. It came to a place where I was afraid to share anything any
more. Too often what was shared would only alienate the hearers
from others who had not heard or seen it the same way. We as
Christians tend to be friends with those who see it our way. We tend
to distance ourselves from those who do not.
For this reason I would like to share with you – in some
sense, I must share with you – what I have come to think of as God’s
love patent. If I were to say to you today, “Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends,”4 it would no
longer be true. It was true when Jesus said it, because He had not yet
died. When He said it, He was making what is known in patent law
as a “state of the art” statement. In order to get a patent on a new
idea, device, or process, it is necessary to describe the “state of the
art.” The state of the art is the best practice to date. It is then
necessary to go on to describe the invention, the thing that is new or
not previously known or practiced.
In Romans 5 we find Paul’s elaboration on what Jesus said
was "the state of the art:"
For when we were yet without strength, in due time
Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous
man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some
would even dare to die. [The state of the art] But God
commendeth5 his love toward us, in that while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.6
While we were bad, while we were in fact “His enemies,”7
Christ died for us. God loved us so much that Christ died for us on
our worst day, some of which I experience even after my
introduction to Yeshua/Jesus Christ as the Messiah, and my Savior.8
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This is to say, a Gospel that is only good for friends will not
reach you when you are feeling like an enemy. It is at that moment,
however, when we are the objects of God's unique love. This is the
love we know by the death of Jesus Christ. This is God's love patent.
There is no license, not even any possibility, to practice this love
outside of Jesus Christ. This is a love that is not a response to the
value of its object, but a love that is rooted in the heart of God. It is a
redemptive love. It is capable of loving those who are bad and
making them good if they can believe it.9
As The Lord continued to open my understanding there in the
patent office, I asked, “Lord, how is it possible that you could love
me that much on my worst day?” The answer came:
“The day I said I love you, I nailed my expectations to
the tree.”
The Lord went on to say that, if I was going to love the way He
loves, I would have to nail my expectations to the tree.
This for me has become the most important understanding of
"taking up my cross daily... "10 Now I understand that, because of
God's love, I don't have to be alienated by those with whom I
disagree; rather, His love empowers me to be lovingly redemptive
toward them.
Once again, a love that is good for friends is a love that is a
response to the value of its object. A love that is good for enemies is
a love that is a response to the value of God. It can only be found in
God. Without God's kind of love, the body of Christ or family of
God is bankrupt. Our problem is that we don't want a medium of
exchange that enriches others, we want one that makes ourselves
rich. It’s not about fixing others; it’s about becoming His kind of
lovers. We are lovers in training! The problem is that the love of
God can and will get you killed.
Some Facts of Life
In 2005, I was in the Shoreline of Connecticut11 for a twoweek stay. One day, a little four-year-old neighbor boy went out of
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his yard pulling a little red wagon, the kind I had when I was a child.
As I watched, I saw a full-sized cross standing in the wagon he
pulled behind him. Jesus was on the cross. I sensed the Lord saying
to me, “You are that little boy. Don’t go out to play in the
neighborhood without taking me with you.” A person can get hurt
playing in the neighborhood, and it is important that when we get
hurt, we are redemptive, rather than reactive. Otherwise our wounds
quickly become the wounds of others. I believe that Paul was talking
about this problem when he wrote to the Corinthians, “For I
determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and
him crucified.”12
Returning now to what I wrote in the first publication of this
book, and viewing the creation of man in this greater light, what do
we see? The fellowship God wants is made meaningful by three
facts of life, facts we see around us in the very “mess” we tend to
lament.
First of all, God made man in His own image. A necessary
aspect of that image is will, free will. God is the moral primary,
source or core of the universe. He bears ultimate responsibility for
everything. God is the ultimate will, and in creating us in His image.
He has shared that will with us. He gave us freedom of choice,
making us morally responsible, and thus morally relevant. This did
not have to be true except that His greatness and the purpose for
which we were created demanded it.
Suppose I stuck a gun in your ribs and told you to be friendly
and tell me that you love me. Having no choice, you would probably
do as I ordered. If I got all excited and thrilled over the “confession”
of your love under those circumstances, you would correctly assume
that I was a little crazy. After all, why should I find your statement
meaningful when you didn't have any choice?
Only by giving us that choice could God create a man whose
fellowship could be worth anything. When we lament over the mess
that man has made of the world, we are simply acknowledging the
greatness of God and the fact that He is not at all crazy. Only in
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loving Him by choice can He be truly glorified. A universe of
wind-up toys might be acceptable to us, but not to God.
Every man at his best state is
altogether vanity. Psalms 39:5
God said unto them . . . have
dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and
over every living thing that
moveth upon the earth... I have
given you every herb bearing
seed, which is upon the face of all
the earth, and every tree, in the
which is the fruit of a tree yielding
seed; to you it shall be for meat.
Genesis 1:28-29

The second fact of life is
that, given our will (our freedom
of choice), our love for Him is
made even more meaningful when
we have very real options, when
He has competition for our
affection. Being created in God's
image, it is to be expected that we
would have aspirations to be gods.
Being God-like is pretty heady
stuff for mere men. God's
competition at the outset is our
tendency to want to do our own
thing, be our own god, if you will.

God gave man dominion over every living thing with two
exceptions, other men and a certain tree. “But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”13 Adam didn't even
have dominion over his wife until after the Fall, at which time she
became subject to him as a result of her punishment: “Thy desire
shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.”14
Of course, having aspiration to be gods, they wanted the whole
“banana stand”; and why not: on the sixth day “God saw everything
that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.”15 Yes, there is
much in the world, including sin itself that competes with God for
our love. The fact of this very real competition makes our turning to
God even more meaningful. Our faithful fellowship glorifies Him
more in the presence of the world's competing suitors.
The third fact of life is that faithfulness to God involves
persecution in this world:
Beloved; think it not strange concerning the fiery trial
which is to try you, as though some strange thing
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happened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are
partakers of Christ's sufferings; that when his glory shall
be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.16
Those who love the Lord are a reproach to those who reject
Him. Thus, those who love God are in trouble at the hands of their
fellowmen. Abel had a right relationship with God, but Cain was in
rebellion.
Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass,
when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against
Abel his brother, and slew him.17
God is magnified, is glorified, because we choose to love Him
in the face of real alternatives and persecution. By these three,
choice, real alternatives, and persecution, is our fellowship with God
made meaningful, and in these is He glorified.
Understanding this, we begin to appreciate that the “mess” in
which we find the world is just what it has to be, given God’s plan
and His greatness. Against this background, let’s look at God’s plan,
realizing that He hasn't finished with it yet, and hoping that we can
discover not only what lies ahead, but also what’s keeping us.
Genesis 1 and 2 record that on the first day “God saw the light,
that it was good.” On the third day God brought forth fruit, “and
God saw that it was good.” On the fourth day God divided the night
from the day, “and God saw that it was good.” On the fifth day God
created the creatures of the sea and the air above, “and God saw that
it was good.” On the sixth day God created the animal kingdom,
“and God saw that it was good.” Also on that day God created man
and woman in His image, “and God blessed them.” And, finally,
God saw everything that He had made, “and, behold, it was very
good.” On the seventh day, of course, “He rested.”
Those were all things that God saw as “good” during creation.
Notice that man, while blessed, was not singled out and seen as
good. In the light of our background above, it is clear why God
could call every living thing in His creation good except man. Every
other living thing had to be good; God didn't give it any choice.
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Man, on the other hand, in God's image, having will, could choose to
be bad; therefore, he is not singled out as good or bad, but rather as
“blessed.”
The LORD God took the man, and put him into the
Garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And the LORD
God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the
garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it.18
Adam had it made. There he was, in a lush garden; all he had
to do was “dress and keep it.” God had already planted it, as
Genesis tells us, “eastward in Eden."19 Adam could eat from the
garden at his pleasure, with only one exception – a small enough
price to pay, one would think.
And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man
should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him ...
And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon
Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and
closed up the flesh instead thereof; and the rib, which the
LORD God had taken from the man, made he a woman,
and brought her unto the man.20
As though God hadn't already done enough for the man, He
now did for Adam what He had just done for Himself: namely, He
created a "help meet" for him. Right from the beginning we find God
true to the golden rule, “Do unto others.” Eve was a suitable helper
with whom Adam could have a full and perfect relationship, for
“they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed
... And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful and
multiply.”21
God created man and woman and gave them naked to each
other. He could have given them to each other clothed as He was
soon to do,22 but He didn't. Their nakedness was to be a vital and
beautiful part of their relationship, about which they could rejoice
and not be ashamed. God gave nakedness to be a token of love, not
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only between a man and a woman, but more importantly, between
man and God.
Their nakedness was beautiful, not because their relationship
with each other was ordained of God, but because together they had
a right relationship with God. Their relationship after the Fall was
still ordained of God, but now they were naked and ashamed. The
beauty of nakedness between a man and a woman is not so much
dependent on their relationship with each other as on their
relationship with God.
Her conversation with the serpent was their first encounter
with an authority or one posturing as an authority, other than God. In
effect this was their first encounter with an authority of this world.
Having chosen to be naked before the authority of this world rather
than God, they became self-conscious. The first consequence of the
Fall then was shameful nakedness.
God knows the depths of every kind of love, and He placed
Adam and Eve in an environment where they, too, could experience
this. But, the flesh knows yet another kind of love, the love of
preeminence;23 and for this fleshly love they threw the pure love
away. They gave up everything for the desire to be gods:
The serpent said unto the woman… in the day ye eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be
as gods, knowing good and evil.24
The perfection of God’s love is that,
happen, God had already provided for it, and
way that would not only ultimately reconcile
would bring greater freedom into the world
remarkable feat.

knowing this would
He had done so in a
man to Himself, but
at the same time, a

Gold Is Good
There are at least three ways we can be sure that God knew
that man would fall. First, God is omniscient; He knows all things.
"Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the
world."25
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Secondly, He had just
finished with a previous case,
Lucifer, who, due to the same
problem, had also fallen.
The serpent had obviously
gone down the same pipe, for he
knew the very thing with which
to tempt the woman. He himself
had fallen for the same reason, in
spite of his own perfection:
"Thou wast perfect in thy ways
from the day that thou wast
created, till iniquity was found in
thee."26 Satan knew that man
was bound to fall, and if the
serpent knew it, surely God, his
Creator, knew it.
Thirdly – and here is the
beginning of our examination of
money – God provided for man's
fall even before he fell:

How art thou fallen from
heaven, O Lucifer, son of the
morning: how art thou cut down
to the ground, which didst weaken
the nations! Isaiah 14:12
Thine heart is lifted up, and
thou hast said, I am a God, I sit in
the seat of God, in the midst of the
seas; yet thou art a man, and not
God, though thou set thine heart
as the heart of God: Behold, thou
art wiser than Daniel; there, is no
secret that they can hide from thee
… Thou sealest up the sum, full of
wisdom, and perfect in beauty.
Thou hast been in Eden the
garden of God … Thou art the
anointed cherub. Ezekiel 28:2-3,
12-14
For
Satan
himself
is
transformed into an angel of light.
2 Corinthians 11:14
That old serpent, which is
Satan ... And the serpent said unto
the woman, Ye shall not surely
die: For God doth know that in
the day ye eat thereof, then your
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be
as gods, knowing good and evil.
Revelation 20:2, Genesis 3:4-5

And a river went out of
Eden to water the garden; from
thence it was parted, and became
into four heads. The name of the
first is Pison: that is it which
compasseth the whole land of
Havilah, where there is gold; And the gold of that land is good: and
there is bdellium and onyx stone.55
God had put man in the garden where he would not know
scarcity, which means there were no economic goods. An economic
“good” is one that commands a price. With no goods that command
a price, there is no need for money. Yet, God called gold good even
before man became bad. In fact it is the first thing that God called
good after the Creation.
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Why did God call gold good if Adam had no need for it in the
garden?
The eyes of them both were
opened, and they knew that they
were naked and I [Adam] was
afraid. Genesis 3:7, 10
In the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die.
Genesis 2:17
Cursed is the ground for thy
sake; in sorrow shall thou eat of it
all the days of thy life; Thorns
also and thistles shall it bring
forth to thee; and thou shalt eat
the herb of the field; In the sweat
of thy face shalt thou eat bread,
till thou return unto the ground;
for out of it wast thou taken: for
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return … The LORD God
sent him forth from the garden of
Eden, to till the ground from
whence he was taken ... and he
placed at the east of the garden of
Eden :.. a flaming sword ... to
guard the way. Genesis 3:17-19,
23-24 (Schofield Version)

If God hadn't mentioned
bdellium and onyx stone in
conjunction with gold, we might
have inferred that there was
something special about Havilah.
Or, we might have inferred that
God was calling all minerals good
as represented by gold, but that is
not the case. The gold is singled
out from among other minerals
and called good. While one might
speculate that it is only the gold of
the land of Havilah that is good,27
gold does not seem to derive
goodness from its presence in
Havilah since that presence hasn't
affected the bdellium and onyx
stone.

I believe that it is called
good for the same reason that God
placed it outside the garden. No
one seems to know where Havilah
is, or was, but we do know from
Genesis 2:10 that it is not in Eden. The only way that the gold of that
land could have any relevance to man would be if he found himself
outside of the garden. There was only one way for man to get there:
by disobedience.
Just what were the consequences of man's disobedience? Man
was kicked out of the garden into the economics of scarcity.
Economic goods were born, and with them the need for money.
Notice also that they were kicked out toward the east, in the
direction of Havilah were the good gold is. God had provided even
before man knew the need.
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From a monetary standpoint,
what makes gold so good?
To answer this we must first know what money is. Most of us
know that money is a medium of exchange, a unit of account, a store
of value, and even a medium used for future payments; but what is it
in the abstract? Those are its functions, but why is it needed? We
have already discussed one situation where there is no need for
money, the garden where there was no scarcity. Man’s sin placed
that beyond our grasp, so, we might say that we need money because
of the sin of man.
An important reason why we need money then is because we
have broken our fellowship with God. In the absence of our ability
to restore that fellowship, we find ourselves in an environment of
scarcity. Given scarcity, why do we need money?
Let’s look at a hypothetical situation. Picture for a moment a
society, perfect in at least two respects: integrity and knowledge. In
such a society there would be no need for money. Perfect integrity
would guarantee our obligations, and perfect knowledge would keep
track of and quantify them even for the purpose of later exchange
with others. This concept, defensible in theory if not in practice,
indicates that our need for money arises in the absence of knowledge
and integrity. That is to say, we need money because of the
imperfection of man.
It is due to this imperfection that we are unable to leave the
market without paying the merchant. Recognizing this, money and
each and every monetary transaction becomes a reminder of our
imperfection. This understanding of why money is needed is crucial
if we are to understand the problem, and real meaning of “inflation.”
In popular usage, “inflation” has come to mean rising prices, but this
is a deception designed more to mislead than to address or solve the
real problem. The problem that the word “inflation” is used to
identify is the depreciation of money. As we move through this
exploration together, when we use the phrase, “the depreciation of
money,” we are speaking about the root cause of the subject
identified in the public dialogue as “inflation.”
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Even outside of the subject of money there is need to be
reminded of the imperfection of man because, more than any other
single idea, the belief in the perfectibility of man lies at the base of
the sins that men commit against one another.
The idea that man is capable of becoming God, however it’s
disguised, is always and everywhere the justification for the use of
force in our lives. In essence, it is the belief that my idea is so good
that it justifies the use of force to bring it to bear on the lives of my
neighbors. The better the idea, the more is force justified. If the idea
is “really good” and widely accepted – this includes ideas such as
manifest destiny, the master race, the classless society, and yes, even
our conception of God, the force and the resulting carnage become
almost limitless.28
It is one thing to use force to defend ourselves against the
imperfections of others. It is something else altogether to use force
to impose our idea of perfection. In Revelation, Chapter 13, we see
the ultimate manifestation of the “man is God” philosophy. We see
its monetary consequence, the cashless society, for many, a good
idea. In the Book of Revelation we see that it is forced on people;
they can't buy or sell without it. We also see the resulting carnage
against those who will not accept it: they are beheaded.29
If, on the other hand, we acknowledge that man is imperfect,
that “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God,”30 and that
“there is none that doeth good, no, not one,”31 then we can see that,
to the degree that money is the stand-in for the integrity of man, any
money whose integrity depends on man or his institutions is
ultimately worthless.
To put it another way, if we need money because man
misbehaves, then money whose value depends on man’s behavior is
ridiculous on the face of it. This is why gold had to be good. Gold
had to be good because man is not.
Why Gold?
In economic terms, anything can serve as a medium of
exchange if its value is agreed upon by all parties in the interaction.
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Why, then, has gold “risen to the top,” so to speak? Simply put, gold
is uniquely suited to be a stand-in for the integrity of man, while at
the same time meeting the other
And king David said to Ornan,
four requirements of money: 1)
It must serve as a medium
of exchange; 2) it must provide a
unit of account; 3) it must
provide a store of value; and 4) it
must serve as a medium of
deferred payment.

Nay; but I will verily buy it for the
full price: for I will not take that
which is thine for the LORD nor
offer burnt offerings without cost. So
David gave to Ornan for the place
six hundred shekels of gold by
weight. 1 Chronicles 21:24-25

Medium of Exchange – Of all the things that might meet the
other requirements of money, gold is the most convenient as a
medium of exchange. A medium of exchange is a way of getting
goods or services from where they are to where they are needed or
desired, without incurring obligation. For this purpose, gold is easily
transferable, recognizable, and verifiable.
Because gold is highly valued for its weight, a transfer of great
value need not be cumbersome. Its color and weight together make it
easy to recognize. This ability to verify gold by weight is the reason
"divers weights are an abomination unto the LORD; and a false
balance is not good."32
Unit of Account – A unit of account must not only be constant
over time, it must be everywhere the same. Gold is both. It is
homogeneous; that is to say, any piece of a given weight and
fineness is the same as any other piece of the same weight and
fineness. With gemstones, for instance, this is not true. No natural
diamond is the same as any other, especially after man has worked
on it. Manufactured diamonds might be homogeneous, but since
man controls their quantity, they are not scarce, and so they are
useless as a store of value.
Add to homogeneity the fact that gold is infinitely divisible,
and we see another way in which gold is superior to gem stones as a
unit of account. Gold is conformable to any units or fractions of
units that might be devised: the gerah, ten of which equal one bekah,
two of which equal one shekel, sixty of which equal one maneh,
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sixty of which equal one talent – these are some of the units we find
in the Old Testament. With gold, the whole is equal to the sum of its
parts, which is not true with gemstones. All else being equal – which
with stones it never is – a large diamond is worth a great deal more
than an equal weight of smaller stones.
Store of Value – Again, of all the things that might meet the
other requirements, gold is most stable in value over time. Man can’t
control its quantity without cost, and that cost in exploration,
extraction, labor, and equipment has remained relatively constant
throughout human history. As mining technology has improved, the
gold that remains in the ground
And they did beat the gold into
has become harder to find, reach,
thin plates, and cut it into wires,
and get out.
to work it in the blue, and in the
Gold has sufficient value on
purple, and in the scarlet, and in
its own to be mined for its own
the fine linen, with cunning work.
Exodus 39:3
sake. This has not always been
true with other metals that are
otherwise suitable for money. The supply of silver, for instance, has
been highly unstable over time:
All King Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold, and
all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were
of pure gold. None were of silver, it was ‘not considered
as anything’ in the days of Solomon.33
Today the supply of silver is highly dependent on copper
mining of which a great deal of the supply is a byproduct.
Gold does not deteriorate over time. Virtually all of the gold
ever mined is still with us. Gold is beautiful in its own right,
independent of any monetary function that it might have.
Medium of Future Payments – This function of money is a
combination of all of the others and as such is met as they are met.
As a medium of exchange, unit of account, and store of value money
also quantifies and preserves the value of delayed payment. This
aspect of money also relates to the need to transfer wealth
geographically, and over time.34
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With all of these functions, however, the most important thing
to remember is that the need for money arises in the absence of
man’s integrity. Therefore, money has to be independent of man’s
integrity, and in this, gold is uniquely good.
There is one more reason why Gold is good – It is an
evaluation based on a perception, a very authoritative perception,
one that is humiliating where human presumption and arrogance is
concerned: gold is good, because The One Who knows the end from
the beginning, said it was good. Our need is to discover why!
On the other hand, “There is a way that seemeth good unto a
man, but in the end it leads to death.”35
This is perhaps a good place to introduce a phrase that has only
recently come to my attention with the writing of Doug Tjaden, in
his book, “Traditions of Men.” 36 In this book he points out how
gold has been replaced with “debt money,” the willingness and
ability to pay, in short, “credit.” For a while, the backing of money
in the U.S. went from gold to “the full faith and credit of the U.S.
government.” That sounded impressive enough so that everyone,
both foreign and domestic, were willing to sit still for the change. By
now, it has become clear that there is not much fullness left to the
faith and credit of the U.S. and as of this writing the U.S. citizenry is
looking very shaky as well.
Death By Blip Point
We are now well beyond the replacement of gold with images
on paper. By now the images on paper have been replaced by blips
in the collective data base. While the blips have now become the
stand in for our hypothetical perfect knowledge, we have not yet
discovered just how far the current economy lags behind in human
integrity. This will take a traumatic revelation. What has become of
our willingness and ability to pay our debts?
Hope springs eternal, however, and with a little more
electronic sorcery from the central banking community, to this point,
September 11, 2007, the economy keeps flying, even as our ability,
willingness, and integrity are running out of gas.
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Debt money only works as long as there is some hope for the
integrity of the debtors. Time and tide are beginning to find us out.
Fact is, the economics of scarcity began a long time ago with the
break down of human integrity.
The gold of the land of Havilah provided what was about to be
needed. And the usefulness of gold was clearly understood as history
progressed. For example, in Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the
Bible, we find the Greek word for gold, chrusos, which is thought to
have derived from the root chraomai, a verb meaning to furnish
what is needed.37
God had furnished “what is needed” even before man knew he
had the need. In the pages that follow, we will explore what man has
done with God’s provision. As we do, the Bible will not only show
us the cause and cure for the depreciation of money, but will
continue to ask its central question:

What’s keeping you, God’s provision or your own?
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Chapter 3
Love Tokens
“I put the golden earring upon her face.”1
There are many tokens by which God reminds His people that
they are His:
For Noah, He placed a bow in the sky: “I do set my bow in the
cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me
and the earth.”2
For Abraham, it was circumcision: “And ye shall circumcise
the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the
covenant betwixt me and you.”3
For an eternal love servant, it was a pierced ear: “And if the
servant shall plainly say, I love my master, my wife, and my
children; I will not go out free: Then his master shall bring
him . . . to the door, or unto the door post; and his master
shall bore his ear through with an aul; and he shall serve
him forever.”4
For Aaron and his sons, it was blood on the ear: “Then shalt
thou kill the ram, and take of his blood, and put it upon the
tip of the right ear of Aaron, and upon the tip of the right
ear of his sons.”5
For Rebekah, the bride of Isaac, who was heir to the riches of
God through his father Abraham, it was a ring of gold.6
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For Job, when he prayed for his friends, the Lord blessed him
with twice as much as he had before all his troubles began,
and “[every] man also gave him a piece of money, and
7
every one an earring of gold.”
Hence, in Revelation, Chapters 2 and 3, we get the sevenfold
repetition of the phrase, “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches.” Even for us today God wants to put
the golden earring of His Word in our ear: “As an earring of gold
and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover upon an
obedient ear.”8
There is something about a golden earring as a token of love
for an obedient and attentive ear. The Apostle Paul counted himself
a love slave to Christ: “Yet for love’s sake I rather beseech thee,
being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of
Jesus Christ.”9 He counted himself in bondage in the same sense as
a servant whose ear had been pierced by his master. For those who
believe God, the Word of God is a golden earring on “an obedient
ear.” The love-slave, bride-like relationship is as real and true today
as it was for Rebekah.
Prior to the printing press, the ear was the primary receiving
unit of the body and mind in terms of things that have an enduring
value. Prior to the printed word, it was the ear that was the message
center of the heart. Today, we
And I will give this people favour in
are blessed to be able to
the
sight of the Egyptians: and it shall
possess our own written Word
come to pass that, when ye go, ye shall
of God. Now we can receive it
not go empty: But every woman shall
by sight – but the message borrow of her neighbour, and of her
itself has not changed.
that sojourneth in her house, jewels of
In the golden earring we
have another reason why the
gold of that land had to be
good; it had to be good because
it would serve as a love token
between God and His people.

silver, and jewels of gold, and
raiment: and ye shall put them upon
your sons, and upon your daughters;
and ye shall spoil (In the author’s
understanding, “spoil” here has the
sense of “spoils of war” “booty.”) the
Egyptians. Exodus 3:21-22
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In this light, let’s take
another look at the events that
occurred at the base of Mount
Sinai while Moses was on the
mountain receiving his instructions
from God. As the verses to the
right show, God had supplied
jewels of silver and gold to His
people through the Egyptians.
But what was happening to
that gold and silver?

Speak now in the ears of the
people, and let every man borrow
of his neighbour, and every
woman of her neighbour, jewels of
silver, and jewels of gold. Exodus
11:2
And the children of Israel did
according to the word of Moses;
and they borrowed of the
Egyptians jewels of silver, and
jewels of gold, and raiment.
Exodus 12:35

"And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come
down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves
together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us
gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the
man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot
not what is become of him. And Aaron said unto them,
break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of
your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and
bring them unto me. And all the people brake off the
golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought
them unto Aaron. And he received them at their hand,
and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it
a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel,
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt."10
Of the material available to him, Aaron chose the golden
earrings as the substance from which to make the calf. Here was the
first major transgression of God’s people as a people. It was an
insult that they had chosen to worship gods of their own making, but
it was injury added to insult that they made a false god out of what
was meant to be, at one and the same time, God’s provision and the
token of His love.
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Money and the Golden Calf
Exactly what has the Biblical golden calf got to do with
money?
“And Abraham was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in
gold.”11 All three of these substances have been used as money
through the ages; and cattle were used as one of the earliest forms of
money. Jacob complained to his father-in-law:
Thus have I been twenty years in thy house; I served
thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, and six years
for thy cattle: and thou hast changed my wages ten
times.12
The Latin word for “money” is pecunia, from the Latin word
pecus, meaning “cattle.” We still use the word “pecuniary” to refer
to monetary affairs. Thus, the calf represented money, no matter
how you look at it. Either in cattle or in gold, men had made a god of
mammon. Perhaps this was the earliest outbreak of mad cow
disease!
No servant can serve two masters: for either he will
hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to
the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and
mammon.13
And . . . Moses saw that the people were naked; (for
Aaron had made them naked unto their shame among
their enemies.14
Worship involves love without reservation, nothing held back,
nothing hidden or concealed – complete openness. Worship requires
nakedness. Whether we worship God or mammon, the act of genuine
worship involves nakedness.
“Mammon” is an interesting word: God's number one
competition for service and worship is "mammon."15 Strong's has it
this way: "#3126. Mammonas..; of Chaldean, (That would be
Babylon) origin (confidence, i.e. fig. wealth, personified);
mammonas, i.e. avarice (deified) – mammon."
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Please note the first word used in Strong's definition of
"mammon;" "confidence," and followed by: "...wealth, personified
...avarice deified." This goes a long way in describing what it is to
“make a god of mammon.”
After eating from the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, Adam was afraid. Fear is a pretty good word for the
opposite of “confidence.” Confidence doesn’t need to be sewing fig
leaves or hiding in the bushes. The confidence in, of and resulting
from mammon, however, is misplaced confidence. We will revisit
this problem again in Chapter 17, when we look at two different
ways of thinking.
An important aspect of worship – again, either of God or of
mammon – is intimate fellowship or relationship with the object of
worship. In the Garden of Eden before the Fall, that intimate
fellowship was reflected in the fact that Adam and Eve were naked
and not ashamed. They were not ashamed precisely because
nakedness is a vital and necessary part of worship, and the object of
their worship was God. Everything was exactly right.
After the Fall, they were naked and ashamed, because they had
turned their backs on God. They desired to be gods themselves, so
now the object of their worship was no longer God but rather the
things of this world; hence, they were ashamed before God.
Though it appears to be different, the shame of Adam and
Eve’s nakedness after the Fall is the same as the shame of the
Israelites’ nakedness after the calf, in that the shame of both stems
from a preoccupation with or worship of the things of this world. In
the Garden, Adam and Eve had made gods of themselves, and in the
calf, the Israelites had made a god of mammon.
In essence, both transgressions are the same. Mammon
represents the keeping of this world (in the sense of the question we
asked earlier, “What is keeping you?”), as opposed to the keeping of
God. In the Garden, the couple wanted to keep themselves, elevating
themselves to the status of gods. They being of this world, then, their
own keeping was the keeping of this world. Clearly, for the Israelites
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the same thing was true: they spurned the keeping of God in the
tokens He had once supplied, and perverted them to a most profane
and worldly use.
This is the essential choice: God or mammon. God’s keeping
or the world’s keeping. Mammon (money) is God’s number one
competition for our affection. Mammon represents the keeping of
this world. If you are kept by the world, you will be naked to the
world. If you are naked to the world, shame is – or ought to be – the
result.
“For the love of money is
the root of all evil.”16
“The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith The Lord of
hosts.”17 The love of money or mammon is the love of tokens, and
is at the expense of God, our true lover.
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Chapter 4
An Affair to Remember
“Thy time was the time of love, . . . saith the Lord God,
and thou becamest mine.”1
Does this chapter title seem out of place in a book about what
God has to say about money in the Bible? What we would like to do
here is open our thinking in the broadest possible sense about the
meaning of “medium of exchange.” What is the extent of our need
for exchange? What is the broadest possible extent of the exchange
that our hearts desire, and our minds value? In this broad sense of
exchange, what medium is adequate for the purpose? These are the
concerns of this chapter beginning with the question:
What do you do for a living?
This question is generally understood to mean, “How do you
earn money?” The money is considered to be the living. Life and
money are equated in this sense. This will continue to be the case as
long as that question is asked and answered from an earthly point of
view or out of Biblical context, outside of any relationship with the
Lord. A love of life will mean and will require a love of money. No
money will mean no life.
But the life that money represents is transitory. It can provide
life only for a season. If what you do for a living is limited to what
you do for money, then your days are numbered, and the life
achieved less than God intends even in the present. You will never
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be satisfied. “Do” is a very big word here. Living, at its best is a
state of being, not a state of doing. The doing, however, is necessary
for our better understanding of life and living. While the doing is
necessary for our better understanding, life itself is in our being.
There is a life we cannot earn; it is the gift of God. The truth of it is
glimpsed in a piece of lyric from Danny’s Song, that suggests it’s
futile to, “… try to earn what lovers own…”2 The first line of the
chorus goes, “And even though we ain't got money… ”
The Biblical answer to the question of living and life is
answered in the revelation of what the Lord intends, and, in fact has
already provided for you. If you have been made aware that you
belong to the Lord, then you are living. Does this mean that you will
never see or need money again? Not necessarily. It means that God
is your keeper.
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.3
“I shall not want…” is a state
of mind. Our hope in this chapter is
to explore this state of mind, and
from there to gain some
appreciation of the power of love
to take us to a place that this
world’s money cannot take us.
The Lord may or may not use
money to keep us. Whichever way
He chooses, however, it is His
love, not our earthly income that is
the true riches.
What we would like to do
here is to take a closer look at the
nature of His love to better
understand and grasp what money,
gold, wealth and riches are really
all about. Then we can examine
what we have done – and are doing
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Again the word of the LORD
came unto me, saying, Son of man,
cause Jerusalem to know her
abominations, And say, Thus saith
the Lord God unto Jerusalem; Thy
birth and thy nativity is of the land
of Canaan; thy father was an
Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite.
And as for thy nativity, in the day
thou wast born thy navel was not
cut, neither wast thou washed in
water to supple thee; thou wast not
salted at all, nor swaddled at all.
None eye pitied thee, to do any of
these unto thee, to have compassion
upon thee; but thou wast cast out in
the open field, to the loathing of thy
person, in the day that thou wast
born. And when I passed by thee, . .
and saw thee polluted in thine own
blood, I said unto thee when thou
wast in thy blood, Live; yea; I said
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– with what He has provided.
Before
attempting
to
discover and understand God’s
love we do well to examine the
love we have experienced on the
human level. While this love
pales in comparison to God’s
love, it serves nonetheless to help
us to understand the state of mind
that God intends for us.
Money may be all about
food, clothing and shelter, but
money is about a lot more than
that. All told, the state of mind
achieved by the accumulation of
earthly wealth is nothing when
compared to the state of mind of
lovers held fast in the grip of new
love.
The Nature of God’s Love
In the passage from Ezekiel
presented in the box at the right,
God is speaking a love letter to
His people, Jerusalem. The
passage refers to the Exodus and
afterwards, but it is only one of
many similar places in scripture,
for example, Song of Solomon
and much of Hosea. It is clear in
these vivid passages that the
people God is addressing – and
they could be us here in the U.S.,
or each of us individually – are
the none-too-faithful recipients
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unto thee when thou wast in thy
blood, Live. I have caused thee to
multiply as the bud of the field, and
thou hast increased and waxen
great, and thou art come to
excellent ornaments: thy breasts are
fashioned, and thine hair is grown,
whereas thou wast naked and bare.
Now when I passed by thee; and
looked upon thee, behold, thy time
was the time of love; and I spread
my skirt over thee, and covered thy
nakedness: yea, I sware unto thee,
and entered into a covenant with
thee, saith the Lord God, and thou ..
. . becamest mine. Then washed I
thee with water; yea, I thoroughly
washed away thy blood from thee,
and I anointed thee with oil. I
clothed thee also with broidered
work, and shod thee with badgers'
skin, and I girded thee about with
fine linen, and I covered thee with
silk. I decked thee also with
ornaments, and I put bracelets upon
thy hands, and a chain on thy neck.
And I put a jewel on thy forehead,
and earrings in thine ears, and a
beautiful crown upon thine head.
Thus wast thou decked with gold
and silver; and thy raiment was of
fine linen, and silk, and broidered
work; thou didst eat fine flour, and
honey, and oil: and thou wast
exceeding beautiful, and thou didst
prosper into a kingdom. And thy
renown went forth among the
heathen for thy beauty: for it was
perfect through my comeliness,
which I had put upon thee, saith the
Lord God. Ezekiel 16:1-14
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of God’s love.
Just look at what God has done for the object of His affection
in the quoted passage. If a man did these things for a woman and
bared his soul in this manner, we would think of him as a romantic.
God rescued His beloved from her blood pollution, enabled her to
live, and brought her to the time of love. He made her worthy of
desire. He made her His, promising to be faithful, and He covered
her nakedness with Himself, establishing a private and eternal
intimacy. He gave her everything, including the personal items of an
intimate relationship. Thus, she became even more beautiful, so
beautiful, in fact, that she is envied by other women and sought after
by men. Is the story of Pygmalion any more romantic than this?
One does not have to read the Bible many times to realize that
God knows what love is all about:
He that loveth not knoweth not God;
4
for God is love.
This is not some irrelevant superficial type of love. It is real.
God is the author of love, and He draws on every kind of love that
we are likely to experience as humans to convey to us the reality and
the intimacy of the love relationship that He invites us to share.
He draws upon the love of friends:
The soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David,
and Jonathan loved him as his own soul . . . Then
Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved
him as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped himself of
the robe that was upon him and gave it to David, and his
garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his
girdle.5
He draws upon the love of parents (storge).6
When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called
my son out of Egypt.7
He draws upon the love of brothers (phileo).8
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Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly
love; in honour preferring one another.9 In fact, this
passage draws upon both storge (kindly affectioned) and
phileo.
He draws upon the love of children:
Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and
become as little children, ye shall not enter the kingdom
of heaven.10
And God draws upon the most intimate and compelling of all
love, the love between a man and a woman. This is the love of loves
that God uses from beginning to end, to communicate something to
us about the relationship that He offers us eternally.
Whether it is a companion for Adam suited to his need or the
New Jerusalem descending as a bride for the wedding supper of the
Lamb, from beginning to end God makes use of the relationship
between a man and a woman to tell us something about the nature of
His love and the nature of the relationship He offers us with
Himself. In a sense then, an aspect of the help meet or, in more
modern language, “suitable companionship” for Adam was and is
the eternal need of all of us to be reconciled to God.
This was a need anticipated by God from the beginning.
Woman’s punishment after the Fall resulted in her subjection to her
husband in some way that had not been the case in the Garden.11
Please note that she was not made subject to her husband as part of
the punishment, but rather her own desire being toward him would
make her subject to him.
Viewed in the best possible light, her subjection to the man
becomes a testimony or a witness whereby man could learn the
relationship that he must once again come to have with God. It
would be the Lord who would rule over him. In the end, it would be
the Lord who would rule in him.
Right from the first bride, the companion for Adam, through
virtually all the brides of the Bible, the message is that we all must
become bride-like in our relationship to God: we must become
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submissive. We must become dependent on God and not on the
world. We must not wind up being the bride of Satan. That woman,
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,12 is the woman who lives
deliciously in this world and is the queen of the prince of this world.
By the time we reach the New Testament – and implicit in all of the
Old Testament – we see only two alternatives: we must be either the
faithful bride of the true and living God or the unfaithful bride, the
harlot, the mistress of Satan, as personified in MYSTERY,
BABYLON THE GREAT.
That is the choice: either the bride of Christ or the bride of
Satan. This is what this age is about. This is the age of courtship,
when Satan’s bride is being drawn to and conformed to his image by
the spirit of Anti-Christ, and Christ’s bride is being drawn to and
conformed to His image by the Holy Spirit.13 When this courtship is
complete, the end of the age will come with the return of Christ.
The love between a man and a woman is not the invention and
preserve of man, it is the doing of God. Many theologians of the past
have tried to credit the devil with the impulses to this sort of love. It
should come as no surprise that today Satan has in great measure
taken control of this area in many people’s lives. There is a great
tendency in the “church”14 to “throw out the baby with the bath
water” in an effort to avoid or control lust. However, denial is not
faith, and from the looks of things in what’s calling itself “church,”
denial is of very little use in curbing lust.15 In the same way that a
bad diet only causes weight gain, denial and repression only result in
more moral failure, not less.16
God gave us the baby. He made us male and female, sexual
beings, in His image,17 so that we might have some way of
apprehending what an intimate relationship is. God created man,
woman, nakedness, and romantic love. God is the eternal and
incurable romantic in the best sense of the word.
In writing the verses at the
right to the church at Ephesus,
Christ commends the church for
having
done
just
about
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Unto the angel of the church of
Ephesus write; These things saith he
that holdeth the seven stars in his
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everything right, and yet,
somehow it all seems hollow in
the absence of the intensity of
new love. We can all relate to
this feeling; God is drawing on
our own experience. What is
left of a marriage when love is
gone and only the form
remains? Human chemistry or
said another way, the parable
of human chemistry is about
the Spirit of God.

right hand, who walketh in the midst
of the seven golden candlesticks; I
know thy works, and thy labour, and
thy patience, and how thou canst not
bear them which are evil: and thou
hast tried them which say they are
apostles, and are not, and hast
found them liars: And hast borne,
and hast patience, and for my
name's sake hast laboured, and hast
not fainted. Nevertheless I have
somewhat against thee, because
thou hast left thy first love.
Revelation 2:1-4.

We have much to say
about this, but it would take another book to even begin to get close
to the core of the subject, the war between system and Spirit.
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and
will sup with him, and he with me.18
He brought me to the banqueting house, and his
banner over me was love.19
God’s provision is the keeping of love. His banqueting table is
a love feast, a wedding table.
The marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath
made herself ready. And to her was granted that she
should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the
fine linen is the righteousness of saints. And he saith unto
me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the
marriage supper of the Lamb.20
Have You Ever Been in Love?
Do you remember how breathless and consuming new love is?
The love of Christ is like that, and it doesn’t fade: Jesus Christ the
same yesterday, and today and forever.21
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It is our own hardness that prevents us from being able to
maintain the intensity of new love. But Christ is perfect; His love is
sustained. He is faithful and true: I saw heaven opened, and behold a
white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and
True.22
New love is a total experience. It demands our undivided
attention. It compels expression. For men, it is easier to appreciate
this experience than it is to be bride-like in submission to it, yet that
submission is what is required. “Just lay back and let the nice Man
have His way with you.”23 Submit yourselves therefore to God.24
Christ is so total, so powerful, so imposing and all-sufficient, that
the best of men become bride-like in their relationship to Him.
One of the first things that God told us about Himself is that
He is a jealous God.25 God loves us with the intensity of new love,
and He knows the pain of jealousy.
Have you ever felt jealousy?
Have you ever experienced it when your whole heart was on
the line, all wrapped up in the compulsion of new love? Do you
remember what a painful experience it is? God knows that pain
when we are unfaithful:
For love is strong as death; jealousy is cruel as the
grave: the coals thereof are the coals of fire, which hath
a most vehement flame.26
If jealousy hurts the fickle heart of man, what must it do to
God?
God wants to be your “all in all.” When a man loves a woman,
he wants to provide for her; he wants to be her whole sufficiency. He
wants to shower gifts on her and meet her every need. That is what
God wants to do with you.
If we are a needy people, it is not because God is unable or
unwilling to meet our needs. It is because we are unwilling and
inadequate recipients of His blessings. One of our biggest
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inadequacies is our inability to receive and respond to love. We
don’t do very well with each other, and we do miserably with God.
Most of us forget what love feels like. Do you remember? Do
you remember how preoccupied with each other new lovers are?
God is preoccupied with you. Are you preoccupied with Him?
His delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law
doth he meditate day and night . . . and whatsoever he
doeth shall prosper.27
Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.28
Preoccupation is a natural part of new love. God wants us to be
preoccupied with Him, to meditate day and night on Him. That’s
what new love does. Do you remember how you wanted to know
everything about the one you loved? How you didn’t like to think
that there was anyone who maybe knew more about him or her than
you did? God meant it to be that way. He knows your name. He has
numbered the hairs on your head:
He calleth his own sheep by name.29
Even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.30
Remember how you would go out of your way to catch a
glimpse or a breath or just a feeling of closeness to your beloved?
God wants you to get to know Him. If you are in love with Him, that
will also be what you will want.
Another aspect of being “head over heels in love” is that you
just can’t keep it to yourself. You have to tell the world about it.
There isn’t anything else you want to talk about, and you just have to
tell someone. That is what God wants you to do. It’s called “the
Great Commission.” Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth.31 This witness is empowered by the chemistry of
the Spirit.
In fact, loving Him is just about the only thing He gave us to
do. It is certainly the most important. When love is new, the Great
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Commission takes care of itself, for we just can’t help ourselves. Do
you remember?
God wants us to draw close to Him; He wants an intimate
relationship with us. Christ, the Lord, wants us naked before him
that He might be our covering. He wants nothing to remain or come
between us. He knows us completely anyway, but He wants us to
have an attitude of nakedness. He wants us to be constant in that
attitude so that He, the Bridegroom, might cover us.
As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy
God rejoice over thee.32
We are not to dress ourselves to come into God’s presence, but
to undress to put on righteousness, which is Jesus Christ. Only the
righteousness of Jesus Christ is suitable apparel in which to enter
God’s presence. If Christ is to be our covering, we must expose our
nakedness only to Him. The changing room is at the foot of the
cross. That’s the place, the only place, where it’s possible to
exchange our sin for His love.
Two things are clear: first, we must be exposed, and second,
we must be intimate only with Christ. Love takes care of this. Love
desires this intimacy, and true love desires it with one alone. This
relationship is so real, so important, and so intimate that God gave
circumcision as a token of the relationship between Himself and His
people.33
God took the organ of the body most involved in the physical
expression of the most intimate and compelling love that man can
know, and He made it naked as a token of the love relationship that
He has invited us into. This becomes a symbol that is drawn upon
throughout the rest of the Bible:
Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the
foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants
of Jerusalem.34
To whom shall I speak and give warning, that they may
hear: Behold their ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot
hearken.35
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Thus, what began as a literal token has become a symbolic and
necessary condition of the heart and ear as well: a naked ear, that it
might receive Him; a naked ear, that it might hear His Word. God
requires an attitude of nakedness – but only with Him, so that we
might receive Christ. An attitude of hiding or cover-up or
defensiveness with God is just as ridiculous as a bride on her
wedding night refusing to remove her coat. Whether or not you have
a particularly fancy coat doesn’t matter, nor does it matter if you
haven’t had a chance to freshen up, for we are all as an unclean
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.36 Christ doesn’t
care about all your junk: He cares about you. He doesn’t need or
require anything else, just you and your acceptance of Him as Lord
of your life.
In several verses from
Exodus, shown at the right, we
are given a very detailed
description of a laver (a basin or
pot used for the washing of feet),
with careful instructions on when
it should be used, who should use
it, and what will happen if it is
not used. As we see later on, in
the New Testament, Jesus is the
foot washer. When Peter refuses
to have Him wash his feet, Christ
says to him, “If I wash thee not,
thou hast no part with me.”37
At which point, Peter
responds, “Lord, not my feet only
but also my hands and my head.”

Thou shalt also make a laver of
brass, and his foot also of brass,
to wash withal: and thou shalt put
it between the tabernacle of the
congregation and the altar, and
thou shalt put water therein. For
Aaron and his sons shall wash
their hands and their feet thereat:
When they go into the tabernacle
of the congregation, they shall
wash with water, that they die not;
or when they come near to the
altar to minister, to burn offering
made by fire unto the LORD: So
they shall wash their hands and
their feet, that they die not: and it
shall be a statute for ever to them,
even to him and to his seed
throughout their generations.
Exodus 30:18-21

And Jesus answers him,
“He that is washed needeth not save, to wash his feet, but is clean
every whit: and ye are clean.”
Jesus stands before us like a tub of warm, clean water. It is
only by His washing that we can come into God’s presence without
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condemnation and death. We will never be clean until He washes us,
so there is no point in trying to wash ourselves. We cannot clean up
our own lives to a point where they will be acceptable to God. Only
Christ can do that. This is what the “Passion” is all about.
Accepting Christ is like stepping into a tub of clear, warm
water after a hard day of grimy work. It is a warm, clean feeling.
Even our filthy rags can’t pollute the water that Christ offers. Don’t
bother to freshen up first: just come on in – the water’s fine.
God doesn’t take this intimate fellowship lightly; neither
should we. He doesn’t want us to play games, and He certainly
doesn’t want us to “play the field.”
I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou
shalt have no other gods before me.38
A willingness, even a desire, to be naked is our natural
response to love. If we are naked and without shame to other gods,
to principalities, powers, and mammon, this may well be an
indication of a misplaced love.
What then is the conclusion of the matter? The Messiah has
“… come that we might have life, and have it more abundantly.”39 In
the ultimate sense then, what we do for a living is what we do to
have that life. To have that life we must have Him. This is our affair
to remember.
What about you? To what or to whom are you exposing
yourself?
Turbulence ahead – Fasten seat belt please…
1

Ezekiel 16:8
Kenny Logins, Danny's Song, 1973
3
Psalms 23:1
4
1 John 4:8
5
1 Samuel 18:1, 3-4
6
The first and most foundational of the natural loves, “storge” is the Greek word
used in the New Testament writings, Romans 1:31, and 2 Timothy 3:3, “natural
2
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affection,” where it is notably absent, and Romans 12:10, “kindly affectioned,”
where it is urged upon believers in their relationships with one another. This love
is the first exposure of humans and even higher animals to the possibility that they
might be of value.
7
Hosea 11:1
8
Here we have the next love where on a little broader, but still family basis we are
valued by those around us.
9
Romans 12:10
10
Matthew 18:3
11
Genesis 3:16
12
Revelation 17:5
13
2 Corinthians 3:17-18
14
A word of explanation is needed here. To this point, I have used quotation
marks around “church” to distinguish what today is calling itself that from what
God calls church. I will continue to refer to “church” or “what today is calling
itself ‘church’” and to church, i.e., what God calls church, to avoid careless
criticism of the latter.
15
Colossians 2:20-23
16
Romans 7:7-11
17
Genesis 1:27
18
Revelation 3:20
19
Song of Solomon 2:4
20
Revelation 19:7-9
21
Hebrews 13:8
22
Revelation 19:11
23
In the words of a friend
24
James 4:7
25
Exodus 20:5
26
Song of Solomon 8:6
27
Psalm 1:2-3
28
Matthew 6:33
29
John 10:3
30
Luke 12:7
31
Acts 1:8
32
Isaiah 62:5
33
Genesis 17:11
34
Jeremiah 4:4
35
Jeremiah 6:10
36
Isaiah 64:6. It should be noted that, in the original, the word that is here
translated as “filthy” has the meaning “periodic” and would be more correctly
rendered in translation as “menstruous.”
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John 13:8
Exodus 20:2-3
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John 10:10
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Chapter 5
Fouling Up the Works
“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or
any likeness of anything . . .
Neither shall ye make unto you gods of gold.”1
What is a graven image?
We know by the context of the quotation above that an image
is a likeness, so it is primarily the word “graven” that needs a closer
look. The Hebrew text of these verses gives the word pacal, which
means “to carve,” but the Bible itself gives us the most complete
picture of the word. Let’s look at some of the relevant passages.
Some verses from Exodus,
And thou shalt make a plate of
in the box at the right, present the pure gold, and grave upon it, like
first example. They tell us initially the engravings of a signet,
that an engraving is a carving, HOLINESS TO THE LORD.
similar to what we would find on Exodus 28:36
And it shall be upon Aaron’s
a ring. Note, by the way, that this
forehead . . .; and it shall always
first example involves gold. A
be upon his forehead, that they
couple of verses later, we find that may be accepted before the Lord.
the engraving is to be placed on Exodus 28:38
Aaron’s forehead. And later in
that same verse, we are told why it should be placed there: to
indicate a right relationship with the Lord.
Other Biblical examples of things being “graven” provide
further assistance with our definition. When we looked at Exodus 32
in the last chapter, we found Aaron making a golden calf for the
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people to worship, fashioning it with a graving tool. This tells us
that a graven image is either chiseled or hammered or stamped or
written or worked in some manner.
Later in that same chapter of Exodus, when Moses presents
the Ten Commandments to the people, we read: The tables were the
work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon
the tables.2 This clue tells us that, at least some of the time, a graven
image is formed in relief on an essentially flat surface. In this case, it
was probably a negative image cut into stone.
A likely example of a positive graven image, that is, one
protruding from the surface, is the graved cherubim3 carved on the
walls of Solomon’s Temple. This kind of relief would be the same as
that found on most modern coins.
In yet another example, Job cries out to his friends, Oh that my
words were now written! Oh that they were printed in a book! That
they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock forever4.
Here an iron pen is suggested as a graving tool so that the thing
written might have permanence.
Finally, we see several dramatic instances in which the image
is actually written – graven – on our flesh. One is a prophetic
example from Isaiah 49:16, where God speaks to His people,
Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls
are continually before me. In this case, the graving tools are
probably the nails with which the Lord will be crucified.5
One final example shows several of these aspects we’ve been
discussing: The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with
the point of a diamond: it is graven upon the table of their heart. . . .6
The graving tool, a pen of iron, could easily describe a tattooing
instrument; at any rate, with its diamond point, it is meant to engrave
something permanent on something very hard. And we are told that
the flat surface on which the writing will occur is found on us, “the
table” of our heart. We are reminded of the stone tablets on which
the Ten Commandments were written, but here the stone is our
hearts.
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We will need to look further at “the sin of Judah,” but for now
let’s look more closely at these graven images we’ve been
introduced to, particularly the ones having to do with the body, to
see what further significance they have for us in our study of money.
Considering our entire body, the biggest, flattest, hardest, most
convenient, and most obvious surface is the forehead. As we saw,
that is the place where God chose to put His signet, His sign, on
Aaron. The forehead was probably the place where Cain was marked
when the Lord set a mark on Cain.7
It is clearly the place where God will mark His chosen prior to
the “Great Tribulation.” In the Old Testament, God calls to a man
clothed with linen, which had the writer’s inkhorn by his side8:
And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of
the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark
upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for
all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.9
In the New Testament, we read about these end times:
Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we
have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.10
In Jeremiah 3:1-3, 8, when the Lord talked to Israel and
secondarily to Judah, the forehead is prominently mentioned:
They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from
him, and become another man’s, shall he return unto her
again? shall not that land be greatly polluted? but thou
hast played the harlot with many lovers; yet return again
to me, saith the LORD. Lift up thine eyes unto the high
places, and see where thou hast not been lain with. In the
ways hast thou sat for them, as the Arabian in the
wilderness; and thou hast polluted the land with thy
whoredoms and with thy wickedness. Therefore the
showers have been withholden, and there hath been no
latter rain; and thou hadst a whore’s forehead, thou
refusedst to be ashamed . . . And I saw, when for all the
causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I
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had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her
treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played
the harlot also.
Apparently, there is something about the forehead that makes it
a place where one’s faithfulness or unfaithfulness to God is shown.
All through the Bible we are reminded that love and faithfulness are
attributes of the heart. It is the heart that is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked.11 And yet it is with our whole heart that we
must love God: And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.12 As we saw in
the passage from Jeremiah, regardless of whether our hearts are
deceitful or loving, on our foreheads are written their contents.
Here again we see the importance of nakedness and its
corollary, shame. Israel has been naked before the wrong gods and
the wrong persons but feels no shame. Shame is to nakedness what
pain is to our body and despair to our spirit. It is an indicator of
trouble. Just as to be on fire without feeling pain is to be in danger of
burning to death, so to be naked without shame, outside of a right
relationship with God, is to be in danger of eternal damnation.
The passage indicates that, if Israel had at least been ashamed,
God might not have divorced her. It is possible to be so out of
fellowship with God that we don’t even realize that we are doing the
wrong thing or that we are in danger of divorce. If we have made a
god of mammon, are naked to mammon, and are not ashamed, we
are in big trouble.
To summarize our understanding of graven images to this
point, we have seen that the Bible shows us only two places where
things are graven: the hand and the forehead, the latter being the
external manifestation of carvings that are made internally, on the
table of the heart. In fact, the forehead seems to be our billboard,
telling God, of course, but also the world, about the state of our
heart.
“And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand,
and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.”13
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“Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your
heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon
your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your
eyes.”14
Moving further in our study, we find that the Lord makes it
quite clear that the only marks on our flesh that are acceptable to
Him are the ones He puts there.
Ye shall not make any
cuttings in your flesh for
the dead, nor print any
marks upon you: I am the
LORD.15
Ye are the children of the
LORD your God: ye shall
not cut yourselves, nor
make any baldness between
your eyes for the dead.16
The ultimate unforgivable
sin is worship of the image of the
“beast.” As we see in the words
from Revelation at the right,
worship, which is a quality of the
heart, in this case manifests itself
in a mark on the right hand or on
the forehead. The name of the
beast is “graven” in the flesh.

And I beheld another beast
coming up out of the earth; and he
had two horns like a lamb, and he
spake as a dragon . . . saying to
them that dwell on the earth, that
they should make an image to the
beast, which had the wound by a
sword, and did live. And he had
power to give life unto the image
of the beast, that the image of the
beast should both speak, and
cause that as many as would not
worship the image of the beast
should be killed. And he causeth
all, both small and great, rich and
poor, free and bond, to receive a
mark in their right hand, or in
their foreheads: An that no man
might buy or sell, save he that had
the mark, or the name of the beast,
or the number of his name. Here is
wisdom. Let him that hath
understanding count the number
of the beast: for it is the number of
a man; and his number is Six
hundred threescore and six.
Revelation 13:11, 14-18

This is the ultimate test, the
final trial of fidelity to God, for
the consequences of refusal to
worship the beast and receive his
mark are, first, general – a person would be killed – and second,
specific – that person would not be able to buy or sell. It is in this
specific consequence that we see the monetary implications of this
ultimate graven image. The mark is money, or, more precisely, the
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mark turns us into money, for there is no other means by which to
buy or sell.
Money represents the keeping of this world. The keeping of
this world ultimately represents the keeping of the central authority
of this world. The central authority of this world has the beast as his
agent. For those who are kept by this world, the Twenty-third Psalm
is sung to the glory of the beast: The beast is my shepherd; I shall
not want. . .
We have a history of putting the images of our worldly
authorities on money. Therefore it should come as no surprise that
the name of the beast on us winds up as the final money of the
world.
It is not always apparent when the Bible is talking about
money, although money is the number one idol of man. What the
Bible does talk about often and openly is the subject of idolatry,
almost exclusively using sexual images, analogies, and terminology.
As a result, what has been calling itself “church” has not only
missed the point about money but has had a rather unhealthy and
distorted view of sex.
The “church” has, in all too many cases, abandoned sex to the
world while, at the same time, adopting the world’s graven images,
especially money. In effect, we have been taught that, if we keep our
noses clean with regard to sex, we can get away with just about
every harlotry where the keeping of this world is concerned.
Most every time Eve is presented in the media, it is as a “sex
kitten.” The Original Sin was not sex; it was idolatry! For too long,
what’s calling itself “church” has implied – if not outright taught –
that men and women should not desire one another sexually. Sex has
been cast into outer darkness, only to be retrieved as a necessary evil
for procreation.
So we have the spectacle of the latter-day Pharisee, selfrighteous in his vaunted avoidance of “sexy” thoughts, while
mortgaged up to his ears in the keeping of this world. Lusting after
monetary tithes for the support of bigger and better buildings and
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programs, he abandons the poor and needy to the kingdom of the
beast.
The most substantial, most powerful parable in the Bible – one
that has been built into creation – is sex. The point of the parable is
“Christ and the Church.”17 Until we get the point of this parable, not
only are we left hung up on the plumbing, but we don’t see the
problem where spiritual prostitution is concerned. A whore does for
money what a bride does for love.
Where parables are concerned, they are stories from life
illustrating truths about God or a spiritual truth, perhaps not so easily
understood without the word picture the parable provides. The way
we use the word “parable” here, it is God who is telling the story,
but not so much with spoken or written words, but with a material
creation designed in His purposes to illustrate truth about the
spiritual creation that He has in mind. With this in view, we
understand what is written in Romans 1:20 to be saying that “… the
things that are made…”, the “things” of the original creation are His
parable illustrating otherwise invisible truth about God and His
intention or purpose. In this sense then, Adam and Eve have been
made male and female to illustrate the otherwise invisible truth
about God, that God is relational. Male and female, taken together
are a parable of spiritual relationship. This is the “sexual parable.”
Gold is a parable of provision. Gold is a vehicle of provision,
one that in the material creation serves as a medium of exchange. At
the same time, gold illustrates the ultimate medium of exchange, the
supply of The Spirit of God. This is our ultimate provision. In its
highest revelation, it is the provision of God’s love, and not the
provision in or of a market place. The last market place that has to
go is the one between our ears that is constantly calculating “what’s
in it for me?” When our revelation of The Love of God is great
enough, the “what’s in it for me” question goes away, and without
further calculation, we become the provision and expression of that
love to and for others. “It is not as though I have already attained all
this…”18 only that this is the understanding that my own study and
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experience has found to date. This is the provision truth or exchange
truth that the parable of gold illustrates.
Actually it is a very strange and wonderful exchange. The
cross is God’s “foreign exchange window.” Jesus, The Messiah is
the teller. We can always find Him there. It is there that we
exchange our fallen “tender" for the legal tender of God’s love. The
legal tender of heaven is the Love of God. It is the only legal tender
in The Kingdom of heaven.
This point is stressed, not because of a preoccupation with sex
or even gold, but in order to get the proper focus on money and what
that focus implies in terms of our relationship with God. God has
used sexual terminology in His description of idolatry, not to
degrade sex, but to more fully portray our relationship with Him.
The Bible’s use of sexual terminology is not to stress the sinfulness
of sex, but rather to reveal its importance as a concrete example
pointing to the fullness of the spiritual relationship God offers us
with Himself.
The function of sex is the expression of love. When love is
expressed, a relationship is fruitful. When love is misplaced, its
expression bears bitter fruit. To
But we are all as an unclean
love money is to be a harlot. In thing, and all our righteousnesses
every way that misplaced sex is are as [menstruous] rags: and we
bad, the love of money is bad. all do fade, as a leaf; and our
The love of money bears bitter iniquities, like the wind, have
taken us away. Isaiah 64:6
fruit, bondage and death.
For the love of money is the
root of all evil, which while some
coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced
themselves through with many
sorrows.19

Ye shall defile also the covering
of thy graven images of silver, and
the ornament of thy molten images
of gold: thou shalt cast them away
as a menstruous cloth; thou shalt
say unto it, Get thee hence. Isaiah
30:22.

There are several strong sexual analogies in Isaiah (see the box
at the right) that illustrate the detailed way in which God uses the
sexual parable. In addition, He has built these sexual analogies into
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His creation as a witness concerning the facts of life, not only of this
life but of eternal life as well.
A fundamental truth of the Old Testament is that life is in the blood:
For it is the life of all flesh; the blood of it is for the life
thereof: therefore I said unto the children of Israel, Ye
shall eat the blood of no manner of flesh: for the life of
all flesh is the blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be
cut off.20
This truth and its consequent prohibition are so strong that they
even continue into the writings in the New Testament: But that we
write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from
fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood.21
The menstrual condition is evidence that new life has not been
generated. It is the sign of a “desolate woman.”22 As such, it is a
manifestation of death, an indication of missed opportunity. The
mechanics of the parable in the Isaiah context is that, as a woman
without a man over a period will manifest this condition, so man
without God will not sustain or generate new life – all of his claims
and efforts, all of his boastings and righteousnesses to the contrary
notwithstanding.
Thus, God uses the menstrual status to communicate one
aspect of our condition without Him, and also to show the eternal
life He offers us with Him. In the Hebrew original, the “periodic”
aspect of the word for “menstruous” demonstrates the recurring
opportunity to find new life in Christ.
When God said it was not good that man should be alone and
decided to make him a helper suited to his need, He created woman
in intricate detail, sexually “inconveniencing” her on behalf of their
common humanity. God was creating a concrete example He could
use to communicate an eternal truth.
In the New Testament, the man is asked to be a covering for
the woman, to protect her, to love her as Christ loved His church and
gave Himself up for her.23 The Lord has inconvenienced her on
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man’s behalf. It is little enough to ask him to honor her as the
weaker vessel.
Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to
knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the
weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of
life.24
Having examined the form, the sexual overtones, and the
significance of graven images and idolatry, let us now examine the
evolution of the images themselves. We have already discussed the
first major transgression of God’s people, the calf made from molten
gold. God had told them to make no graven images; instead, they
made an image from liquid metal.
The next time God gives His people a commandment, in this
case the First of Ten Commandments He tells them, Thou shalt
worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is jealous, is a
jealous God . . . Thou shalt make thee no molten gods.25 And in
Leviticus 19:4, He declares, Turn ye not unto idols, nor make to
yourselves molten gods: I am the LORD your God. In Numbers
33:52, God directs Moses to tell the people to drive out all the
inhabitants of the land from before you, and destroy all their
pictures, and destroy all their molten images, and quite pluck down
all their high places.
In Exodus 32:31, we learn that not all sins are the same: And
Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, Oh this people have sinned
a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. Again in Leviticus
26:1, it is graven images the people are warned about. Ye shall make
you no idols nor graven image, neither rear you up a standing
image, neither shall ye set up any image of stone in your land, to
bow down unto it: for I am the LORD your God.
In Psalms 106:19-20, we find the word “similitude” used as a
synonym for image or likeness: They made a calf in Horeb, and
worshipped the molten image. Thus they changed their glory into the
similitude of an ox. And in Deuteronomy 4:15-19 and 23-30, we find
the prohibition stated once again, this time much more specifically:
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“Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves; for ye
saw no manner of similitude on the day that the LORD
spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire: Lest
ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a graven image, the
similitude of any figure, the likeness of male or female,
The likeness of any beast that is on the earth, the likeness
of any winged fowl that flieth through the air, The
likeness of anything that creepeth on the ground, the
likeness of any fish that is in the waters beneath the
earth: And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and
when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars,
even all the host of heaven, shouldst be driven to worship
them, and serve them . . . .
Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye forget the covenant
of the LORD your God, which he made with you, and
make you a graven image, or the likeness of anything,
which the LORD thy God hath forbidden thee. For the
Lord thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God.
When thou shalt beget children, and children's
children, and ye shall have remained long upon the land,
and shall corrupt yourselves, and make a graven image,
or the likeness of anything, and shall do evil in the sight
of the LORD thy God, to provoke him to anger: I call
heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that ye
shall soon utterly perish from off the land whereunto ye
go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall not prolong your
days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed. And the
LORD shall scatter you among nations, and ye shall be
left few in number among the heathen, whither the LORD
shall lead you. And there ye shall serve gods, the work of
men's hands, wood and stone, which neither see, nor
hear, nor eat, nor smell. But if from thence thou shalt
seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find Him, if thou seek
him with all thy heart and with all thy soul. When thou
art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon
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thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy
God, and shall be obedient unto his voice.”
This is not a passage that was meant to become obsolete, for
the passage tells us that, especially in tribulation – and particularly in
the tribulation of the latter days – we should be turned to the Lord as
we consider making images of, and worshipping created things.
With these specific prohibitions in mind, let us now take a
brief look at the history of money made by the graven-image process
described above, and particularly at some of the images on the
money. Below, we’ll pair each of these coins up with specific verses
containing the prohibitions against them.
Prohibitions #1 and 2: Lest ye
corrupt yourselves, and make you a
graven image . . . the likeness of
male or female, the likeness of any
beast that is on the earth.
Deuteronomy 4:16-17
Lions and bulls being beasts on
earth and being either male or
Figure 1
female versions, these earliest of
The earliest known coins were
stamped with the images of
coins violated both of these first
different animals. One of these
two specific graven image
particularly early coins was the
prohibitions.
electrum stater of Lydia. Electrum
was a natural alloy composed of
silver and gold. This coin dates to
about 700 B.C. and had the image of
a lion on it.

What is of particular interest here
is that the history of the coinage
follows the same chronology as
the
Biblical
prohibitions,
whether in method or in subject
matter. The prohibitions of the
law certainly preceded the
coinage of the Gentiles, the
monetary history of the age of
the Gentiles.

Figure 2
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The age of the Gentiles is
introduced to history in the
dream of Nebuchadnezzar, the
first of the Gentile kings. We
will take a closer look at the
implications of his dream and
Daniel’s interpretation in the
next chapter.

Also of Lydia, Croesus replaced
electrum with the establishment
of gold and silver coinage, the
silver siglos (shekel) being one
of the earliest.

Prohibition #3: The likeness of
any winged fowl that flieth
through the air. Deuteronomy
4:17.
Clearly, this coin violates this
specific prohibition. Early on,
Eagles were another popular
image graven on the ancient
coinage.

Figure 3.
The silver tetradrachm of Athens,
issued in about 500 B.C., had an
owl on it, as did many other coins
of the early Greeks.

Prohibition #4: The likeness of
anything that creepeth on the
ground. Deuteronomy 4:18.
Again, a clear violation of this
fourth specific prohibition. By
the fifth century BC another
coin, the silver tetradrachm had a
crab on its reverse side

Figure 4
Another of the early coins of
Greece was the silver stater of
around 600 B.C., which bore the
likeness of the Aegean turtle.
.
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Prohibition #5: The likeness
of any fish that is in the waters
under the earth. Deuteronomy
4:18.

So much for Prohibition #5

Figure 5
The silver decadrachm of
Syracuse, used around 500
B.C., had dolphins on it

Prohibition #6: The stars,
even all the host of heaven.
Deuteronomy 4:19.
A violation of Prohibition #6,
with #1 and #3 thrown in for
good measure!
Figure 6
Of more recent vintage, we have
the Kennedy half-dollar. On one
side (usually designated as
“heads”) is a relief of a male,
John F. Kennedy; on the other
(“tails”) is a winged fowl
surrounded by a circle of stars

Certainly the Gentiles
had not read “The Book” with
an eye to putting into practice
all that it condemned. It’s just
that “The Book” managed to
anticipate all the ways that the
Gentiles would find to mess
up. This for me was and
remains convincing evidence
of the veracity of “The Book!”

And so it goes, with man putting images on money that God
specifically prohibited. Heads and tails being portions of animals,
birds, fish, and even people, even the very expression “heads or
tails” would seem to indicate a problem of some standing with our
coinage. Another problem that is particular to our recent coinage
appears when we look at Deuteronomy 5:11, which says, Thou shalt

72

Fouling Up the Works

not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain: for the Lord will not
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. The problem stems
from two factors: first, we have put the motto, In God we trust on
the coinage, side by side with the graven image; and second, our
coins no longer contain anything of value. We are now trusting not
in the Lord but in the king, and this shift in focus is a harbinger of
the kingdom of the beast.

If we say we trust in God but, in reality,
are trusting in men,
are we taking the name of the Lord in vain?
Let’s take another look at the early coins we discussed above. I
need to point out that the animals that were graven on the coins were
all thought either to possess some special power or to represent some
special god. The turtle, for instance, was thought to be extremely
fertile, and its use was a way of paying homage to the gods of
fertility. The dolphins represented a river god; coins in Corinth
similarly carried the image of the winged horse Pegasus, who was
the foal of Poseidon, god of the sea who sometimes took on the role
of horse-god. Such coins, rather than being exceptions, are typical.
There were crabs, owls, cows, octopuses, birds, bulls, dragons,
horses, lions, et cetera.26
Today, even Israel has gotten into this kind of coinage, but “…
in the beginning it was not so.”27 Back then, these coins were not
struck by God’s chosen people. The point here is that the images on
them were – and continue to be – those specifically prohibited by
God. Furthermore, the images are graven on the coins (although they
would be prohibited even if cast into the metal). Also, the material of
which these coins were made was the material most often mentioned
in connection with graven images, and both the images on the
money and the money itself have historically been objects of
worship.
But, you say, the passages from Deuteronomy couldn’t
possibly be referring to our money, could they?
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Ignoring for the moment that the most insidious and universal
form of idolatry is the love of money, let’s dig into another passage
of Scripture for an answer to that question:
The graven images of their gods [the gods of the
heathens] shall ye burn with fire: thou shalt not desire
the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it unto thee,
lest thou be snared therein: for it is an abomination to
the LORD thy God. Neither shalt thou bring an
abomination into thine house, lest thou be a cursed thing
like it: but thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt
utterly abhor it; for it is a cursed thing.28
Several things are pertinent here. First, even though the silver
and gold these graven images appear on have value, we should not
desire it. Desiring it is an abomination pointing to and leading to the
ultimate abomination, the abomination of desolation spoken of in
Daniel 9:27 and Matthew 24:15. Next, that these graven images can
be taken home (i.e., take it unto thee) indicates that they are portable
and would therefore be fairly easy to pick up and carry off. Their
great portability, clearly, would add to the temptation that the verses
strongly admonish us to resist.
A third point, however, is less obvious but may have the most
to tell us. That is the possibility of becoming a cursed thing like it.
On first reading, we are likely to decide that this statement has only
figurative meaning. After all, the idea of becoming like a calf or an
owl or a bird or some other statue or image that we could find on an
early coin seems pretty remote. We might decide that the meaning is
simply, “So that we don’t become a cursed thing like the money,” or
“So that we don’t ‘become’ the money, which is cursed.”
But look more deeply: Isn’t this in fact what happens with the
ultimate graven image, the “mark of the beast,” which is the
abomination of desolation? Don’t those who receive his mark
become the money? Doesn’t the “mark of the beast” literally fulfill
this passage? Is it possible that the graven image, money, and our
dependence thereon and worship thereof is a snare, the ultimate and
irreversible manifestation of which is the “mark of the beast?”
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The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the work
of men’s hands. They have mouths, but they speak not;
eyes have they, but they see not; they have ears, but they
hear not; neither is there any breath in their mouths.
They that make them are like unto them: so is every one
that trusteth in them.29
It would seem that we have major problems with our money
just on the basis of graven images. God provided us with gold and
silver to meet our monetary needs. We responded by making graven
images out of those precious metals. We wind up paying homage to
other gods by our use of the very provision He gave for our keeping.
Actually, He only loaned it to us: The silver is mine, and the
gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts.30 We will take another look at
this verse in Chapter 14, when we discuss the things that are
Caesar’s. In the meantime:

What do you think is the number one god of man?
1

Exodus 20:4, 23
Exodus 32:16
3
2 Chronicles 3:7
4
Job 19:23-24
5
It is interesting to note that, while we are doubtless graven on the outside of His
hands as well, because the nails pierced Him through, He thinks of us—and invites
us to think of ourselves—as being graven on the inside, in the palms of His hands.
Thus He conveys to us the feeling of security, of being cradled and held on to,
rather than just being in contact with. He keeps us in His hands.
6
Jeremiah 17:1
7
Genesis 4:15
8
Ezekiel 9:3
9
Ezekiel 9:4
10
Revelation 7:3
11
Jeremiah 17:9
12
Deuteronomy 6:5
13
Deuteronomy 6:8
14
Deuteronomy 11:18
15
Leviticus 19:28
16
Deuteronomy 14:1
17
Ephesians 5:31-32
2
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18

Philippians 3:12-14
1 Timothy 6:10
20
Leviticus 17:14
21
Acts 15:20
22
Isaiah 54:1
23
Ephesians 5:25
24
1 Peter 3:7
25
Exodus 34:14, 17
26
John Porteous discusses this in some detail in his book Coins, published in 1973
by Octopus Books Limited, London.
27
Matthew 19:8
28
Deuteronomy 7:25-26.
29
Psalms 135:15-18.
30
Haggai 2:8.
19
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Chapter 6
New Pictures on the Money
Thou hast . . . taken . . . my gold and . . . my silver
. . . and madest to thyself images of men,
and didst commit whoredom with them.1
Before embarking on this chapter, a word of explanation and
perhaps even a plea for patience and understanding may be
necessary. It is our hope to stay as clean as possible in presenting our
case. In this chapter there is need to present some evidence from
monetary history. To do this without putting a spin on it, or even
appearing to put a spin on it, we are much too tempted to quote
extensively from another man’s work. Rather than do that, however,
we will simply commend to you the work of John Porteous, and his
book, Coins.
For present purposes our intention is to provide the historical
facts of coinage free of our own interpretation. Our present purpose
is to show, even prove the veracity of the Biblical warnings
concerning graven images.
The first admonitions of God concerning graven images seem
to be aimed primarily at images of animals as opposed to images of
men. The first major transgression in this area was the image of an
animal, the “golden calf.” This is interesting because the history of
coined money begins with the images of animals, later followed by
images of men.
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The first coin of the Roman
Empire was a casting bearing the
image of an ox, a molten calf
(Figure 1). Interesting, not only
because it is reminiscent of the
children of Israel who had "made a
calf in Horeb, and worshipped the
Figure 1—First coin of the
Roman Empire
molten image. Thus they changed
their glory into the similitude of an
ox,"2 but also because according to Daniel's interpretation of
Nebuchadnezzar's dream, the Roman Empire is the empire ruling in
the earth when the Messiah comes to establish, and then finalize His
Kingdom of heaven on earth. More about that shortly.
What we need to look at here is the parallel chronology
between the graven image prohibitions, and the chronological
development of images on money; most specifically the change from
animals to men, and finally to men as gods. Our reason for doing so
is to further establish the connection between graven images and
money.
The passage of Scripture with which we have opened this
chapter is a good place to begin. This passage is a representative
admonition against the practice of making images of men. The
Hebrew word, translated there as “men,” has a wider meaning. It is
the same word that is translated as “male” in Deuteronomy 4:16, the
likeness of male or female. Further, a study of the passage shows that
there is no mention, at that point, of images made bearing either the
female or any type of animal.
Whether or not the King James translator was led by the Spirit
to use “men” in preference to some other, indefinite male creature, it
seems to be a particularly fitting choice of word. In any case, the
passage was chosen not so much to prove a point as to serve as a
point of departure for our closer look at images of men on money,
and a rather significant connection to earthly rulers as we see them
in the images of the book of Daniel. As we dig deeper into these
subjects, our opening verse will take on even greater significance.
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Now let’s return to that dream we mentioned. It was one of
King Nebuchadnezzar’s early dreams, and he was both terrified and
mystified by it. As King of Babylon, he called on all the seers, wise
men, and astrologers of his country to tell him his dream and
interpret it for him.
Of course, none could do this
impossible task and all were
therefore in danger of being
executed, until Daniel, one of the
king’s chosen men, was brought
before him. Daniel then proceeded
to both tell the king his dream and
interpret it for him. These parts of
Daniel’s answer to the king are
presented in the box at the right.
King Nebuchadnezzar was
deeply impressed with Daniel’s
interpretation and gave him much
authority and power. However, it
seems that the dream left a lasting
impression with the king as well.
Nebuchadnezzar the king made an
image of gold, whose height was
threescore cubits, and the breadth
thereof six cubits.3 Daniel had
clearly told him that he was the
head of the image, a head of gold.
Be that as it may, King Nebuchadnezzar made the entire image of
gold. By extension, therefore, he
became the whole works. (This
brings to mind the temptation of
Eve in the Garden of Eden.)
The king demanded that
everyone bow down and worship
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Thou, O king, sawest, and
behold a great image. This great
image, whose brightness was
excellent, stood before thee; and
the form thereof was terrible. This
image's head was of fine gold, his
breast and his arms of silver, his
belly and his thighs of brass, his
legs of iron, his feet part of iron
and part of clay. Thou sawest till
that a stone was cut out without
hands, which smote the image
upon his feet that were of iron and
clay, and brake them to pieces.
Then was the iron, the clay, the
brass, the silver, and the gold;
broken to pieces together, and
became like the chaff of the
summer threshing- floors; and the
wind carried them away, that no
place was found for them: and the
stone that smote the image
became a great mountain, and
filled the whole earth.
This is the dream; and we will
tell the interpretation thereof
before the king. Thou, O king, art
a king of kings: for the God of
heaven hath given thee a kingdom,
power, and strength, and glory.
And wheresoever the children of
men dwell, the beasts of the field
and the fowls of the heaven hath
he given into thine hand, and hath
made thee ruler over them all.
(cont.)
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the image he had set up, and
everyone did, everyone that is,
except for Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego.

Thou art this head of gold. And
after thee shall arise another
kingdom inferior to thee, and
another third kingdom of brass,
which shall bear rule over all the
earth. And the fourth kingdom
shall be strong as iron: forasmuch
as iron breaketh in pieces and
subdueth all things: and as iron
that breaketh all these, shall it
break in pieces and bruise. Daniel
2:31-40.

And so the age of the
Gentiles begins with idol worship.
The king had made an idol of
himself. Nebuchadnezzar didn’t
know that there is a trick to this
idol-worship business. There is a
secret to getting full compliance.
Make your image into money, and money into your image, and don’t
let anyone buy or sell without it. This was to come a little later, and
would reach its final and perfected form at the end of the age of the
Gentiles.
It will be perfected by a beast, a beast . . . out of the sea,
having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns,
and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.4 This beast has a
powerful backer: the dragon gave him his power.5 Of course, the
dragon is that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan,6 who knew
that the secret of idol worship is to have an image without which no
man might buy or sell.7 The seeds of the ultimate graven image were
planted when an image of a man was placed on the money; it was
the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind.8 In the
end, it’s not the size of the image that counts, it’s the necessity of it
that gets our attention.
Men on Money
So now we turn the light of our
investigation directly onto images of men on
money, the men, and the implications of
their appearing there. What I hope to show
is that the historical development of images
on coins is a striking parallel to the
chronology of graven image prohibition in
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Figure 2—King Darius
graven on a gold daric
and about the size of a
dime
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the Scripture. This to me is striking evidence for the inspiration of
the Scriptures as we have received them.
One of the earliest coins with a man’s image was the gold
daric, named for King Darius, the Mede (Figure 2). The Medes and
the Persians took center stage in world history after the reign of
Babylon. The Persians had a silver coin, the sigloi. These coins were
related in that they both bore a representation of Darius’ image, even
if not yet as portrait coins. These images of a man put the monetary
history of the world on the road to hell; they were images with
which to buy and sell. In fact, as history shows, the appearance of
men on money begins not long after Daniel’s interpretation of
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.
Everything Daniel had prophesied did, in fact, come to pass.
Daniel had said, And . . . after thee shall arise another kingdom
inferior to thee. And sure enough, Nebuchadnezzar’s son,
Belshazzar, the last king of Babylon, reigned when Nebuchadnezzar
fell from grace and was banished. Belshazzar’s reign was not one
that honored God, as Daniel pointed out, and, as predicted, he was
soon killed.
The new ruler was Darius the Mede, and he was followed by
Cyrus, king of Persia. These two kingdoms, the Medes and the
Persians, were symbolized by the great horns of the ram that Daniel
saw in his vision9 and then both of these great kingdoms were
defeated by the “king of Grecia,” Alexander the Great, symbolized
in the vision by the “goat with the prominent horn between his
eyes.”
We can follow the conflicts and kingdoms that appear in
Daniel’s vision by looking at the coins of the relevant periods.10 As
already mentioned, one of the earliest coins was the daric, shown in
Figure 2 and issued by the Medes during the late sixth century B.C.
For their part, the Persians had a silver coin, the sigloi, which also
bore the late King Darius’s image. And so it begins with images of
men, even if , to that point, only dead men.
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In the fourth century B.C., we
have several coins struck in Egypt,
during the reign of Ptolemy Soter. For
example, there is a silver coin, the
tetradrachm, struck around 305 B.C.,
which bears a portrait of Alexander the
Great (Figure 3). Five years later, that
same Ptolemy Soter, who proclaimed
himself “a god in his own kingdom
after the tradition of the Pharaohs,”
struck a coin honoring himself (Figure
4) and thus became the first living man
whose portrait appears on a coin.11
Jesus spoke of Satan as the
prince of this world.12 Satan wants
control of this world and everyone in
it. He knows that a way to do it is to
control the money – or those who
control the money. In Chapter 10, we
will discuss at some length how this
happens and the implications it has for
this world.

Figure3—A silver
tetradrachm, an Egyptian
coin picturing Alexander
the Great

Figure4—Another
Egyptian coin, for, the first
time honoring a living
man, Ptolemy Soter

But for now let’s continue to explore
the images used on money even back in
those early days. One thing to note is that
appearing on coins had initially been the
preserve of the gods. Coins honoring Zeus,
Figure5—A coin
the supreme god of the Greeks (Figure 5),
honoring Zeus, the
and Heracles, his son, serve as primary
supreme Greek god
examples. Alexander the Great broke this
tradition, becoming the first mortal to appear on coins. Porteous
points out that in one sense this was because Alexander had become
a virtual god himself.
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As we saw earlier, it wasn’t long before living men appeared
on coins, the first being Ptolemy Soter. This king, who after
Alexander’s death became ruler of the Egyptian portion of the world
Alexander had conquered, was given divine honors and “allowed”
his portrait to be used before his death. However, the Greeks felt
such an action was “presumptuous” and continued in the tradition of
posthumous portraits. The U.S. has this same practice.
A side note here about
Roman coinage is interesting. The
earliest Roman coins bore the
image of an ox. Porteous notes
that, at that time, “The mint was
under the patronage of Juno
Moneta (the Advisor), and it was
probably situated in her temple.
She is pictured on some late
republican coins (Figure 6), and
her name is the origin of the word
“money.”13

Figure 6—A Roman coin
minted under the patronage of
the goddess, Juno Moneta

Initially, gods in human form were the choice for images on
coins. In addition to Heracles and Zeus, early coin images included
Dionysus, the god of Naxos; Arethusa, a river god of Syracuse;
Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love; Bellona, a goddess of war;
Janus, the two-headed god/king of Latium; and Castor and Pollux,
the twin sons of Leda, produced after Zeus disguised himself as a
swan and seduced her.
The word “moneyer” was used to refer to those who made or
ordered the making of coins. During the years of the Roman
Republic, “moneyers” began to stray from the tradition of using the
images of gods on coins. As Porteous puts it, one result was that,
“The coin types of the last century of the Republic compounded
religious and family feeling with political illusion.” He explains that
moneyers tended to choose gods that were connected in some way
with their own families and, on the reverse side of the coin, to use
historical events that showed off the exploits of their own ancestors.
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He concludes that “it therefore required no great leap sometimes to
replace the familiar god by the famous ancestor.”14
A prime example of this
combining of politics and religion,
cited at length by Porteous,15
occurred during the reign of
Augustus (also known as Octavian),
a great-nephew of Julius Caesar, who
later adopted him as his son and heir.
Coins from the last year of
Augustus’ reign as dictator, such as
the one shown in Figure 7, bore the
inscription, “IMP CAESAR DIVI F
AVGVSTVS,” which translates to
“Imperator, Caesar, Son of God,
Augustus.”

Figure 7—A Roman coin
honoring Augustus Caesar,
great-nephew of Julius
Caesar

“Son of God” is more accurately translated as “son of one who
has been made a god.” This refers to the fact that his adopted father
had been deified after his death. In fact, says Porteous, Caesar
Augustus never used his family name, Octavian, on a coin,
preferring instead to link himself to his “divine” ancestor.
Matthew records Jesus asking pointedly, “Whose is this image
and superscription?”16
A natural consequence of all of this, says Porteous, is that the
emperor (which title Augustus was the first to hold), became known
as the “father of his country” (“Pater Patriae”), and of course he and
his family were considered to be related to the people they governed
– and his ancestors became in effect gods of the State. Julius Caesar
and Augustus were formally made gods; later rulers, at least into the
second century A.D., didn’t hesitate to have deceased relatives or
wives deified and commemorated on coins.17
And so, it seems quite reasonable to conclude that it was these
practices that were anticipated and referred to in the command that
we find in Deuteronomy:
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The graven images of their gods shall ye burn with fire:
thou shalt not desire the silver or gold that is on them.
Through small, seemingly insignificant steps, we see that
mankind progressed from representing birds, animals, and reptiles
on coins, to honoring the gods they worshiped by engraving their
images on coins, to elevating men to positions of deification and
then worshipping them through coinage.
Paul writes concerning one who would come, “Who opposeth
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing
himself that he is God.18
This is a reference to the same one that Revelation refers to as
the "beast," especially Chapters 13, and 17. We will come back to
this further on, but for now, perhaps it’s enough to say that the
“fourth kingdom” of Daniel has two representations, first as legs and
feet, and then ten toes. It is during the fourth and last kingdom of the
age of the Gentiles that history finds its end, including the history of
money, but the fourth kingdom is presented in these two
manifestations. When Jesus went to the cross, he hit the image of
this final kingdom in the feet, Daniel 2:34. This was in the time of
Caesar. When Jesus comes again, it will be at the conclusion of the
days of the ten toes, Revelation 17:7-18. This said, we can also say
that:
The monetary history of the Gentiles begins with gods who
look like men, and ends with a man who thinks he’s God.
Caesar claiming to be god on the coinage was not the end of it,
but that was certainly the beginning of the end of it. From our
vantage point in the twenty-first century, we look at this progression
and say, “Clearly, these are men who had lost their way.” But have
we really made any progress away from these practices? Have we
earned the right to think that we can consider the commandments
we’ve read in this chapter as not applying in our own day? Are we
exempt from these rules? These are the questions that we will be
examining – and hopefully answering – in the chapters that follow.

85

For Love or Money One

Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man,
and maketh flesh his arm,
and whose heart departeth from the Lord.19
Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man,
in whom there is no help.20
1

Ezekiel 16:17.
Psalms. 106:19-20
3
Daniel 3:1
4
Revelation 13:1.
5
Revelation 13:2.
6
Revelation 20:2.
7
Revelation 13:17.
8
Genesis 1:12
9
Daniel 8:3-8
10
John Porteous discusses this in some detail in his book Coins, published by
Octopus Books Limited, London.
11
Porteous, op. cit, p. 15
12
John 12:31.
13
Porteous, op. cit., p. 20.
14
Porteous, op. cit., p. 21.
15
Porteous, op. cit., p. 26.
16
Matthew 22:20 The origin of the word “superscription” breaks down to include
“to grave.”
17
Porteous, op. cit., p. 29.
18
2 Thessalonians 2:4
19
Jeremiah 17:5.
20
Psalms 146:3.
2
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Chapter 7
The Authorities of This World
“We have added unto all our sins this evil,
to ask us a king.”1
Our concern with this subject in reference to money is due to
the connection between the last “authority of this world,” the beast
of Revelation Chapter 13, and money. “It’s not over ‘til the fat lady
sings.” In this case, the “fat lady” turns out to be a beast, and it is the
mark or name of that beast, without which no man may buy or sell.2
Of course we know that this is not a unique circumstance of human
history, in the days of Jesus’ time in the flesh, Caesar’s image, and
name was already on the “coin of the realm.” The financial
requirements of governing authorities gives them a vested interest in
the control and or “creation” of money.
Truth in the Bible is not only revealed in ultimate
personification, it is also revealed in principle. This just to say that
we need to learn some lessons from where this is all going that can
be applied to present values, circumstances and attitudes.
Because there are so many apparent contradictions concerning
our relationship to worldly authorities, this is one of the most
difficult subjects of Scripture. On the one hand, we are invited to
have an attitude of submission and obedience to authorities as they
are set up and are used by God to accomplish His purposes,
particularly in the New Testament.3 On the other hand, there are
examples of total disregard for the commands of these authorities.4
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The reason for this may be that the alternatives for God's
people are found in the conflict between the kingdoms of this world
and the Kingdom of God. As the Lord and His Kingdom are
progressively revealed through Scripture, so the kingdoms of this
world are progressively revealed. All the while, men are invited to
make a choice as to which kingdom and which king they will look to
for their substance, provisions, leadership and guidance.
When the sifting and sorting process reaches its point of
greatest refinement, “Satan himself is transformed into an angel of
light to fool if possible the very elect.”5 We see this angel of light as
the beast of Revelation, that final authority of the world whom we
are to totally deny, avoid, and disobey. That will be the final
refinement, the final sifting, the point at which we will need the
greatest discernment to decide to whom we belong, with eternal life
hanging in the balance.
The thrust of the Christian message may have been unbalanced
in favor of obedience and submission, on the assumption that the
authorities of this nation are Christian and thereby due special
consideration and submission. Whatever the reason, we get a better
balance by taking a look at passages which indicate that these
authorities are suspect, are to be looked at and listened to with
discernment, and in certain instances are not to be obeyed.
A good place to begin is with a passage in Hosea where Hosea
as God’s representative is told by the Lord to
…love a woman beloved of her friend, yet an
adulteress, according to the love of the LORD toward the
children of Israel, who look to other gods, and love
flagons of wine.
So I bought her to me for fifteen pieces of silver, and
for an homer of barley, and an half homer of barley: And
I said unto her, Thou shalt abide for me many days; thou
shalt not play the harlot, and thou shalt not be for
another man: so will I also be for thee. For the children
of Israel shall abide many days without a king; and
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without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an
image, and ...6
One of the things that constitutes harlotry is having an earthly
prince. This is in the context of a supposedly godly nation and
recalls God’s initial rebuke about the wickedness of wanting a king.7
This passage brings out once again the analogy of man’s relationship
to God as that of a woman to a man, more specifically, a wife to a
husband. The use of this analogy here, as elsewhere, helps to clarify
the nature of the choice.
In Revelation 17:3, 5, we read:
I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full
of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten
horns. . . . And upon her forehead was a name written,
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT THE MOTHER OF
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
From the immediate context (and the rest of Scripture as well)
it is clear that the “beast” is a system, even a political system, either
a dictatorship or a dictator or both. The woman, “MYSTERY,
BABYLON" is in an influential though dependent relationship to the
“beast.” This relationship mirrors that between Christ and the
Church. As the Church is the bride of Christ, MYSTERY, BABYLON
is the bride of Satan or the bride of the antichrist in the person of the
“beast.” It comes down to a choice between being the bride of the
antichrist or the bride of Christ. In each case, the bride exists in a
dependent relationship to her king: the bride of Christ to the King of
kings, and the bride of the antichrist to the prince and king of this
world.8 This latter bride is a great harlot for the same reason and in
the same sense that the book of Hosea talks about.
All the instructions concerning obedience and submission to
earthly powers must be understood against the background that
earthly kings reign in the absence of total submission to Christ. To
look to them for our keeping, substance, provision, defense, security
and peace is to play the harlot. It was never God’s perfect will to
provide for His people through the kings of this earth. Rather, the
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kings of this earth are used as a fidelity test, a way of strengthening
the faithfulness of God’s people.
A frame of reference that is very helpful in looking for the
appropriate Christian response is to recognize our present
circumstances and then look for the Biblical analogy that most
nearly reflects our situation. Of all the concrete episodes of the Old
Testament that foreshadow our condition today, the periods of
captivity have the most to say to us, and particularly as described in
the book of Daniel. The instruction to God’s people in Revelation is
to “come out of Babylon.”9 That is where we have been, ever since
the destruction of Jerusalem, and that is where Daniel and his three
friends, Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego, were.
Jesus Himself said in Matthew 23:37-38,
"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how
often would I have gathered thy children together, even
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye
would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate."
The New Testament period following the desolation of
Jerusalem found God’s people scattered again – but with a big
difference. The Jerusalem of the Old Testament was only a shadow
of the Jerusalem of the New Testament. God’s people of the Old
Testament were a shadow of the people who would be His in
Christ.10 God’s people in Christ are a people in and of The Spirit.
In Matthew 11:11 Christ speaks to the multitudes, “Verily I say
unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a
greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” Therefore, the passage from
Matthew 23 speaks of the desolation of a shadow, and the scattering
that followed was of a people who could never be scattered in the
most important sense: in the spiritual sense. In the physical sense it
was as though a milkweed pod had been struck, scattering the seeds
to the ends of the earth.
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God had instructed Ezekiel to ask the question, “How should
we then live?”11 We can see in the behavior and lessons of Daniel,
Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego clear and relevant examples for
us to follow in our relations with the authorities of this world. It is
clear that these representatives of God’s people glorified Him in
everything that they did in their faithfulness to His word and
instructions to them, by their faithfulness in prayer and dietary
habits, and in their unwavering obedience and worship of God.
Their presence and influence was found at the highest levels of
power in the kingdom of Babylon, and not because of their
willingness to go along with the edicts of that kingdom. More often
than not, it was because of their unwillingness, thus allowing God to
bare His arm and show His will at the highest levels of power. It was
because of Daniel and his friends’ obedience to God in the presence
of these powers that God was glorified. As a result, they were placed
in positions of high authority.12 They were not indifferent, they were
not separate, they were not irrelevant to the political processes of
their day. On the contrary, they were relevant, concerned and
involved in those processes. This contrasts sharply with what God’s
people have done and been relative to the powers in our own age.
It was only as God’s people were faithful to God in the
presence of those powers that they were blessed. As those powers
saw the light manifested in their lives, they commanded even their
own kingdoms to worship the God of Daniel, Shadrack, Meshack,
and Abednego. God is looking for men to represent Him in the same
way, before the same powers in the Babylon of our own day.
What these earthly powers do is dependent on what God's
people do.
If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn
from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven,
and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.13
The fate of God’s people is in their own hands, whether they
make the choice to be either faithful or unfaithful to Him. In every
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case it is the humility and righteousness of their “ways” in the
presence of the powers that God honors as He pours out His grace
through these earthly kings. When God’s people find themselves in
captivity, it is their faithfulness to God and their attitude of heart that
determine the behavior of those earthly authorities.
God's people were not always in captivity, however. In Judah
and Israel they were under earthly kings established by God in
response to their own request. As far as authorities are concerned,
then, there are at least two sets of circumstances in which God’s
people may find themselves: when the authorities themselves are a
part of the kingdom of God, and when the authorities are alien or not
a part of the kingdom of God. In this latter case it is not the
immediate purpose of the rulers to serve God, and these kings are
more likely to be influenced by the power of Satan.
As we look now at the kings that were set over God’s people, it
is helpful to go back and take a closer look at their origins. Before
Israel began to be governed by kings there was a prophet by the
name of Samuel. One day the “elders of Israel” came to Samuel.
Their request was that they should have a king and a government
over them like those of the nations around them.14 It wasn't just any
kingdom or government that they had asked for. They wanted to be
like the Gentiles.
God's answer to Samuel was that they had not rejected Samuel,
but they had rejected Him.15 Rejection was implicit in their request
to have a king as the Gentiles had.
Samuel was instructed to warn the people as to what to expect:
Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet
protest solemnly unto them, and shew them the manner of
the king that shall reign over them.
And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto the
people that asked of him a king. And he said, This will be
the manner of the king that shall reign over you: He will
take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his
chariots, and to be his horsemen; and some shall run
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before his chariots. And he will appoint him captains
over thousands, and captains over fifties; and will set
them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, and to
make his instruments of war, and instruments of his
chariots. And he will take your daughters to be
confectionaries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers. And
he will take your fields, and your vineyards, and your
oliveyards, even the best of them, and give them to his
servants. And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of
your vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his
servants. And he will take your menservants, and your
maidservants, and your goodliest young men, and your
asses, and put them to his work. He will take the tenth of
your sheep: and ye shall be his servants. And ye shall cry
out in that day because of your king, which ye shall have
chosen you; and the LORD will not hear you in that day.
Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of
Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we will have a king over
us; That we also may be like all the nations; and that our
king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our
battles.16
This was a warning of how bad things would be under an
earthly king and must be seen in that light. Ten percent, that’s how
bad it would be. It wasn’t as though ten percent would be the
minimum or only the beginning. By now, we have certainly gotten
ourselves beyond the ten percent. In the beginning they warned of
ten percent, that the king would take ten percent, and ten percent
should have been warning enough. As a warning, this list should be
considered oppressive by God’s people.
However bad that king’s actions might be, they would have to
obey him. And they were amply warned: Samuel said, “Look, this is
how bad it is going to be; these are the kinds of things that you will
have to obey for wanting to have a king over you.” These excesses
of the king were not to be seen as license to rebel. The whole thrust
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and weight of the warning was precisely that God's people would
have to submit to those demands, those prerogatives of power.
This is not unlike the situation with Adam and Eve. God
warned the woman what to expect as a result of what just happened,
and their having turned from God. Where there had been unity
between them in the garden, Adam would now take upon himself the
power to rule her. She would now be subjected to her husband in a
way that was no part of God’s intention when He first placed them
in the garden.
In the same way, He said to His people in Jerusalem, “You
have rejected your heavenly King; now you will be made subject to
an earthly king.” Whether or not that earthly king was righteous,
merciful, kind, and appropriately just, they would still be required to
submit. This was not because the behavior required by the earthly
king would be righteous, but because the righteousness of God is
found in obedience to His will. In this instance, His will was that
they would have to submit to an earthly instrument of His choosing
as a consequence of rejecting Him. However, they were not – nor are
we – to obey these authorities at the expense of obedience to God.

Where does our obedience to earthly authorities end
and our obedience to God begin?
This has been a very difficult point to determine. Let’s recall
Daniel and his friends in Babylon to see which edicts of an earthly
king they submitted to and which they did not, looking for that
principle which divides disobedience from obedience.
Any time the earthly king demanded worship other than or
superior to God in heaven, they disobeyed. Shadrack, Meshack, and
Abednego refused to bow down and worship an image of an earthly
king, knowing full well that the consequence of their disobedience
was the fiery furnace.
Daniel refused to stop praying in his accustomed manner. He
was commanded to worship an alien god; he was also commanded to
stop worshiping the true God in the God-given way. We see by the
responses that both of these commands are to be disobeyed.
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We might be tempted to rationalize, “Well, if I don’t quite
worship in the way I used to, that is not as bad as committing
idolatry.” Apparently it is so bad that when Daniel refused to give up
his normal pattern of worship, God honored his faithfulness by
shutting the mouths of lions.17
This brings us to the point we’re seeking. When Daniel and the
others were brought before the king for their disobedience, they
were perfectly submissive, both in coming when they were
summoned and in accepting whatever punishment lay in store. Yet
they remained steadfast in their disobedience to the king’s decree –
even in his presence. They trusted totally in God, knowing that He is
faithful Who promised to keep them in the face of whatever the
punishment. We see in this a point of proper submission: God’s
people are to be willing victims of the excesses and tyranny of
earthly kings, just as Jesus was led to the slaughter without a word in
His own defense, trusting completely in our God to deliver us in His
own time and way.
If there are circumstances under which we ourselves are to be
led to the slaughter, what part, if any, are we to have in the betrayal
of our brothers to the same end? At this point disobedience is again
called for. At least two passages seem to make this clear. First, Judas
Iscariot betrayed Jesus Christ at the request of the authorities. Jesus
himself said of that betrayal, "Truly the Son of man goeth, as it was
determined: but woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed!"18
A second passage occurs in Matthew, Mark, and Luke,
referring to the events that will arise prior to the "abomination of
desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel":
Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall
kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my
name's sake. And then shall many be offended, and shall
betray one another, and shall hate one another… But he
that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.19
It is not the one who “endures” but the one who falls by the
wayside who does the betraying. As it was with Cain who slew his

95

For Love or Money One

brother Abel, so it is with the false believer whose sacrifice is
unacceptable, who delivers up the true believer to be persecuted and
killed. Betrayal in this context is condemned. When in the last days
there are those who have avoided being marked by the beast, it is
anything but righteousness to betray them to the authorities, no
matter what the pressure.20
But even where it is our own life that is at stake, our
submission should not be suicidal. On the contrary, in the face of
rejection and persecution in the early church, the brethren fled to go
preach elsewhere;21 even went over the wall in a basket22 or took
some other evasive action on behalf of their own survival.23
Certain minimal provisions or action may be taken in one’s
own defense, usually in the form of evasiveness. This is not
inconsistent with the righteousness of God. However, the betrayal of
others or being an accessory to the excesses of the state against one’s
brothers – or, for that matter, those who are not a part of the
household of God – goes beyond the point of obedience and violates
His righteousness.
To some degree this evil of betrayal is reflected in the Fifth
Amendment protection of the U.S. Constitution. While this
amendment recognizes the right of an individual not to incriminate
himself, it hasn’t been taken to be a protection against the
incrimination of others. However, the unity that should exist in the
body of Christ, and the New Testament teaching with regard to our
oneness,24 precludes the incrimination of others in the body.
Whether or not earthly authorities recognize this extension of
the principle, in God’s sight it applies more to a refusal to betray
others than a refusal to betray oneself. If it violates the righteousness
of God to be a party to the betrayal of others into the hands and
schemes of men, then clearly it is even worse to be the one who
dreams up the schemes that victimize some members of society in
behalf of others.25
Against this background, let’s look at the U.S., where these
questions are particularly difficult. This is because there is no clear-
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cut Biblical example of a system where the people of grace are in
power on this earth. Our founding fathers tried to bring about a state
of affairs where ultimate authority rested in God’s Word. Many
attempts have been made to discredit their faith, and it must be
admitted that not all of them were Biblical Christians.
But this is not as telling a criticism as it might at first appear.
Those who were not Biblical Christians were willing to be a part of
the formation of a government that the Biblical Christians among
them could be at peace about and that did not violate the spirit of
their faith. The Christians had sufficient input and veto power so
that, whatever their percentage of leadership, their influence served
to establish for the first time a system that to the best of its
participants’ knowledge was in harmony with God’s Word. The
system that they created grew to be the envy of the world, 26 mightier
than any nation that had ever been, more productive than any
system, and providing a measure of liberty, happiness, and
prosperity for its citizens that exceeded anything that anyone had
ever known in the past.
At last a system had been set up that derived its just powers
from the consent of the governed and that acknowledged that all of
its power and rights were derived from inherent rights which were
preexistent in the citizenry as a result of the work of the Creator.
However, with all of these accomplishments, there were certain
conflicts and difficulties for Biblical Christians as to their
appropriate response and participation in the affairs of state.
Ultimate responsibility resided with the people, but this
clouded the ability to place responsibility. Our founding fathers
created a system where the enemy, to the extent that there was one,
could properly be spoken of as the people: “Us.” In some ways this
took a natural check off of the power of government. In a sense, we
the people didn’t have to be wary of tyranny any longer because the
government was nothing more than an extension of ourselves.
Although we had been warned that “the price of liberty is eternal
vigilance,” we almost immediately proceeded to fall asleep.27 The
fact that the power resided with the people, and the people soon lost
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sight of their founding principles has become license for whatever
course of action our government chooses to pursue.
As that power, that government, that people moved away from
a familiarity with and a respect for and a desire to obey God’s Word,
their government became a self-motivating, self-justifying sovereign
power that grew increasingly alienated from God. This should come
as no surprise, for this is precisely the pattern that we see throughout
the Old Testament. Time and again God’s blessing on His people
was taken as license, and they were lulled into apathy, decline,
degradation, and tyranny.
There are ways in which the deterioration of liberty in our
country is a blessing. There was a time when God’s people looked
upon this nation as a New Jerusalem.28 Now it is clear that it is not
the New Jerusalem after all, but rather one more example of man’s
vanity and man’s weakness. The U.S. now appears to be in transition
from a once-godly nation to perhaps the greatest Babylon of all. The
reigning Christians, once masters of their fate through the
institutions they had founded, are becoming captive once again, this
time in a Babylon of their own making. But this very captivity is a
blessing if it opens our eyes in the same way that the captivities of
old opened the eyes of God’s people.
It is no longer taken for granted that whatever this country
proclaims or does corresponds to the righteousness of God. That
kind of thinking is ridiculous when it is compared with what this
nation has become. For this reason, we need an increasing measure
of discernment. Now we have to go back to God’s Word rather than
trusting in our own righteousness. We need to weigh the edicts and
decrees of government against God’s Word, particularly as we move
into these last days, lest we become part of the problem rather than
the solution.
This is not to say that Christians have no business being part of
or at the heart of government right now. It was perfectly reasonable
and appropriate for our founding fathers to attempt to set up a
government that reflected the letter, the sense and the spirit of God’s
Word. This should always be the expectation of God’s people,
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whether or not they are in a “Christian” state or nation or in captivity
in an alien land. Witness the relationship of our heroes, Daniel,
Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego to the government of Babylon
and then Persia. They were clearly involved in the affairs of state.
In summary, looking for general principles for the believer’s
relationship to the established powers, we see clearly that the truth
lies somewhere between Romans 13:1-7 and the behavior of Daniel
and his associates in captivity. Our proper response is to be
submissive to the things that states do as they administer the will of
God. We are not to be in rebellion toward the state except and until
it invites us to rebel against God’s Word.
Having said this, we must then recognize the specific nature of
the rebellion that the state invites. The state would tempt us into
false worship, worship of a false object, an object that is the work of
man’s hands. All of this is part of the sifting process, the fidelitytesting process for the sake of separation, purification, refinement,
strengthening, and edification. For Shadrack, Meshack and
Abednego, the temptation was in the form of an image, a golden
image in the form of a man. This was the image of the first head or
ruler of the age of the Gentiles.
For the believer of the last days, the invitation to rebellion is
found in the form of a mark, the name of a world dictatorship or
dictator without which no man will be able to buy or sell. Even here
in the U.S. we are much closer than might first appear. We are
already using a mark to buy and sell: for those of us who “buy and
sell” in the U.S., the mark we are using is the dollar sign. The dollar
sign is formed by using the initials of the name of our country.

The name of a man will be perfectly consistent with our
present direction as we head for the final sifting, the final choice:
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The name of a man or the Word of God.
1

1 Samuel 12:19
Revelation 13:17
3
1 Peter 2:13-14; Romans 13
4
See Exodus 1:17; Matthew 2:12; Acts 4:13-20
5
2 Corinthians 11: 14; Matthew 24:24
6
Hosea 3:1-4
7
1 Samuel 12:17
8
John 14:30
9
Revelation 18:4
10
Because this can be very controversial among theologians, I should quickly add
that, in the author’s understanding, this is not “replacement theology” but rather
what the author calls, “fulfillment theology.”
11
Ezekiel. 33:10
12
See Colossians 2:13-15; Philippians 2:9-11; Ephesians 3:10-11
13
2 Chronicles 7:14
14
1 Samuel 8:5
15
1 Samuel 8:7
16
1 Samuel 8:9-20
17
Daniel 6:22
18
Luke 22:22
19
Matthew 24:9-10, 13
20
Matthew 10:39
21
Acts 13:50-5-1
22
Acts 9:-23-25
23
Acts 8:1
24
1 Corinthians 12: 12-27
25
Isaiah 32:1-8
26
Ezekiel 16:14
27
This is like what the early Church. “For one brief shining moment” the Church
lit up the world like a flash bulb. It was quickly torn apart by religious multi-level
marketers (Acts 20:28-31). They are still with us to this day. In fact, the promise is
that they will only get worse as the end of the age approaches.
28
See The Light and The Glory by David Manuel and Peter Marshall.
2
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Chapter 8
Government Programs
“And Satan stood up against Israel,
and provoked David to number Israel.”1
As we examine the Bible, we can discover principles to
distinguish the good from the bad where government activities are
concerned. Let’s begin with the theocracy of God’s people in Israel,
the programs of God’s kings. We must remember, first of all, that
the whole theocratic system of the kings of Judah and Israel was at
best a shadow of things to come, the ultimate form of which is the
spiritual kingdom of God, a kingdom not of this world,2 a kingdom
over which Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords.
At worst, the Old Testament system of kings was an attempt to
emulate the nations around them, compounded by rejection of God.
We should also remember that Israel and Judah had geographical
boundaries; they were kingdoms of this world. We have to be very
careful about an un-resurrected reliance on their example, lest we try
to impose the behavioral patterns or institutions of Judah and Israel
on some kind of “New Testament” yet earthly kingdom. Those who
were looking for an immediate earthly kingdom on Christ’s first
coming, and who attempted to make Him king by force, were
rebuked by the Lord as not really appreciating what He was all
about.
The New Testament people of God are part of a kingdom that
is not of this world. It would be a mistake to suppose that those
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things that were appropriate for the kings of Judah and Israel are
appropriate for a king over some earthly kingdom today. This said,
there still remain some relevant lessons to be learned from the
actions and the relationship between the authorities of Judah and
Israel and the people of God. These are concrete lessons whose
ultimate implications are relevant to a spiritual kingdom.
For instance, the importance of “physical place” in the Old
Testament foreshadows the importance of “spiritual place” in the
New Testament. We see that in the Old Testament the children of
God were invited by Him to go into a geographical area, wipe out
the inhabitants, set up an earthly kingdom, and keep and bear arms
in defense of that geographical place. This does not translate to or
justify the maintenance or defense by force of a geographical place
today. Rather, this is a picture of the way we gain and keep a
spiritual place, for, according to Ephesians 6:12, we are not
wrestling against flesh and blood, but against principalities and
powers and spiritual wickedness in high places.
Once we acknowledge the validity of this transition from the
physical to the spiritual, then the behavior of God’s people in the
physical kingdom has much to say to us concerning our appropriate
behavior in the spiritual kingdom. If we fail to make this transition,
we are still in bondage under the old system and alienated from the
liberty that is only ours in the presence of the Spirit of the Lord.3
New Testament lessons have their impact primarily, if not
exclusively, in the spiritual realm and, therefore, have little or
nothing to teach us about appropriate physical action in defense of
geographical borders in today’s earthly kingdoms. Once we see this,
we can put to rest a good deal of false teaching and false claims of
godly wars. The idea that God’s people are called to fight physically
and shed blood as nation rises against nation and kingdom against
kingdom4 has no Biblical basis once the Old Testament is seen from
a New Testament perspective.
Turning once again to our own system, we see that the limits
of government are embodied in the Declaration of Independence:
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“To secure these rights,
5
governments are instituted among men. . . .”
The implications of that statement in context are that there are
actions appropriate to governments for the purpose of making the
God-given rights “secure.” To better focus on this defensive
responsibility, namely, the securing of rights, let’s first look at
aggressive government programs. We will then come back to this
defensive function to see it in the total context of proper
governmental action.
As a nation we have fallen away from a proper identification
and understanding of the rights guaranteed by our forefathers. In the
absence of that understanding, we cannot possibly discern what is
the correct and appropriate use of force in their defense. For the
moment, we will put aside their defense or implementation and look
more closely at what it is that we are talking about defending or
implementing.
The “rights” mentioned in the Declaration of Independence
defined and set limits to individual freedom in a social context.
These rights were primarily seen as defensive; that is, they said to
the world that one should not use force against another person,
except to retaliate when that other person initiates force against him.
These rights were never intrusive; that is, they were never a
license to impose our will on others, not even when the imposition
seemed reasonable and the neighbor obstinate. It was not the right to
force to conform or compel that was recognized, but the right not to
conform, not to be compelled, as long as a person lived at peace with
his or her neighbor.
This contrasts sharply with our present concept of rights. A
modern “right” is not only a license; it is a mandate for aggression.
At the birth of our nation, individuals were acknowledged to have
the right to be peacefully wrong; today, they are granted the “right”
to be forcefully or “politically” correct. The latter violates the spirit
of the former. The original and valid concept limits government; the
later and fraudulent concept empowers government. Our Declaration
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said that, "to secure these rights, governments are instituted among
men. . . .” Today this has been perverted to read by implication, “To
violate these rights for good purposes, governments are instituted
among men.”
At a time when nothing and no one is private unless he has
been untouched by items shipped in interstate commerce, these
modern rights are especially intrusive. In the context of an
increasingly omnipresent government, equal rights for the sexes
means, in practice, no rights as the sexes.
The interstate commerce clause of the Constitution has often
been used as leverage for Federal government involvement in
activities long thought to be private affairs. There used to be many
organizations and associations that were specifically male or female
in their membership, that have long since lost their right of
association according to gender.
Now, let’s look at these rights in light of Scripture. We should
remember that even non-combatant or non-defensive governmental
functions such as social services, as seen in the Old Testament, are
shadows of things to come. The provisions that the children of God
may have found at the hand of King David, which we’re going to
look at in just a moment, are mere shadows of the provisions that the
children of God find at the hand of Christ. As shadows or examples,
they are meant to picture for us the working of an internal grace, not
an external force.
What were some of these provisional or social service
programs in Judah and Israel? The king had a forestry program.6
There was a king's unit of weight.7 Therefore the king had a
monetary function. There was even an occasion when David blessed
everyone with a chicken in every pot,8 and some gold from the
treasury. There were government building programs.9 In the face of
some of these building programs, David felt guilty for the comfort
he found when residing in his own house while there was no like
place for God.
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In this connection we might note that, while it was time to
build a temple, it was not to be built by David, because his hands
had shed so much blood.10 It would be for Solomon to build the
temple. This foreshadowed the final Son, Jesus, who would build yet
another temple exceeding in glory that of Solomon, as Solomon’s
exceeded in glory that of Nehemiah.11 That final temple was to be
the believers of the New Testament.12
Virtually all of these programs, acceptable to God, dealt with
the necessary provision for building the house of God, and thereby
have their focus in the ultimate building program of the New
Testament. This is not to be accomplished by the kings of this earth.
It is against the enormous weight of these acceptable programs,
as well as their proper understanding, that the sin of David’s
numbering of the children of Israel, which we cite in the quotation
that opens this chapter, stands in such stark contrast. In the Biblical
context, “numbering the people” is the equivalent of a present day
census or perhaps even more specifically like registering for the
draft. Where the Old Testament people of God are concerned, the
some thoughts that appear to be important in this connection, are:
first that this is to be done when God indicates the need; two, that a
one half shekel uniform “temple tax” be collected at the time of the
registration; three, that the males twenty years old and up are
counted or numbered; four, that this “temple tax is also identified as
“atonement money;”13 and five, that this registration seems to be a
way of determining their fighting strength, at least in the flesh.14
With all that was acceptable for David to do, David was
rebuked for numbering the children of God.15 If he, an example or
shadow of the One to come, was rebuked, how much more is it
improper for ungodly kings to number God’s people?
And why was this such a grievous sin on David’s part? Simply
because the people of God were not David’s to number.16 If David
prefigured Christ in the things that were permissible, and the people
of God are Christ’s to number,17 there must be a key distinction here
if, with all that David points to in Christ, it was improper for him to
number the children of God, how much more is it improper for
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Gentile kings – Babylonian, Persian, Greek, and Roman kings – to
number the children of God as though they belong to them?
It is precisely against this background, and in this spirit, that
we see the numbering of the people going on today. This numbering
by David was not an isolated not-to-be-repeated event. That spirit
that Satan put into his heart to number the children of God as if they
belonged to him is precisely the spirit put into the heart of today's
kings who number the people as though they belong to them. These
kings exalt themselves above everything that is called God,18
claiming the people as their own property.
Just as it was Satan at work in David, it is Satan at work today.
Today’s kings do the same thing for the same reason. It is in this
light that the magnitude of this particular transgression is to be
understood, as we see everywhere, even now, that men – even the
children of God – are caught up in this numbering process. The spirit
and implications of this are that we belong to earthly leaders and not
to a heavenly God. Numbering the people is a favorite governmental
program even for a godly government.
Now let’s go back and look at some of the less godly
governments that Scripture presents and see whether or not we can
find any meaning or common denominators in their programs. One
of the first public works projects that we find in the Bible is the
tower of Babel.19 (Noah's ark was private, and commanded by God.)
Nimrod, who became a mighty hunter of the earth, was Babel’s
founder.20 At that time all men spoke a common language. Perhaps
their ability to communicate, along with the life expectancy in those
days, made them too smart for their own good. They tried to reach
heaven on their own strength, by their own doing. They tried to
make a name for themselves, and God was sorely displeased. He
confounded their language, and they were scattered. In this instance,
the government program was getting to heaven by the power of the
flesh and to make a name for themselves.
We don’t have a clear picture of government programs in
many areas over many of the centuries told about in the Old
Testament. However, we know that Babylon, or Chaldea, as it was
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then called, the land from which Abraham came, was a place where
idol worship was the order of the day.21 And we know quite a bit –
in vivid detail – about the wickedness, depravity, and degradation
that filled the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Clearly, if there were
government programs in these cities, they fostered an environment
where all kinds of immorality prospered.
The next prime example of government programs occurred in
Egypt. By the time of Christ, Egypt was serving as a refuge for the
family of Jesus when they sought to escape Herod’s killing of the
children. And initially it was a place of shelter, a haven, when God
sent Joseph there to make a place for His people in anticipation of
the coming famine. However, it soon degenerated into a place where
genocide was the order of the day, when Pharaoh, seeing a threat to
his power, sent out word that all of the young males were to be
killed.22 Besides genocide, subjugation of God's people,23 various
kinds of monument building, and idolatry, we see Pharaoh in his last
days doing miracles and wonders, imitating many that God did
through His servant Moses, as Pharaoh wrestles to retain possession
of God’s people.24
In Ezekiel, chapters 28 and 29, God speaks through His
prophet to earthly kings, namely the king of Tyrus and Pharaoh. He
talks to them as though they were Satan, or talks to Satan through
these kings. This indicates that Satan is the power behind the
thrones.
One of the key elements of government programs rebuked by
God through His prophet Ezekiel is a preoccupation with
merchandise.25 We see the riches and wealth, the getting of gain, the
laying up of treasure on earth, the building of empire, expansion and
nationalistic covetousness under these Gentile kings. Governmental
authorities one way or another fall victim to their own power and
exalt themselves above God. Satan serves as the example. From this
“merchandise” wisdom, earthly riches, gold, silver and power,
comes a strong, often irresistible, corrupting influence. Satan, the
power behind these earthly kings, is that old deceiver who does great
signs and wonders to fool, if possible, even the very elect.26
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In Exodus and the books that follow, we have the story of the
wilderness years. The judges of Israel then become central where
government is concerned. But we also get a picture of the nations
around them as they are told to go in and possess the land of
promise, totally eliminating all that had been there, lest they get
caught up in the idolatry of that land. Here we see once again that
idolatry is the preoccupation of government outside of God’s
kingdom. Idolatry is a specialty of the Gentiles. The people of
injustice have as their medium of exchange the graven image.

A graven image is an alternative to God.
Biblically, God provides the only way to deal with sin.
Governments, however, attempt to provide alternative ways to
handle the sin problem. A currently popular expression related to the
covering up of financial sin is “laundering funds.” Basically, it
means to conduct a cash transaction in such a way that the sources
and end uses of the funds are hidden. This is done by creating a
devious path from the source to the end. The term is used to describe
the transactions of private individuals and institutions.
But the most effective laundering mechanism that exists in our
society today is the government itself. It has become an institution,
which is first and foremost a laundry for funds. The government
obscures the source, the ultimate recipient, and the route by which
funds go from one to the other. This frees recipients from guilt
(covers the sin) and keeps the victims from recognizing the fact that
they have been “taken.” It uses precisely the same principle that it
condemns in the private sector.
The sin is that we are incapable of paying our own way. Using
deceptive governmental practices to cover up this sin, only
compounds the problem. It is compounded as the government tries
to convince us that we are capable. It does this with a cover-up. The
cover-up that it uses is a graven image, printing press money, the
depreciation of money as an alternative to God’s remedy. We will be
discussing this in greater depth and in other aspects in later chapters.
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The children of God didn't obey God. They didn’t completely
eliminate the Gentiles when they went into the Land of Promise, and
like the nations around them they fell into idolatry too. So have we.
They were contaminated by the Gentile practices. So are we. There
were times of captivity and destruction. There were times of
repentance and deliverance. Finally the earthly kingdom of God
collapsed into an idolatrous state. During the period of the judges,
they looked to other gods. Next, they turned to a reliance on
governmental systems like those of the Gentiles around them.
Having rejected God, they wanted an earthly king. Perhaps it’s no
coincidence that the number of dysfunctional cycles that led up to
Israel giving birth to her first dysfunctional king was nine.27
They were warned about what to expect from a king. When the
kingdom collapsed, the children of God eventually went captive into
Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar. In this connection, one of the first
governmental programs that we see in Babylon is the rape and
robbery of God's house.28 Next, we see the king as one who would
provide meat;29 we see this provision rejected by the representatives
of God’s people brought in to be counsel to the king.
We also see the inability of the king’s brain trust to interpret
his dream; we see that Daniel, as he humbles himself and seeks the
Lord’s face and gives glory to God, is given the ability to tell the
king what he dreamed and to make the interpretation.30 We also see
that the king is carried away with the idea that he is the head of gold
in his dream and proceeds to build an image of gold and invite –
nay, command – people to worship. Here we have a government
program that consists of a decree that all citizens worship the image
of the king.31
Finally, we are presented with two more variations on this
program. One occurs at the time of the Christmas story, according to
Luke 2:1-6. Here we see that one of the favorite programs,
numbering and taxing people, serves unknowingly as an instrument
of God. Caesar, by his decree, is used as the key instrument to bring
about the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecy as to the place
of Jesus’ birth.32 The final version of this program, consistent with
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that of Caesar Augustus, is the numbering and taxation inherent in
the “mark of the beast.”33 This latter day version is performed by
one who thinks to change times and customs,34 as he turns the world
upside down on behalf of his own good ideas.
This program of numbering and taxing is one that runs
throughout all of the others. All these programs, beginning with the
tower of Babel, ultimately have as their object the “mark of the
beast,” without which no man will buy or sell.
When Caesar put this program into effect, God used it to get
His people to the place He said that they would be for the coming of
the Messiah. That place was Bethlehem, and the one pregnant with
the Messiah was Mary, the wife of Joseph.35 When the beast puts
this program into effect, God will again use that program to get His
people to the place where He has said they must be for the second
coming of Christ.36 Inherent in the mark is the fulfillment of all the
other attempts of man to make a name for himself, to be the master
of his own fate, to rely on his own righteousness, to pay his own
way. It all turns out to be a snare, the snare of the Devil,37 for the
purpose of enslavement. The kings of the earth are bent on
conquest.38 Christ, on the other hand, came to set men free.39
In the first instance, it was a geographical place that was in
view, but in the final analysis it is a place in The Spirit. It is
critically important to understand this!
As these government programs are progressively revealed, a
distillation takes place from the variety of the Old Testament to the
narrowness of the New Testament. The orientation of governments
in the Old Testament, strongly focused on idolatry and idolatrous
behavior, narrows down, and by the time of the New Testament has
as its focus money and taxation. The final result is that the people
actually become the money. By allowing the image of the beast to be
graven on us, we are allowed or empowered to buy and sell into the
world’s system in its final form. We ourselves become the mediums
of exchange. As we/they do, we/they are totally enslaved and totally
stripped naked to the central authority of the world.
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What can this mean??? It means that the content of the heart is
still that of a merchant rather than a lover. We are meant to be lovers
in training, not merchants in practice.
One of the most pervasive government programs is that of
conquering. In Revelation 6:2, we see the first horseman of the
Apocalypse on a white horse going forth to conquer. We see the
Lord talking about nation rising against nation and kingdom against
kingdom in Matthew 24:7. One of the favorite pastimes of
governments is conquering people and enslaving them. It is Satan
himself who would conquer and enslave us all. We also see that,
except on those rare occasions when God’s people are humbling
themselves, seeking His face, praying to Him, and turning from their
wicked ways,40 the conquering instinct is operative. The key here is
the content of the heart, what or who it is that has conquered our
heart.
Governments act more to enslave than to liberate, but the
determining factors are the attitude of God’s people and their
faithfulness to Him. That is the common element in those relatively
few times when these governments are a blessing rather than a curse.
When God’s people are out of His will, the one constant and driving
goal of government is to conquer on behalf of Satan.
As we look at governments and their programs, we must
consider whether or not what they do is in response to the glory of
God. In the cases we have looked at, whether it is a Pharaoh
ordering the Jewish midwives to let the children die or Herod out to
kill the Messiah, whether it is Nebuchadnezzar looking for worship
or the beast with a numbering system, these kings work under God’s
control. In some cases obedience to them is the proper response; in
other cases disobedience is the proper response. The actions of these
kings force us to have discernment and faithfulness to God.41 Their
ministry is the teaching of discernment; the testing of faithfulness, as
they are used by God to refine His people, try them, test them, and
strengthen them at every point.
As we are built up in this way, we will become more
discerning, more faithful, and more obedient to God in our response
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to those programs that too often offer the wrong answer to the
question:

What’s keeping you?

1

1 Chronicles 21:1
John 18:36
3
2 Corinthians 3:17
4
Matthew 24:7
5
See Appendix B - Chapter 8 Declaration of Independence, for a recent horror
story in connection with this nation’s drift away from the values it once held dear.
6
Nehemiah 2:8ni
7
2 Samuel 14:26.
8
1 Chronicles 16:3
9
1 Chronicles 22:2–6
10
1 Chronicles 22:8
11
Haggai 2:9
12
1 Corinthians 3:16–17
13
Exodus 30:11-16
14
Numbers 1:1-3
15
1 Chronicles 21:1–17
16
1 Chronicles 21:3
17
Revelation 3:12, 7:4-17
18
2 Thessalonians 2:4
19
Genesis 11
20
Genesis 10:8–10
21
Joshua 24:2
22
Exodus 1:22
23
Exodus 1:14
24
Exodus 7:11
25
Ezekiel 28:16
26
See Revelation 12:9 and 13:14; Matthew 24:24
27
See Appendix C - Chapter 8 - Cycles and Judges of Israel, for a chart on that
information.
28
2 Kings 24:13
29
Daniel 1:10
30
Daniel 2:27–28
31
Daniel 3:1–6
2
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32

Micah 5:2
Revelation 14:9–10
34
Daniel 7:23–25
35
Luke 1:2-7
36
Revelation 20:4-6
37
2 Timothy 2:26
38
Revelation 6:2
39
Galatians 5:1, 2 Corinthians 3:17
40
2 Chronicles 7:14
41
Matthew 24:4
33
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Chapter 9
Corruptible Things
“Six hundred threescore and six talents of gold.”1
I would like to discuss the process of corruption in two ways:
first, from the Biblical perspective and then, in light of that, the way
corruption works in the secular world, the historical world. Perhaps
we can then determine whether it is legitimate to draw a parallel, as
we have been doing, between the corruption that the Bible portrays
and corruption in the world where money in general, and gold in
particular, is concerned. Along the way, we will also be looking at
the meaning of the number about which we are invited to have
wisdom and understanding, “six hundred threescore and six.”2
In the Bible there are ways in which the corruption of silver is
slightly different from the corruption of gold.
In our discussion of corruption we will be using the word as
the Scriptures use it. This is not about a person or a substance having
a will of its own, and using it to make bad choices. This is about a
corrupt use that taints the thing corrupted. For instance, The Bible
describes as “good” the gold as God provided it. It wasn’t as though
this was the result of a choice that gold made. It was because it was
the provision of God to meet a real human need. In the Biblical
sense or use of the word “corrupt” it was what humans chose to do
with it that made it corrupt. “Bad company corrupts good gold.”
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In this chapter we will be focusing on what man has chosen to
do with God’s provision in the form of gold and silver, and
particularly in connection with the number 6.
From time to time throughout the Old Testament both gold and
silver are used for money. To mention just one of many instances,
David purchased the land on which the temple was built for 600
shekels of gold.3 In light of the final corruption where “numbers” are
concerned, 600 shekels is an interesting price tag. On the other hand,
Abraham purchased a piece of land to serve as a burial ground for
himself and his sons for four hundred shekels of silver.4 Later, in
Exodus 30:13-16, we see one half-shekel weight of silver being
required as atonement money, no more, no less, whether rich or
poor.
Thus, both metals have been used for money, but there is one
particular kind of transaction where gold is uniquely absent:
payment for betrayal. Whether it is Delilah betraying the source of
Samson’s strength5 or Judas Iscariot betraying Jesus,6 the transaction
money of betrayal is silver For some reason, gold is not used, at
least not in the Scripture, for that purpose. If betrayal is an aspect of
corruption, then one of the things that makes a purchasing medium
corrupt is its use. Of course, of necessity, there is an economy of
words in the Scripture, so we are looking for answers based on the
evidence we have at hand.
Mixing or alloying can also corrupt metal. Here again, we see
that gold is untouched from this particular form of corruption. But
Isaiah says, “Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with
water.”7 This is not to ignore electrum, the alloy of gold and silver
used in one of the early coins of the Persian Empire. Our concern
here, however, is with the Biblical clues concerning that which God
calls corruption in the medium of exchange.
Next is the corrupting influence that comes when there is such
abundance that the individual unit loses value. It is here that the
depreciation of money has its most immediate impact. The
depreciation of money is the result of an increase in the purchasing
media such that each individual unit loses a proportion of its ability
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to command goods in the marketplace. Simply put, that translates to
loss of purchasing power. Again, we don't see the corrupting of the
purchasing power of gold that we see with that of silver, which in
the days of Solomon became so abundant as to be considered of little
value.8 Perhaps it helps in understanding corruption in this sense to
provide an example. Let’s say that yesterday you had enough of the
medium of exchange to exchange it for an automobile, i.e., to buy a
car. But overnight, someone increased the quantity of the medium of
exchange, and you were not included in the increase. Let’s say that
the medium of exchange was doubled. Today you go to buy the car
with the quantity that you had yesterday, only to discover that today
you need twice that much to buy the car. What happened to the
purchasing power of your money? It was “corrupted” and without
any one even touching it.
Looking at these differences in the treatment and history of
these two metals as brought out in the Bible, we discover something
special about gold. While it is not used to the same extent as silver in
daily exchanges, nonetheless as an actual circulating medium it
stands as a repository of wealth that is less influenced by the
corruption of value to which silver is subject. It seems that gold as a
monetary metal is saved for a particular corruption. This corruption
ultimately affects silver as well but has particular relevance to gold,
gold which in Genesis is called “good.”
It is this facet of corruption, a thread that runs throughout
Scripture from beginning to end, that is of primary interest in this
chapter. In the beginning gold was good. By the time of the New
Testament it is a corruptible thing,9 not corrupt, but “corruptible.”
We look now at the process of corruption.
Perhaps a good place to begin is with Abraham, who was rich
in cattle, silver, and gold.10 We recall that in those days cattle were
used as money. Gold was corrupted by making a false god out of it,
the golden calf.11 The Israelites made a god of gold. The substance
was gold; the image was cattle. In either case they had made a god
of that which was considered riches in Abraham's day. Again,
“pecus” meaning cattle, and also the root of “pecuniary,” they had
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managed to begin their journey in
the wilderness by making a god of
mammon. The box at the right
gives the actual verse from
Revelation that details the ultimate
corruption.

Here is wisdom. Let him that
hath understanding count the
number of the beast: for it is the
number of a man; and his number
is Six hundred threescore and six.
Revelation 13:18

We are invited here and in Matthew, Mark, and Luke to
understand that we are looking at something that needs wisdom and
discernment: the revelation of the “abomination of desolation”
spoken of by the prophet Daniel.12 This is the same subject that calls
for wisdom and understanding as the name “666.”
These numbers are the key to our understanding of all that is
involved in the corruption of gold, and they bring us to the next
major milepost on the road to understanding how gold has become
corrupt. As we read above, the number of a man is 666. Comparing
the story of David and Goliath with that of Daniel, in the light of
Revelation, we will get insight into this “man,” this beast, and we
will see how he is once again connected to that element of
corruption that we discussed earlier, shameful nakedness.
Daniel was told of the dream image of Nebuchadnezzar. That
image, which he interprets, gives prophetic insight into the future
history of the world, specifically the four kingdoms that will arise
and dominate that history, namely, Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece,
and Rome in two manifestations. In Daniel, Chapter 2, the last
kingdom, Rome, is first represented by legs and feet and then finally
as ten toes. This “four kingdom” scenario corresponds to the age of
the Gentiles to which we have referred in earlier chapters.
It is at the time of this last kingdom that The Messiah would
come. He would come as a stone not cut out with human hands, and
would hit the image on the foot, smash it, and reduce it to dust to be
carried away by the wind, to be found no more. According to Daniel
2:35, the stone, The Messiah, Christ, the body of Christ, the
kingdom of God would grow to be a mighty mountain to encompass
the whole earth. It is explained to us that this is Jesus Christ, the
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King of kings and Lord of lords, destroying the enemy as “… the
kingdoms of this world become the kingdom of our Lord.”13
Notice the parallel between that prophecy and the story of
David and Goliath. Goliath is a strong, horrible enemy of God’s
people. He is the personification of the archetypal enemy of God’s
people. He is not brought down by any human hand but by a stone
thrown by a shepherd boy, a boy small and unskilled in things of
war. Weak in the flesh, David was therefore able to glorify God as
he slew Goliath.
David rejected the armor of Saul in favor of five smooth stones
from the nearby river. They were in fact, stones “not cut out with
human hands.” It is one of these stones thrown by David that slays
the enemy of God’s people. In this case, the wound was to the head.
The fact that it was a head wound rather than a hit on the foot
shouldn’t bother us too much, for we are told that the beast has
seven heads and ten horns, and one of the heads appears to have a
14
wound. The parallel is so striking that we are compelled to look
deeper, and as we do, we find the number six is very important
15
where Goliath is concerned. He is six cubits tall. The head of his
spear is made of six hundred shekels of iron. The sons of Goliath
have six fingers and six toes on their hands and feet.16
According to Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible,
Goliath is a name derived from a root word in the Hebrew, “galah,”
which means “to denude (especially in a disgraceful sense); by
implication to exile (captives being usually stripped); figuratively to
reveal... (carry, lead, go) captive (into captivity)... remove, reveal,
shamelessly shew, surely tell, uncover.”
Thus, as promised, we see how the element of nakedness is
tied into the beast, the enemy of God’s people, along with the sixes.
In fact, in the story of David and Goliath the enemy has as his very
name, “shameful nakedness.” This is a shadow of the ultimate
shameful nakedness inherent in the “mark of the beast.” Remember
how the children of God made the golden calf and then took off their
clothes and danced.17 Moses rebuked Aaron for making the children
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naked to their own shame. Here, too, in the very name of David’s
foe, shame and nakedness are wedded once again.
The next important milepost as we trace the corruption process
is found in 1 Kings 10:14. Once again it involves gold, in this case
the quantity of gold that King Solomon received in one year, 666
talents. This is the first occurrence of the number “six hundred
threescore and six” in the Bible. In fact, except for the number of
one of the tribes, counted after their return from exile, which differs
in the two places where it is recorded,18 this is the only other
occurrence in the Bible outside of the “mark of the beast.” Our
wisdom and understanding then is invited to understand the
relationship of the number with this monetary metal.
The next interesting passage concerning the corruption of gold
is found in Isaiah 30:22. Here, the gold (and silver, too, as it
happens) has been formed in the image of false gods. The speaker
foretells that such images and idols will be discarded, like a
menstrual cloth, which in the Old Testament is unclean, or corrupt,
and is thrown away. The writer has picked not just any old piece of
trash to compare these idols to; he has picked the most unclean item
he could think of.
For another example of how gold can become corrupt, we can
look again at Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.19
Nebuchadnezzar is told that he himself is the head of gold. Not only
is he the head of gold, representing his kingdom, but he is the actual
head over that kingdom of gold. This news goes to
Nebuchadnezzar's head, and he decides to make a golden image.
This time it is the image of a man, an image of the first head over the
age of the Gentiles.20 That image was six cubits wide and sixty
cubits high, according to Daniel 3:1.
In Ezekiel 16:17 we see another mention of images of men
made from gold; here the verse explicitly states that these images are
being used for prostitution. Again this is a corrupt use of this special
metal that God has called good and given to His people as a gift.
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We have seen this gold, which was originally good, corrupted
by several means that link it to the number of the beast. We have
seen that there has been a progression in the corrupting process from
being cast in the image of a calf up to and including images of men.
The numbers associated with Nebuchadnezzar's image of a man, the
first head over the age of the Gentiles, six cubits wide and sixty
cubits high, link it to the image of the last head over the age of the
Gentiles, according to Daniel 7:23-26 and Luke 21:24.
As noted before, silver has not been exempt from the same
corrupting process, but gold has more to tell us. The corruption of
gold goes right to the root of wealth and proceeds to the point where
gold won't even buy a loaf of bread.21 The “mark of the beast”
without which no man will buy or sell is the ultimate corruption.
In any case, with these mileposts of corruption situated as they
are throughout the Old Testament, we find, by the time we get to the
New Testament, that:
“we won't be redeemed by corruptible things, as silver and
gold.”22
Further, we see Peter ministering to a lame man in Acts 3:6
and saying to him, “Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have
give I thee.” And the man was made whole! In Matthew 6:24, Christ
states, “No man can serve two masters ... Ye cannot serve God and
mammon (money).”
These, then, would appear to be the highlights in the
devolution of gold from a Biblical point of view. Now let’s look at
the secular side of the process, and finally at the motivating force
behind the corruption.
From a secular standpoint, money evolves out of barter.
Primitive people trade goods and services among themselves without
the use of money. This is inconvenient for a number of reasons, one
being that you must find someone who has what you want and also
wants what you have. Economists call this the “double coincidence
of wants.” Since this is a difficult situation to find, men began to
look for some common denominator of value. This became the
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medium of exchange, and, once it was found, the need for the double
coincidence of wants was eliminated. In this way, it became possible
for you to trade what you have for a purchasing medium and hold
that medium until you could find somebody who had what you
wanted and in turn was willing to accept that purchasing medium. A
requirement of this process was that the common denominator had to
be freely acceptable to all participants.
In the Western world, as well as Russia, China, Japan, and
North Africa, the good in terms of which all others are measured
(when available) is gold, at least it used to be, particularly in
international trading. Silver served this purpose to a greater extent in
domestic trading, and for smaller transactions. Once the medium of
exchange was identified, wealth could be quantified for tax
purposes, and governments began to tax it. Perhaps it sounds
premature to speak of enslavement, but to the degree that the fruits
of one’s labors are taken by force by someone else, to that degree we
are enslaved.
The means by which governments take control over this
common denominator of value is to put their mark upon it. It is at
this point that the depreciation of money begins. Sooner or later, the
government insists that men deal with the metal and only the metal
that bears its mark. This becomes “the coin of the realm.” It isn’t as
though other purchasing medium is made illegal, but rather by the
use of “legal tender” laws, other purchasing media are forced out of
the market place. By that simple step, the government gains control
over the common denominator metal in its function as money.
However, there are still limitations to the government’s
ownership of the money, corresponding to the degree that the
monetary system contains something of substance, particularly a
substance over which the government has no control. For this reason
the government has a vested interest in having the people rely more
on its mark than on the substance.
During the Roman period, for instance, the mark on the money
was the image of Caesar. Because the people were more reliant on
the image than the substance, Caesar was able to progressively
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corrupt the substance, then remove the substance, and otherwise
debauch the currency.
The practice consisted of melting down and/or mixing the gold
or silver with a metal of lesser value. Hence, the statement in Isaiah
1:22, Thy silver is become dross. . . . The coins were then reissued,
keeping the surplus metal to make more coins. In this way the
government wound up with more images than at the beginning,
using less of its precious metal for each one. This was a progressive
practice. The currency contained less and less of real value as the
government employed successive rounds of debasement and as the
people became more and more reliant on the mark. (We are
reminded of this once again, even as I write or rewrite. The value of
copper has now risen enough to make the metal more valuable than
the fiat value of the “pennies” that are made of it.)
There were issues of coin in which the process went from gold
to silver to bronze and finally iron, all having the same image and
claiming to be the same denomination. Even the iron was debased to
the point of gravel. In all of this, the greatest beneficiary of the
confiscated value is the financial sector or “community.” It was,
however, very inconvenient, due to the mechanics of the metallic
coinage. The requirement that the government physically handle the
coins in order to melt and re-strike made this a costly process.
Once the printing press came along, it was a new ball game. It
then became a simple matter of transferring the mark, to which the
people had already become accustomed, to paper. Once the people
accepted the mark on the paper, it was a small next step to remove
the original substance altogether. At that point we were left with
nothing but images on paper.
That eliminated the difficulty of having to call in the coin in
order to debase the currency. All that was necessary was to print
more of the paper images. This made it possible to corrupt the
money more rapidly and much more thoroughly. The government’s
control of the money will come to an end when the paper is worth no
more after it is printed than before. As that point approaches, the
people wake up to what is happening, and they refuse to deal in the
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official or legal or fiat money any longer. When the people repudiate
the currency, the government will be forced to institute a monetary
reform. Otherwise, it will have lost its hold on the substance of the
people.
At the point of repudiation, the people will begin to trade with
one another by barter. This will make it impossible to quantify
transactions for tax purposes. The government will then have lost its
ability to maintain itself. Not only will it lose its ability to tax, but,
since its money will be refused by the people, it will not be able play
the “deficit spending” game any longer either.
Deficit spending of course is when the government or anyone,
for that matter, spends more than it takes in. If the deficit is not
supplied by savings, then it must be supplied by borrowing. In
effect, the government then begins to issue I.O.Us. We have seen
this several times since the 1930s.
In 1933 the U.S. Government repudiated its dollar obligations
to pay gold to its own citizens, and on 8/15/71 it repudiated its dollar
obligations to pay gold to other nations.23
Also in 1933, at the same time the government made it illegal
for U.S. citizens to own monetary gold, it devalued the exchange
ratio of the dollar, from $20/ounce to $35/ounce.
This kind of disconnect from substance, in this case, gold,
allows the financial powers to begin to really run the presses,
producing lots of images on paper. One of the best known recent
examples of this is the German inflation of 1914 – 1923, when the
value of the German Mark went from 4 or 5 to the dollar, in 1914 to
one trillion to the dollar in 1923.24
Under these circumstances it is clearly in the government’s
best interest to have monetary reform. This point usually comes as
no surprise to the authorities, because they have known what was
going on all the time. The government is therefore generally
prepared to implement the reform and thus minimize the time during
which the government has lost control. Generally, the reform
consists of applying some multiple of the old unit to one new unit.
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For example, the German inflation ended in November of 1923
when the government replaced the old marks with the new
rentenmark at 4.2 (gold) marks to the dollar or one new mark for one
trillion old marks.
The new unit may be called the same thing, but it will be
distinguishable, so that the people can tell the difference between
new and old money. Or it may be called something else. A new unit
has the advantage of fostering trust, since it has no history of
betrayal, of being untrustworthy. This is something like re-labeling
snake oil. The snake oil salesman either has to change his labels
often or keep on the move. The government cannot move on.
The important thing is that every label is a mark,
and every mark, a graven image.
To some degree both metallic and paper money suffer the same
drawbacks as a result of the depreciation of money. That drawback
consists of the fact that as the end approaches, the weight in volume
of the paper or metallic money required to do business becomes so
great that people begin to smell a rat. This has happened several
times. A good example being the German inflation just mentioned.
The depreciation of the money is a rip-off of monumental
proportions. The substance, even when it’s only paper, tends to tell
tales on the powers that be. Reality exposes unreality. This is the
primary reason for the hatred of gold by those in authority. The
substance gives the people an indication that something is wrong.
The very expression, “gold standard” is a bellwether of a
coming problem. The problem is with the way we think. If gold is
money, why should it be the “standard” for some other kind of
money? The other kind only becomes a lie. The gold itself is the
money, not the paper representations of it. The substance, which is
to say the gold itself, provides visual and quantitative clues. Even
when the only thing of substance is paper the images are printed on,
when a wheelbarrow full of money won’t buy a loaf of bread, you
have to know that something is wrong with the images. A not-sofunny joke in connection with the German inflation was that a
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wheelbarrow full of money was stolen only for the value of the
wheelbarrow! For those with eyes to see, to be forewarned is to be
forearmed. To the degree that the people are forearmed against the
depreciation of money, it becomes less effective at ripping them off.
If, in our day, it has become “politically correct” to keep God
out of governmental affairs, it is equally valid to say that it has
already become “financially correct” to keep gold out of monetary
affairs. In either case, the present darkness of the affairs is much too
ugly to allow exposure to the light.
If the depreciation of money made a quantum leap with the
advent of the printing press, the next quantum leap is fairly obvious.
It is to go from accounting units on paper to accounting units
without paper, a credit system. In an accounting system there is
nothing of substance, not even paper, only debits and credits. All of
this has been given a tremendous boost by computers. The by-nowessential credit card is the best example for the present.
Sometime during the late 1930s and 1940s, gas companies
began issuing paper cards that could be used only at their gas pumps
– and had to be completely paid off at the end of the month. This
was in itself both novel and efficient, especially when one gas
company boldly sent out 250,000 unsolicited cards. In 1951, the
Diners Club, in conjunction with American Express, introduced a
card that its 200 members could use instead of money at 27
restaurants in New York City. And in 1956, the first actual plastic
card that could be used in any establishment willing to accept it was
issued by Bank of America in California. This was a true credit card,
allowing its owner to use the funds of the bank without producing
collateral beyond a promise to repay the borrowed amount over time
– with interest. (This is in contrast to a debit card, which draws from
funds its owner actually already has in the bank, thus causing
relatively little risk to the bank and not requiring an interest charge.)
But it wasn’t until 1970, when a magnetic strip that could be
“read” by a computer was placed across the back of the card, that
credit cards really took off. Since then, great strides have been made
in the direction of replacing the credit card with the “chip.” Perhaps
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“digital money” was prefigured in the fingers and toes of the
children of Goliath. They all had 6 fingers and 6 toes.25
For governments, the international equivalent of the credit card
is the “Special Drawing Right” (SDR). With the end of gold as a
medium of international accounts and payment, SDRs was a bandaid
solution providing a kind of combination clearing house and
international welfare agency. As with other transitions in this
destructive stampede into the unearned, the SDR began by being tied
to something of value in the same way that paper currencies began
by being tied to metallic monetary units. As with the paper
transition, the thing of value is eventually removed as the base of the
system. Just as gold was withdrawn as backing or an anchor for our
domestic currency, so by now gold has been withdrawn as the
standard or anchor of value for the SDR in international accounts.
Now we have a basket of currencies. In short, international finance
has become a “basket case.”
Once you have SDRs, then you no longer need printing presses
or paper. By now, it has become clear for those with eyes to see that
the days of paper are numbered. It is worth taking the time right here
to stop and read Daniel, Chapter 5. This is “the writing on the wall”
chapter. The “Kodak moment” came when:
“In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand,
and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister
of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part
of the hand that wrote… 24: Then was the part of the
hand sent from him; and this writing was written… And
this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE,
TEKEL, UPHARSIN. This is the interpretation of the
thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and
finished it. TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances,
and art found wanting. PERES; Thy kingdom is divided,
and given to the Medes and Persians.”26
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Even in a Republic or a democracy (where the majority is
king) it is still possible to suffer the consequences of a national pigout.
Once the printing presses and the paper have been eliminated,
the depreciation of money becomes much more difficult for the
people to identify. We can see the havoc that this difficulty is raising
in international markets: this difficulty is revealed at the point of and
by monetary substance. While that substance is only paper, we can
still see the individual currencies under attack. The substance is the
indicator or warning that there is something wrong.
Since the government has taken on the role of legalizing, and
laundering all that is presently wrong, it doesn’t really want to
correct what’s wrong, only cover it up. No government in history
has ever really fought the depreciation of money, because
governments are accessories to the crime. The game only requires
that the governments pay lip service to the fight against the
depreciation of money. Without this kind of deception,27 the people
would quickly insist on using a substance that would protect them
from the practice. A necessary part of the game then is deception.
People have to be deceived, or the system doesn't work.
In international markets we see this in the fluctuation of
currencies against each other. This gives all of the governments
involved a vested interest in keeping their own currency hidden from
view. One way of doing this is by the elimination of their own
currency. It is at the point of currency conversion that it becomes
obvious that something is wrong.
At one time gold was the common currency of the western
nations, but they all found it much too restrictive where their
domestic agendas were concerned, agendas like “having our cake
and eating it too.” Now the gold has been eliminated from the
system, and that has created great pressure to find another
internationally acceptable common currency. We are now looking at
the death of Western world currencies (including Japan’s) more or
less simultaneously and in a cyclically downward spiral. The euro
may be only the beginning of the alternative international currency.
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Where the monetary authorities are concerned, it is obvious
that what is needed is an accounting system along the lines of the
international SDR on the domestic front as well. That would be a
system of no substance, not even paper, in order to hide what is
going on. According to John Maynard Keynes,
"Lenin is said to have declared that the best way to
destroy the Capitalistic System was to debauch the
currency. . . Lenin was certainly right. There is no
subtler, no surer means of overturning the existing basis
of society than to debauch the currency. The process
engages all the hidden forces of economic law on the
side of destruction, and does it in a manner which not
one man in a million can diagnose."28
Before this domestic credit system will be of any value
internationally, however, there needs to be a common unit of
account. A possible interim step, therefore, is a common currency
for the Western world, quite possibly a paper currency. (Since the
first publication of this book in 1982, the euro has appeared, but the
verdict is not quite in yet as to its viability.)
That currency will establish a common unit of account or a
common number system. This would reverse the monetary aspect of
the confounding of the language at the tower of Babel.29 All of this
is leading to the ultimate numbering system at the latter end of the
fourth kingdom of Daniel.30
These debits and credits go hand in hand with governments’
vested interests in taxation and numbering. Not only is this made
clear Biblically, but it is clear in the history of the world – at least,
the history of the western world – as well. This numbering process is
the means by which the government controls the people. It is a very
thin disguise for the government ownership of the people.31 (On this
occasion, I am reminded that it was the numbering of the people that
brought David to the place of buying the threshing floor of Ornan for
600 shekels of gold by weight.32 It is there that the temple of the
Lord was built by Solomon, and there that the “Dome of The Rock”
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of Islam now stands.33) That 600 shekel purchase has become a very
volatile focal point of religious contention in our “Current Events.”
Where, then, are we on this road to corruption? Presently we
see the western world currencies all losing value more or less
simultaneously. Any appearance of stability in the process is just
that, an appearance. It is only apparent, relative to currencies that are
declining faster. All of the currencies are going down.
The consumer price indexes of the various trading nations all
tell the same story. The story that the consumer price index doesn’t
tell is the reason for the increase in prices.
A possible and likely next step may well be that the chaos and
stagnation or possible decline in the living standard may be halted or
reversed by a common currency. That was part of the pressure in
Europe that led to the euro. That pressure remains on those not yet
included in the common currency. This, no doubt, will continue to
be offered as a panacea to eliminate the chaos and bring back
prosperity. In the short run it may even have that effect.
Inherent in any common currency system is a common power
structure. We will take a closer look at this aspect in another chapter.
The important thing here is that a common currency will mean that
everyone, everywhere, will be ripped off all at once.
The likely impact of that common accounting unit will be the
continued depreciation of money. It will still be a mark, only then it
will be a mark that is held in common by the Western world. It will
still be the work of man’s hands and subject to man’s control. And,
indeed, it will be controlled for the purpose of gaining and
consolidating power. It will just be a bigger and more universal
means of transferring wealth.
This would be an interim step, allowing time for the computer
technology, which is already qualitatively adequate, to gain the
distribution required for a universal credit system. The timing of all
this is just about right, given current rates of the depreciation of
money and the way that those rates of depreciation would be
mirrored by a common currency. By the time the common currency
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became suspect and repudiated by the people, the ultimate monetary
reform of the age would be ready for implementation. All computer
transactions would be cleared through one central computer that
would keep track of everything.
Once there is a total credit system, that just leaves the
possibility of losing the card, and/or identity theft. The obvious
answer is to put the number right on the person. Whether or not we
see such a numbering system, we are certainly getting close to such
a system. The technology is already here: either laser or electronic
tattooing that shows up in a special light or doesn’t show up at all
but is simply recordable by magnetic sensors. Once that is achieved,
the corruption would be complete from a secular perspective and, we
know, from a Biblical standpoint as well. (Again, as I revise for this
new edition, the increasing problem of identity theft is increasing the
pressure that is already moving history in the direction of the “mark
of the beast.”)
An accounting system such as I have just postulated will be a
system that contains nothing of substance. It will be a system totally
consistent with our present direction, one where the present
corruption is taking us. It will be a system leading us to a future that
is completely consistent with the corruption and robbery that is
taking place right now. But it will be a system that God’s people
should not – and need not – be caught up in.34
Yet, we rationalize: “If I don't deal with others by buying into
this system, how am I going to survive?” Or, “If I don't use paper
money, what else is there?” This is a serious question, and it is
precisely the question that will ultimately be put to those who take
seriously the commandments of God. When the alternative is
beheading,35 the question becomes very real:

Without this number, how will I survive?
There is an answer, and it could apply now just as well as it did
in the earliest days of monetary systems. Looked at another way,
this rationalization serves us no better now than it will at the end of
time. We can ask, “How else can I get along?” and answer our
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plaintive question with, “There’s no other way; therefore, I must
accept the ‘mark of the beast.” But this will not serve as justification
in the final court of human history.
The prevailing and final problem from a monetary standpoint
is a reliance on the work of man’s hands, a reliance on the flesh,
rather than a reliance on God’s provision. In this sense, our
monetary system is already the “mark of the beast.” We have a
tendency to console ourselves that things are not really that bad, that
it is acceptable to go on as we are, to permit or even to be a part of
what is happening. Therefore we continue to deal with one another
in the monetary system of Babylon just as though everything was all
right.
We might note, in this connection, an argument from Scripture
that would seem to have greater relevance here than to the subject
where it is most often used, namely, the “stumbling block”
argument:
Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but
judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling block or
an occasion to fall in his brother’s way… It is good
neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything
whereby thy brother stumbleth or is offended, or is made
weak. 36
“Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for
some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a
thing offered unto an idol; and their conscience being
weak is defiled ... But take heed lest by any means this
liberty of yours become a stumbling block to them that
are weak. For if any man see thee which hast knowledge
sit at meat in the idol’s temple, shall not the conscience
of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things
which are offered to idols; and through thy knowledge
shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? But
when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their
weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. Wherefore, if
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meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while
the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.”37
This argument is often directed toward “drinking.” Well, it’s a
monetary drink that MYSTERY, BABYLON holds in her hand.38
Our point here is that it applies at least as well to our handling of
money. Whatever our attitude may be toward our presence here on
earth during the reign of the beast, whether we are here at that time
or not, if we are caught up now in a practice that we may be able to
handle and escape from, and there are those who will stumble
because of our refusal to come out of Babylon,39 their acceptance of
the “mark of the beast” will be on our hands.40 The stumbling block
argument would seem to ask us once again, not only for our benefit,
but for the benefit of those around us:
What's keeping you?
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The following comments from my good friend Suzanne
Vonschiltz needed a special place, and so I offer them as the
epilogue of Book One:
“… It has been said that the fundamentals of a great speech
are: "Tell 'em what you're going to tell 'em, then tell 'em, then tell
'em what you told 'em." I think you should tell 'em what you told
'em.
As I'm praying about my situation, the people in my life I'm
called to love, and the impossibility of doing it, I see a picture of a
road in front of me, stretching to the horizon across a flat, barren
desert. When confronted with selfishness, indifference or worse –
contempt – my natural response is not to lavish others with love,
cheery good humor, and forgiving acceptance. Reading your book, I
am reminded that, in my self-righteousness, I am poor, wretched,
miserable, blind, and naked, sorely in need of some fine gold.
You have introduced so many different facts, new concepts,
and metaphors, each of which has a stand-alone value, but how they
connect in one big picture has to be reinforced, I think, at the end.
That would also leave the reader with great hope, even a blessed
hope.
From my reading of what you've written, how they all connect
is in the core idea that, if the currency of God's kingdom is love, we
have been deceived into dealing with a devalued currency. The
process of devaluation in the world's monetary systems merely
reflects a devaluation of the good gold in the spiritual life (much as
God sent literal drought in Old Testament times to confront His
people with their parched spiritual condition, "having forsaken me,
the fountain of living waters.")
What we call "love" now is a substitute for the divine reality –
a mixture, something with man's mark on it. The difference between
what we have now and what we were given at the cross is the
difference between the prostitute and the bride; between the
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nakedness of shame exposed and the nakedness of loving intimacy;
between that which is corruptible and that which is incorruptible.
We give what we call love only for that which we consider to
be of equal value (“for a good man some would even dare to die”).
But Jesus takes our less than nothing – our debt – and gives us in
exchange something of infinite value. He gives the priceless for the
worthless, takes our numb deadness, and gives us His own life
abundant and eternal. It is truly a (filthy) rags to riches story.
In the Old Covenant, we get fair exchange, what we deserve,
but in the New Covenant, we receive infinitely more than we
deserve, plus a heart to be a channel of that same love to others that
does not return evil for evil but rather blesses those who despise
us…”

136

Appendix A – Christocentric

APPENDICES
Appendix A - Chapter 2 – Christocentric………………..138
Appendix B - Chapter 8 - Declaration of Independence...141
Appendix C - Chapter 8 - Cycles and Judges of Israel….145

137

For Love or Money One

Appendix A
Chapter 2 - Christocentric
We need to understand the Scriptures "Christocentrically." For
this purpose the original language is not only more accurate than the
translation, but much more colorful. Below are three renderings of
the “Havilah” passage; the first from the New International Version
of the Scripture; the second, a very literal rendering from the Hebrew
as found in Strong's Exhaustive Concordance and Dictionary of the
Bible. And finally, what we would call a "Christocentric" paraphrase
generated in the light of the New Testament revelation.
Bible - N.I.V
Gen 2:10-12:
A river watering the
garden flowed from
Eden;

Strong's
Hebrew:

Christocentric
Paraphrase:
A Glory surrounding
Jerusalem
Broke forth from Christ.

from there it was
separated into four
headwaters.
The name of the first is
the Pishon;
it winds through the
entire land of Havilah,
where there is gold.
The gold of
that land is good;

A shimmering,
saturating the bower
broke forth out of
pleasing;
from there it was broken
into (out of joint) four
headwaters.
The name of the
oneness is dispersion
it surrounds the entire
land of travail, where
there is shimmering.
The shimmering of that
solid ground is good.

aromatic resin
and onyx are also
there.

There is a difference
and blanchness is also
there.

Purity and tenderness of
heart are the result.

From His brokenness
came a life giving Spirit.
Whose name is Blessed;
permeating the Gentiles,
all who travail in
lowliness, bringing the
things of Christ.
This, the gold of Christ
in a believer's heart is
good;

Clearly the garden is lower than Eden, and Havilah lower than
the garden, otherwise the river would not flow as it does. In like
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manner, the Holy Spirit brings the things that are Christ's, first for
the Jew and then for the Gentile.
The Jews and the Garden had something in common: they both
had the law. It is the Christ, however, that infiltrates both the Jew
and the Gentile, that is the only good, for by the works of the law
shall no flesh be justified or called good. Christ's life, even Christ's
life in believers, is the only life that is pleasant to God. His life is
Eden, the pleasant or pleasing place.
We might also point out that the Scriptures tell us that "... God
sent his son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those
under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons."1 Jesus came
to the Jews still intact, but it is written of Him, "... and all my bones
are out of joint:"2 Clearly this speaks of the cross. The original word
in that passage, "parad," translated "out of joint," is the same word in
the original of Genesis 2:10, translated "divided" or "parted." By
that means the "one seed", became the many, by which Jesus would
respond to the question of the Greeks or Gentiles, "Sir, we would see
Jesus..."3 The river came to the garden, the Jews, intact. It was from
there that it was parted. This is the parting of the cross that made
Him available to the Gentiles, Havilah.
The Greek word for gold is "chrusos." Strong's suggests that it
derives its meaning from the root word "chraomai," furnish what is
needed. The Greek word for Christ is Christos. Strong's suggests that
word also derives its meaning from "chraomai."
Jesus said, as recorded in John 14:13-15, “The Holy Spirit will
take the things that are mine and make them known unto you.” We
are the Havilah, the Holy Spirit is the River, and Christ is the Gold.
Gold deposited by the flow of water is called "alluvial gold." This is
our inheritance in Christ. This is also Christ in us. Viewing the
Scriptures “Christocentrically,” is “spiritual gold mining.”
Havilah's travail is birth pains. The pains of the new birth are
the birth pains of Grace. These are the pains by which we come to
"partake of the divine nature"4 in Christ. If Havilah is in travail, it is
only until Christ is formed in her, like the desolate woman of Isaiah
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54:1, who Paul tells us in Galatians 4:19-31 is our mother, the
"desolate woman," the mother of those who are free, truly free.
In us dwelleth no good thing; it is all Grace, the true gold of
God, or it is no grace at all. Water is a major factor in the
distribution and recovery of Gold. If we look at gold in its function,
common to Christ, "furnish what is needed", then the Holy Spirit
distributes "what is needed."
On the recovery side, water is used to wash away the base
materials in sluice boxes, rockers, and pans. The gold is then left and
found in the low places. In Ephesians Paul speaks of "the washing of
water by the word". Jesus had said "... and you are clean by the
words I have spoken to you." The river may wash over, even
penetrate or saturate the entire land, but it leaves its gold only in the
low places. It is in the low places, and at the low points of our lives,
that the greatest deposits of Christ are found. "Blessed are the poor
in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom...Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst... for they will be filled... but many who are first will be
last, and the last first...I am among you as one who serves..."
It is also well worth noting, that the same water which deposits
the gold is also used for the sluicing, panning, recovery, and
washing, of the gold.
"Jesus answered, ‘A person who has had a bath needs
only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean..."5 "...just
as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to
make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water
through the word, and present her to himself as a radiant
church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish,
but holy and blameless."6
1

Galatians 4:4,5
Psalms 22:14
3
John 12:21
4
2 Peter 1:4
5
John 13:8-10
6
Ephesians 5:25-27
2
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Chapter 8 – Declaration of Independence
On 1/7/07 I sent the following email to Charles Osgood of
“CBS Sunday Morning:”
“Dear Charles,
Just thought I would check your side of the battle front to see
how the war is going.
This week, the first week of 2007, I received an e-mail from
the U.S. State department that I found rather disturbing, and was
hoping someone in the media would also find it disturbing. On
Thursday, I sent it to our self-proclaimed "Culture Warrior" friend,
Bill O'Reilly, then followed-up with a call to his show on Friday. I
was quite surprised to discover he didn't seem to ‘get it.’ (Show is
available on pod cast.)
Here is what I sent to Bill:
1/4/07:
Dear Bill,
This just in. Over the holidays I had contacted the U.S.
Information Agency, and the U.S. State Department to see if the
Declaration of Independence is available from either of those
sources in Arabic. Read for your self. It's not! The real question is:
"Does the United States still believe in what it hopes to impose on
Iraq?"
In my opinion, this is the core question/problem, even where
the Culture War is concerned!
-------- Original Message -------Subject:
United States Declaration of Independence [Incident:
061229-000185]
Date: Wed, 03 Jan 2007 09:39:27 -0500 (EST)
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From: U.S. Department of State
<usdeptstate@mailnj.custhelp.com>
Reply-To:
U.S. Department of State
<usdeptstate@mailnj.custhelp.com>
To:
jferris154@mac.com
Recently you requested personal assistance from our on-line support
center. Below is a summary of your request and our response.
Thank you for contacting the State Department.
Subject
--------------------------------------------------------------United States Declaration of Independence
Discussion Thread
--------------------------------------------------------------Response (Support agent) - 01/03/2007 09:39 AM
Thank you for contacting the U.S. Department of State.
You might want to try googling it. Unfortunately, this is not a
document that we have.
Sorry we were unable to help.
Thank you again for contacting us.
Question Reference #061229-000185
--------------------------------------------------------------Date Created: 12/29/2006 11:30 PM
Last Updated: 01/03/2007 09:39 AM
Status: Solved
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[---001:000710:59340---]
Bill, perhaps if only our State Department spoke their
language, and really believed in what we claim we stand for, it
wouldn't be necessary for our War Department to rely on bombs,
bullets, and gallows, at least, not in the first instance. Seems like "...
a decent respect for the opinions of mankind... " would have made
dropping pamphlets a better alternative!
As for your part, may you know the thrill of victory as a
‘Culture Warrior!’
James Jay Ferris - Golden Valley, NC
P.S. I was working in Germany when the Iron curtain came
down, and Eastern Europe was crying out with questions as to how
to be free. I asked the State Department then if they had the
"Declaration" in the German language. The answer was that they
only had it in French, Spanish, and English. :-\ (The irony was/is
that the first time it was published it was in German.) Even then I
was reminded of a book written back in the 60s by an FBI man. It
had "Treason" in the title. Perhaps you remember it. What has been
betrayed, and by whom?
I hope to call in tomorrow; just thought I would provide the
evidence ahead of the call."
So Charles, now I'm wondering if anyone on your side "gets
it." Here's the problem as I see it. If this country is intent on bringing
the "culture of freedom" to other cultures and nations, wouldn't it be
better to start by communicating in their native language, the reason
and principles of our own existence as a nation, rather than to start
with more violent means?
Perhaps I'm just old fashioned, but that seems like a no-brainer
to me, no matter which side of the culture war you happen to be on.
This is so patently obvious that I can only conclude the powers
that be in this country, either the media powers or the other
governmental powers, have already repudiated the stated reasons for
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this country's existence. In short, it has become apparent that the
"U.S. Declaration of independence" is no longer considered
politically correct. This being the case, the next obvious question is,
"Whose idea of freedom are we trying to drop on Iraq?"
Shouldn't this kind of question be an acceptable part of the
public dialogue, unless, of course, freedom has already lost the war
even in this country? If we ourselves no longer agree on what we
stand for, does it really make sense to be bombing others to get them
to stand for the same thing?
Just one more observation:
The reason for the existence of governments stated in the
"Declaration" is the securing of rights to life, in a sense, the power to
live. What occurs to me is that, as dams secure the power of water,
governments secure the power to live. When a dam leaks or breaks,
it doesn't make sense to work on the problem downstream rather
than upstream. The stated reason for our existence is upstream of our
history. The refusal to go there to work on the problem becomes
more and more suspect with each passing day. Surely, like Rodney
Dangerfield, "... the opinions of mankind... " have already noticed.
Whatever happened to the "... respect..." part of the deal?
Terrified, but not with what's going on overseas,
James Jay Ferris”
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Appendix C
Chapter 8 - Cycles and Judges of Israel
CYCLES
1 a.
b.
c.
d.
2 a.
b.
c.
d.
3 a.
b.
c.
d.
4 a.
b.
c.
d.
5 a.

b.
c.
d.

6 a.
b.
c.
d.

7 a.
b.
c.
8a
b.
c.
d.
9 a.
b.
c.
d.

SCRIPTURE
The people do evil in the sight of the Lord.
Slaves to Mesopotamia for 8 years.
The people turn to the Lord.
OTHNIEL judges for 40 years.
The people do evil in sight of the Lord.
Slaves to the Moabites for 18 years.
The people turn to the Lord.
EHUD and SHAMGAR judge for 80 years.
The people do evil in sight of the Lord.
Slaves to the Canaanites for 20 years.
The people turn to the Lord.
DEBORAH and BARAK judge 40 years.
The people do evil in sight of the Lord.
Slaves to Midianites for 7 years.
The people turn to the Lord.
GIDEON judges for 40 years.
The people do evil in sight of the Lord.
Subject to Abimelech for 3 years.
TOLA judges for 23 years.
JAIR judges for 22 years.
The people do evil in sight of the Lord.
Slaves to Ammonites for 18 years.
The people turn to the Lord.
JEPHTHAH judges for 6 years.
IBZAN judges for 7 years.
ELON judges for 10 years.
ABDON judges for 8 years.
The people do evil in sight of the Lord.
Slaves to Philistines for 40 years.
SAMSON judges for 20 years.
The people go back to idols.
The Philistines war against them.
ELI judges for 40 years.
The people turn to the Lord.
SAMUEL judges all the days of his life.
JOEL and ABIAH judge over Israel.
The judges and people do evil in the
sight of the Lord.
The people are placed under earthly king.
SAUL becomes king of Israel.
The first king
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JUDGES
3:7
3:8
3:9
3:9
3:11,12
3:14
3:15
3:15,30
4:1
4:2, 3
4:3
5:31
6:1
6:1
6:6
8:28
8:33
9:22
10:1
10:3
10:6
10:8
10:10
12:7
12:8
12:11
12:13
13:1
13:1
13:5,24; 16:31
17:1-8
1 Sam. 4:17
4:18
7:4
7:13
8:1, 2
8:3
8:9-22
10:24
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The Major theme of the book is traced through every book of
the Bible. The basic choice is between the keeping of God and the
keeping of this world. The keeping of this world is broken down into
three categories, idols in the largest sense, graven images in a
slightly narrower sense, and money as the summary from the
perspective of the New Testament.
Our choice is reflected in the thing that we worship – the thing
that we love. What we love is reflected in our willingness to be
vulnerable – to be naked. Are we naked before God or naked before
the world system?
These words, or what represents them, are traced through
every book of the Bible along with the Biblical principles by which
we understand the application of the verses cited to the subject
categories.
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